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Ram Hill -  

Proposed 20mph speed limit  

Feedback Report 

 

 
Purpose of the report  
This report is to feedback the results from the recent consultation on the proposed 20mph speed limit in 
Ram Hill. 

 

Background  
Concerns were raised by the Local Member, Parish Council and local residents about vehicle speeds 
within the Ram Hill area. It is a rural lane with no footway for pedestrians and is popular with walkers, 
cyclists and horse riders.  The road is a bus route for a rural bus service and is used to access a small 
business park within the lane.  Located in Serridge Lane is a nursery school and Paul’s Place. 

 

Purpose of Scheme 
The purpose of the scheme is to reduce traffic speeds in Ram Hill, Broad Lane and Serridge Lane, which 
will improve road safety for vulnerable road users as well as making walking and cycling more attractive. 

 

Proposed Scheme 
The proposed scheme is to reduce the speed limit from 30 mph to 20 mph.  
The following roads are affected by this scheme: 
• Ram Hill 
• Broad Lane 
• Serridge Lane 

 

Drawing reference 
Drawing number T434-263-02 shows the existing speed limit and T434-263-01 shows the proposed area 
that will be subject to a 20mph speed limit. 

 

Consultation 
Details of the proposals including a plan and statement of reasons were posted on the South 
Gloucestershire website. The Council sent letters advising of the consultation to all properties affected by 
the proposals. In addition, notices were posted and maintained in the area for the 3 week consultation 
period. Local members, the Parish Council and the emergency services, amongst other statutory 
stakeholders were invited by email to view the consultation.  

 

Feedback from the consultation 
The online consultation drawing was viewed a total of 100 times. There were 36 individuals and 
organisations that responded to the consultation via the questionnaire and 4 other response received via 
other methods. 
The comments received as part of the consultation have now been reviewed.   
The respondents were asked to fill out a questionnaire. Figures 1, and 2 show the results of the 
questionnaire responses. 
The respondents were asked whether they supported the scheme as a whole, the results for this 
question are shown in figure 1.  
The respondents were asked to select the option which they most agreed with out of: 
A) The length/area the speed limit covers should be shorter/smaller  
B) The length/area the speed limit covers should be longer/larger  
C) The length/area of the speed limit is about right 
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The results of this question are shown in figure 2.  
 
Figure1: 

 
 
Figure 2: 

 
 

 
The comments received as part of the consultation have now been reviewed.  The comments/concerns 
received via the online questionnaire are in appendix A, all other comments received are in appendix B.  
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Future Programme 
In light of the responses received at consultation and the fact that the majority supported the proposals 
the scheme will be forwarded to the Councils Legal Team for formal advertisement. The Councils Legal 
Team will draft a Traffic Regulation Order and advertise it for a period of 3 weeks. During this time 
notices will be placed in the local paper and on street in the affected roads. Details of the proposals will 
also be published on the Council’s website, giving people an opportunity to formally object to or support 
the proposed scheme. It is anticipated that advertisement of the proposals will take place during the 
winter of 2017/18. 
 
Depending on the outcome of the advertisement, it is anticipated that works will commence on site 
shortly after the Traffic Regulation Order has been signed and sealed. However, if objections are 
received during the advertisement stage, the Council will be required to consider objections in a report 
before reaching a decision. 
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Appendix A 

 Comments received at Consultation via the 

online questionnaire 

Officer’s response 

 Below are the comments from the respondents 
who chose option A) The length/area the speed 
limit covers should be shorter/smaller 

 

 Q2 should have an option to say the speed limit should 
not be reduced at all. Reducing a speed limit is rarely the 
most appropriate response to a perceived road safety 
issue. It is just your lazy way of being 'seen to be doing 
something' without addressing the real issue(s). 

