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1. Introduction

1.1 National planning guidance states that 
content of local plans will vary depending 
on the nature of the area and issues to be 
addressed. All Local Plans should be as 
focused, concise and accessible as possible. 
They should concentrate on the critical issues 
facing the area – including its development 
needs – and the strategy and opportunities 
for addressing them, paying careful attention 
to both deliverability and viability. 

1.2 The Local Plan should be clear in setting out 
the strategic priorities for the area and the 
policies that address these, and which also 
provide the strategic framework within which 
any neighbourhood plans may be prepared to 
shape development at the community level.

1.3 Policies in Local Plans should avoid undue 
repetition, for example by using generic 
policies to set out principles that may be 
common to different types of development. 
There should be no need to reiterate policies 
that are already set out in the National 
Planning Policy Framework.

1.4 In accord with national guidance where 
sites are proposed for allocation, sufficient 
detail should be given to provide clarity to 
developers, local communities and other 
interests about the nature and scale of 
development (addressing the ‘what, where, 
when and how’ questions).

1.5 The council intends to bring forward the new 
Local Plan in accordance with the above 
national guidance. This paper sets out 
the intended structure and possible policy 
content of the new South Gloucestershire 
Local Plan (SGLP). Questions are set out at 
the end of the paper, this are replicated in the 
prospectus document.

2. Structure of the new SGLP

2.1 The Core Strategy was adopted in 2013 and 
the Policies, Sites and Places Plan is due 
for adoption in 2017. These two plans are 
structured in a similar way, broadly:

1. Context and priorities;

2. Part 1 - Generic and development  
 management policies under  
 consistent chapter headings; and

3. Part 2 - Spatial policies and sites allocations

2.2 These plans are considered to be in 
conformity with the National Planning Policy 
Framework. With this in mind, it is the 
council’s intention to bring these two plans 
together into the new SGLP, updated with 
new site allocations and policies to reflect 
the strategic context of the West of England 
being established in the Joint Spatial Plan. 

2.3 Reflecting upon the content and use of the 
Core Strategy and PSP Plan, we intend to 
amend the structure by swapping Parts 
1 and 2 around, so all spatial policies 
and allocations come before the generic 
development management policies. 
Therefore the proposed structure of the 
new SGLP is envisaged to be:

1. Introduction, Priorities and Vision;

2. Part 1 - Locational Visions, Policies 
 and Site Allocations

3. Part 2 - Development Management 
 Policies
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2.4 Sections 4 and 5 below provide detail of 
how policies from the Core Strategy and 
PSP Plan could be ordered and in some 
instances how policies could be combined 
together, to form the content of the new 
SGLP. At this stage, only the policy titles 
are listed, the detailed policy wording will 
be shared when the Draft new SGLP is 
published for consultation in 2017. 

2.5 The plan will focus on those policies that are 
most relevant to South Gloucestershire, it 
is not possible, appropriate or necessary to 
have policies for every eventuality. We want to 
include the right policies that address South 
Gloucestershire’s land use priorities. The next 
three sections provide further details.

3. Content of the new 
SGLP - Introduction and 
Priorities and Vision

3.1 Alongside a concise introduction to the new 
local plan, we intend the new SGLP in its 
opening section will cover the following:

• The issues facing South Gloucestershire 
in relation to land development – 
what we are terming the Plan’s “key 
priorities”; and

• District wide Vision and the visions which 
are specific to the different areas of 
South Gloucestershire.

3.2 These will inform the strategy for 
development and provide the context for 
the new SGLP and the individual policies 
it contains. The priorities are also intended 
to be used as chapter titles of the Part 2: 
Development Management Policies section, 
which is consistent with the approach taken 
in the Core Strategy and PSP Plan. It further 
ensures that the policies are related to the 
priorities for South Gloucestershire.

3.3 Another topic paper detailing the intended 
priorities and vision for the new SGLP has been 
published with the Prospectus Document.

http://www.southglos.gov.uk
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4. Content of the new 
SGLP - Part 1: Locational 
Visions, Policies and 
Site Allocations 

4.1 As a starting point it is considered the 
following policies from the Core Strategy 
and the PSP Plan, give an indication 
of what policies may be appropriate 
to include within Part 1 the new SGLP. 
However it is important to note that the 
final locational visions, locational policies 
and site allocations will need to reflect the 
spatial strategy and strategic locations 
that are to be established in the West 
of England Joint Spatial Plan, so the 
policy titles and locational details will be 
amended accordingly. This section will 
also need to include the roll forward of any 
existing spatial (locational) policies and site 
allocations where they remain relevant to 
the priorities facing South Gloucestershire. 
In the circumstances where existing 
allocated sites have not be built out these 
allocations will continue to need to be 
given policy expression. Currently, this 
part of the plan may also need to detail the 
non-strategic housing allocations that are 
referred to in the Joint Spatial Plan.

Current Policies 
(Core Strategy or PSP Plan)

CS4A  Presumption in Favour of 
Sustainable Development

CS5  Location of Development

CS15  Distribution of Housing

CS12  Safeguarded Areas for Economic 
Development

CS14  Town Centres & Retail

CS25  CS35 Spatial policies relating to delivering 
sustainable development at: Communities 
of the North and East Fringes of Bristol 
Urban Area, Yate and Chipping Sodbury, 
Thornbury, Rural Area and Severnside. 

