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Dear Sir/Madam,
Policies, Sites and Places Plan: Suggested Modifications Consultation (November 2016 –
January 2017)
Local Green Space Designation: Local Green Space Code LGSD319
Strutt and Parker is instructed to respond to South Gloucestershire Council (SGC) in respect of the
above consultation and the proposed modifications to the Local Green Space Designations included
within the Submission Policies, Sites and Places Plan (PSP).
We submitted representations to the June 2016 Consultation by letter dated 31st August 2016
providing evidence in support of designating land to the east of Box Cottage, Tormarton (reference
LGSD319) as Local Green Space in the PSP. The evidence was accepted by SGC and it is now
proposed to designate LGSD319 as Local Green Space. However, we note that the eastern field has
been removed from the designation, as shown on the below plan taken from the suggested
modifications (November 2016) to Policies Map Changes.
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We consider that the whole site, including the eastern field, should be included in the designation.
Local Green Space East of Box Cottage – LGSD319
LGSD319 was not designated in the June 2016 draft PSP because SGC concluded insufficient
justification had been provided in support of the proposed designation. SGC also noted that one
landowner had objected to the proposed designation.
Our letter of 31st August included evidence that the site was suitable for designation on historical and
recreational grounds. The Local Green Space Designation Topic Paper (November 2016) indicates
that this evidence was accepted and recommends an amendment to the map to show the site is
proposed for designation. However, the topic paper does not explain why the field to the east is not
included in the proposed designation.
SGC’s Local Green Space Designation Background Paper (June 2016) explains how the original
assessments of the proposed Local Green Spaces were undertaken by the Council. It notes that
landowners could object to a proposed designation, but the objection could be overcome if sufficient
evidence were provided.
In the case of LGSD319, the objection submitted by David James & Partners states the site should
not be designated as “no evidence has been submitted to justify the contention that this land is of
particular importance to the local community as local green space” and therefore does not satisfy the
criteria in Paragraph 77 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). The objection relates to
the whole site and not just the eastern field.
Evidence
The NPPF states sites must meet the following criteria to be designated as Local Green Space:
•

Where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves;

•

Where the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular
local significance, for example, because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value
(including as a playing field), tranquility or the richness of its wildlife; and

•

Where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.

SGC has previously set out that it requires a site to meet at least one of eight criteria to show that it is
demonstrably special to the local community.
The evidence we provided in August 2016 shows how the site is of both historic significance and of
recreational value and this has been accepted by SGC. LGSD319 in its entirety demonstrably meets
two of the SGC criteria for designation. The landowner objection on the grounds of a lack of evidence
is therefore overcome. There is no reason given for excluding the eastern field from Local Green
Space Designation as originally proposed. We therefore consider LGSD319 should be designated in
its entirety, as shown on the below map.
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