SMC_J

Core Strategy Policy CS15: Distribution of Housing states that across the 24 year Plan period 20062027, 28,355 new homes will be delivered in South Gloucestershire, an average of 1,181 per annum.
The Council’s 2016 Annual Monitoring Report (AMR) indicates that this average annual figure has been
achieved in only one year of the Plan period to date, and the Council identify at Table 2.3 of the 2016
AMR that 22,545 dwellings need to be provided across the remaining Plan period 2013-2027, an annual
average of 1,610 dwellings.
Alongside a 4.54 year housing land supply as identified by the Council themselves, the Authority are
unable to identify sufficient land to meet their housing targets and, in accordance with para 49 of the
National Planning Policy Framework, the Core Strategy policies cannot be considered up to date.
In order to allow the Council to rely on their own Core Strategy Policies, the PSP Plan should identify
additional sites or at the very least locations for housing. This should include a settlement boundary
review to allow development sites to come forwards, in accordance with para 4.27 of the Core Strategy.
Specifically, Hawkesbury Upton should be the subject of such a settlement boundary review and in
particular, my client’s land at Park Street (identified on the attached plan) should be considered as a
suitable, viable and deliverable site for housing development to help meet the Council’s housing targets
and an identified need for affordable housing in the Hawkesbury parish. The April 2016 Affordable
Housing Needs Survey Report undertaken by The Corporate Research and Consultation Team and The
Housing Enabling Team, South Gloucestershire Council (in partnership with Hawkesbury Parish Council)
identified a need for 12 affordable homes in the parish of Hawkesbury.
Hawkesbury Upton is a sustainable location that is suitable for the provision of residential development.
The Village boasts a range of services including public houses, a Post Office, mobile library, community
hall including playgroup and community sports and activities, a primary school, butchers, newsagent,
hairdressers and farm shop. Regular bus services provide access to Yate on both weekdays and
weekends, and from there to the wider national transport network.
The Council’s own evidence supports the sustainability credentials of the village. The 2015 Rural
Settlements and Villages 2015 Topic Paper identifies Hawkesbury Upton as an Acceptable Location,
outside of the Green Belt in terms of access to key services and facilities, scoring 21/40 on the Council’s
own sustainability assessment, putting it at the upper end of the ‘Acceptable Access’ range, closer to
‘Good Access’ in terms of sustainability criteria.
Hawkesbury Upton is considered able to accommodate residential development during the adopted
Core Strategy Plan period to meet the Council’s adopted housing targets.
My client is promoting their land interests at Park Street for residential development of 34 dwellings,
on land immediately adjacent to the defined settlement. It is therefore requested that the Council
consider an amendment to the proposed settlement boundary to include the site, and/or to Policy PSP40
to clearly define the rural area and allow for discreet open market housing as follows:

“Development proposals for residential development in the open countryside, outside the settlement
boundaries as defined on the Policies Map, will be acceptable for:
1) Rural housing exception initiatives which accord with Core Strategy Policy CS19 at the
settlements of Falfield, Marshfield, Severn Beach, Wickwar, Cromhall (Bibstone &
Townwell), Hawkesbury Upton, Oldbury-on-Severn, Rangeworthy, Old Sodbury, Yate,
Thornbury, Frampton Cotterell, Coalpit Heath, Charfield and Engine Common;
2) Other Neighbourhood Planning initiatives;
3) Discreet open market housing where there is a demonstrated housing need; …”
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