
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1. What is affordable housing? 

Affordable housing is also referred to as social housing.  Affordable housing is managed by a 

housing association and provided to eligible households whose needs are not met by the 

private market.  Affordable housing can be for rent or shared ownership (where you can buy 

a share of your home from a housing association and pay rent on the remaining equity).  

Eligibility is determined with regards to local incomes and local house prices. 

 

2. Is the information I provide confidential? 

Yes.  The survey is anonymous.  Please be assured any information you provide is 

confidential. 

 

3. Who should complete Part one of the questionnaire and why? 

Every household in the parish of Wick and Abson is asked to complete Part 1 of the 

questionnaire.  This gives us detailed background information on the community, its 

population and its housing profile. 

 

4. Who should complete Part two of the questionnaire and why? 

 If your whole household or someone living in your household as a separate 

household, wants to move in the next five years and stay living in the parish.  Please 

ensure that if more than one household wishes to move into separate 

accommodation, each household completes a separate survey. 

 If you have family or friends who have moved away from the parish and would like 

to return, please encourage them to complete a questionnaire as well. 

 If you work in the parish and want to move to the parish. 

This tells us all about the housing needs in the parish and lets us find out if any of those 

needs cannot be met through the current housing supply. 

 

5. What is meant by a separate household? 

If you currently have non-dependent children or other adults living with you (or away at 

university), they count as a separate household IF they wish to find a home of their own in 

the next five years.   

 

For example; if your 25 year old son lives at home now but would like to move into his own 

home in Wick and Abson he counts as a separate household and his housing needs should 

be recorded in Part 2 of the survey form, even if the rest of the household do not wish to 

move.  

 



6. Why must I provide personal financial information in Part two? 

The information on income and savings are key to determining if any new affordable homes 

are required to meet local housing need.  Affordability in housing terms is determined by 

comparing a household’s income with the cost of meeting its housing need in the local 

market.  This can only be done if we have information on both the type and size of home you 

need to move into and the income you have to pay for it. 

 

7. Does my home fall within the boundary of Wick and Abson parish? 

A map of Wick and Abson parish can be found through the following link on the South 

Gloucestershire Council website www.southglos.gov.uk/consultation  

 

8. What is a rural affordable housing exception site? 

A rural exception site allows the development of affordable housing on a site adjoined or 

closely related to a settlement, which would not normally be used for housing.  Permission 

will be granted for limited development in exceptional circumstances where a clear need for 

housing has been proven.  The properties built on this site will be affordable, and available in 

perpetuity to those with a strong connection to the local area.  A small number of market 

houses may be included in a rural exception site in order to make it economically viable.  If 

at the time of re-letting vacant affordable homes, there are no applicants who meet the 

local connection criterion, priority will be given to applicants with a local connection to 

neighbouring Parishes and thereafter the whole District of South Gloucestershire. 

 

9. What are Starter Homes? 

The Government has announced a new Starter Homes initiative in England, which aims to 

help first-time buyers below the age of 40 years to purchase a new-build home with a 

minimum 20% discount off the market price.  The intention is to amend planning rules to 

allow Starter Homes to be built on rural exception sites, which will allow local areas to 

allocate more sites for Starter Homes specifically for people who already live in the area, or 

have an existing family or employment connection to the area.  It is likely that some or all of 

the discount would have to be passed on if the property was sold within 15 years. 

 

10. What is low-cost market housing? 

Housing which does not meet the definition of affordable housing but is the lower end of the 

market.  There are also Government initiatives such as Help-to-Buy, which provide loan 

opportunities for purchasers. 

 

11. What housing needs does this questionnaire seek to collect data about? 

The aim of this questionnaire is to get a better understanding of supply and demand for all 

tenures. The tenures are owner occupation, private renting, shared ownership, affordable 

rent and social renting. Shared ownership, affordable rent and social renting are sometimes 

referred to as ‘affordable housing’. Survey and other data including official demographic 

trends will be collected and analysed. From this we will be able to demonstrate what mix of 

tenure sizes and types of home are needed to help the whole village become as sustainable 

as possible. By sustainable we mean that the size and type of housing across the whole 

village will be in step with demand in the long term and will be appropriate to sustain local 

services and businesses.  

 

 



12. What is self-build housing or custom built housing? 

Self-build housing is where a person is involved in some way in the production of their new 

home rather than buying from a speculative home builder.  Self-build accommodation can 

be provided as affordable or as private market housing.  Further information on self-build 

can be found through the following link on the South Gloucestershire Council website - 

https://www.southglos.gov.uk/housing/custom-build/  

 

13. What is a local connection? 

Affordable housing built on an exception site is subject to the council’s local connection 

criteria.  The eligibility criteria are that a person who, at the date of the dwelling being 

advertised on Homechoice:  

i. Has been a resident within the Parish of Wick and Abson for a continuous period 

of three years within the preceding five years or six months in the preceding 

twelve months or 

ii. Is permanently employed within the Parish of Wick and Abson or is moving to the 

Parish to take up an offer of permanent employment or  

iii. Has a close family member (e.g parent or child or sibling) who is living and has 

lived in the Parish of Wick and Abson for a continuous period of five years 

immediately preceding the date of advertising the Affordable Dwelling. 

 
 

 