CS36  Proposals for Major Infrastructure Projects 

CS37  Nuclear related development

PSP46  Oldbury New Nuclear Build (NNB)

PSP47  Site Allocations and Safeguarding
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5. Content of the new 
SGLP - Part 2: 
Development 
Management Policies

5.1 As explained above, Part two of the Plan 
will contain a suite of policies to guide 
the sustainable development and use 
of land across South Gloucestershire. 
Policies are proposed to be grouped under 
chapter headings which relate to the draft 
key priorities for the new Local Plan. To 
indicate how we see this going forward, the 
tables below present each chapter heading 
and what policies from the Core Strategy 
and the PSP Plan it may be appropriate 
to include within that chapter of the new 
SGLP. This is also intended to indicate 
how some policies from the Core Strategy 
and PSP Plan my work better if combined 
together, as presented in the coloured 
boxes. As with the Core Strategy cross 
cutting strategic objectives of ‘Delivering 
sustainable communities’; ‘Improving 
health and well-being’; and ‘Mitigating and 
adapting to the impacts of climate change’ 
are not the subject of a single policy but 
addressed through the totality of the 
policies presented. 

5.2 This is shown for illustrative purposes 
and does not indicate the council has 
made any final decisions as to the overall 
number and type of policies that will be 
contained in the new SGLP. Through this 
public consultation we are welcoming 
suggestions about what policies are 
actually needed to be included in the new 
Local Plan to provide a clear indication of 
how a decision taker should consider a 
development proposal.

A. High Quality Design - 
Improving health and wellbeing

Current Policies 
(Core Strategy or PSP Plan)

CS1  High Quality Design

PSP1  Local Distinctiveness

PSP9  Health Impact Assessments

PSP37  Internal Space and Accessibility Standards 
for Dwellings

PSP43  Private Amenity Space Standards

CS16  Housing Density  

PSP38  Development Within Existing Residential 
Curtilages, Including Extensions and 
New Dwellings

PSP6  Onsite Renewable & Low Carbon Energy

CS2   Green Infrastructure

PSP2  Landscape

PSP3  Trees and Woodland

PSP4  Designated Local Green Spaces

PSP5  Undesignated Open Spaces within Urban 
Areas and Settlements

http://www.southglos.gov.uk
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B. Maintaining economic prosperity

Current Policies 
(Core Strategy or PSP Plan)

CS11  Distribution of Economic 
Development Land

PSP26  Enterprise Areas

PSP27  B8 Storage and Distribution Uses

CS13  Non-Safeguarded Economic 
Development Sites

PSP28  Rural Economy

PSP29  Agricultural Development 

PSP30  Horse Related Development 

PSP31  Town Centre Uses

PSP32 Local Centres Parades and Facilities

PSP33  Shopping Frontages

PSP35  Food and Drink Uses (including drive 
through takeaway facilities)

PSP34  Public Houses

PSP36  Telecommunications Infrastructure

C. Providing housing for all

Current Policies 
(Core Strategy or PSP Plan)

CS17   Housing Diversity 

PSP39  Residential Conversions, Sub-Divisions and 
Houses in Multiple Occupation

PSP42  Custom Build Dwellings

 POTENTIAL NEW POLICY 
Housing for Older People

CS20  Extra Care Housing

CS18  Affordable Housing

CS19  Rural Housing Exception Sites

PSP40  Residential Development in the Countryside

PSP41  Rural Workers Dwellings 

CS21  Gypsy & Traveller Accommodation 

CS22  Travelling Showpeople 
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D. Successful communities

Current Policies 
(Core Strategy or PSP Plan)

CS23  Community Infrastructure & Cultural Activity

CS24  Green Infrastructure, Sport and Recreation 
Standards

PSP44  Open Space, Sport and Recreation

PSP45 Burial Facilities, including Crematoria

E. Tackling congestion and 
improving accessibility

Current Policies 
(Core Strategy or PSP Plan)

CS7  Strategic Transport Infrastructure 

PSP13  Safeguarding Strategic Transport Schemes 
and Infrastructure

PSP14  Safeguarding Rail Schemes and 
Infrastructure

PSP15  Park and Ride/Share

CS8  Improving Accessibility

PSP10  Active Travel Routes

PSP11  Transport Impact Management 

PSP12  Motorway Service Areas and 
Roadside Facilities 

PSP16  Parking Standards

F. Managing the environment 
and heritage

Current Policies 
(Core Strategy or PSP Plan)

CS9  Managing the Environment & Heritage  

PSP17  Heritage Assets and the 
Historic Environment

PSP18  Statutory Wildlife Sites: European Sites & 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs)

PSP19  Wider Biodiversity

PSP20  Flood Risk, Surface Water and 
Watercourse Management

PSP21  Environmental Pollution and Impacts

PSP22  Unstable Land

CS3  Renewable and Low Carbon 
Energy Generation   

CS4  Renewable or Low Carbon 
District Heat Networks 

CS10 Minerals 

PSP23  Mineral Working and Restoration

PSP24  Mineral Safeguarding Areas

PSP25  Hydrocarbon Extraction (inc. Fracking)

http://www.southglos.gov.uk
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6. Consultation questions

6.1 We would like feedback on whether the 
draft structure, approach to combining 
policies and the range of policies are the 
right ones for this area and the issues it 
faces in land use terms. The consultation is 
taking place until 23rd February 2017.

 Details of how to make comments are 
available in the new South Gloucestershire 
Local Plan Prospectus: 
www.southglos.gov.uk/
newlocalplanprospectus 

Q4 Is the draft structure the most 
appropriate approach?

Q5 Do you consider the approach to 
combining policies and the range of 
policies identified is appropriate to 
address the land use issues facing 
South Gloucestershire?

Q6 Are there other policies that are needed 
to address the landuse issues relevant to 
South Gloucestershire?

7. Next steps

7.1 Responses to this consultation will be 
taken in to account in drawing up the draft 
new Local Plan as it goes forward over the 
course of 2017. 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/newlocalplanprospectus
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