Thank you for your comments. 
An option stating that you do not agree with the speed 
limit at all will be added to future consultations.  
The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents 
(ROSPA) states:- “As well as road safety benefits, it is 
important to highlight the contribution that 20mph zones 
can have in improving air quality, reducing noise 
pollution and encouraging more physical activity, such as 
walking and cycling, by contributing towards a safer 
environment. The money spent on the schemes can also 
greatly improve the residential area.  A recent study 
calculated casualty rates and the effects of vehicles on 
air pollution in 30mph zones in Wales.  The researchers 
then estimated the casualty rate and the impacts of 
vehicles on air pollution in 20mph speed limit areas. 
Evidence from the study suggested that a default speed 
limit of 20mph would substantially reduce road traffic 
casualties, and at worst would not lead to a direct 
change in air pollution. However, indirectly, if reduced 
traffic speeds encourage people to switch to active 
modes of travel, such as cycling and walking, there are 
likely to be greater reductions in air pollution. The study 
concluded that health and costs savings are likely to be 
substantial, and the costs of implementing 20mph limits 
are likely to be far lower than the benefits reduced 
speeds bring.” 

 I regularly walk this route and have NEVER seen the 
need for an even greater restriction of speed on it. My 
suggestion is leave it alone. You are slowly antagonising 
everybody unnecessarily and foolishly the walkers are 
blamed. Neither I nor myself have ever had cause to 
complain about speed here and object to being tarred 
with the same brush as the interferers. 

Thank you for your comments.  

 I firmly believe there are to many 20 limits nationwide 
,good drivers will drive at the correct speed in relation to 
surroundings.bad drivers will not. 

Thank you for your comments. 

 The scheme is entirely inappropriate and unnecessary 
and should not be proceeded with. The existing 30mph 
limits are sensible and have served the area well for 
many years, as can be shown by the accident statistics 
for the area in question. The application of 20mph limits 
should be reserved for places where there is a 
demonstrable need, such as on urban and suburban 
roads outside schools. The current policy of ever-wider 
introduction of 20 mph limits risks bringing them into 
disrepute with the driving public, resulting in the limits 

Thank you for your comments. 

Key: 
The comments are colour coded according to Figures 1 and 2 on page 2. 

All comments with a red stripes to their left indicate that the respondent did not support the scheme.  

All comments with a green stripes to their left indicate that the respondent did support the scheme.   
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being ignored, including in the very places where they 
are actually appropriate. Please think again. 

 I use these lanes regularly and seldom exceed 20 mph 
because the roads are not suitable for faster speeds. 
People who are foolish enough to drive faster will do so 
even if the speed limit is 20mph because the likelihood 
of being stopped is very small. Is there any evidence of 
speeding traffic? I have personally never witnessed any. 

Thank you for your comments. 
Speed data on these roads has been recorded using 
calibrated automatic traffic counters operating over a 7-
day period.  Although average speeds on the affected 
roads are below 24mph the maximum speeds are well 
above this level with the current speed limit (30mph) 
being broken 249 times over a period of 7 days.   

 the speed limit is to slow 30 mph should be the speed Thank you for your comments. 

 I think there are far too many traffic restrictions already. 
The proliferation of speed limits is very confusing for 
road users, while the 20mph limits seem to be widely 
ignored. I frequently visit Chipping Sodbury and see 
drivers blithely disregarding the 20 limit there. At the 
weekend I watched a motorbike roaring right past the 
police station at about 40mph. I feel that the limit is 
unnecessary and will be ineffective. 

Thank you for your comments. 

 Speed limit change isnt required 
Current speed limit isnt managed - need to ensure 
drivers maintain current speeds, not lower limit (which no 
one will take notice of) 
use of road design to assist slowing drivers/enforcement 
activity would be beneficial 

Thank you for your comments. 
Traffic calming measures are beyond the remit of this 
scheme. In addition they are very costly and visually 
intrusive, as well as requiring a system of street lighting 
which the area doesn’t currently have.  
Enforcement of speed limits in South Gloucestershire is 
undertaken by the Police, any enforcement requests 
should be directed to them. You can also find the 
following statement on their website: "20mph speed 
restrictions will be treated in the same way as any other 
speed limit in the Avon and Somerset Police area in that 
enforcement will not be routine but will be intelligence led 
and where there is evidence of clear and excessive 
offending, accompanied by an aggravating factor, Avon 
& Somerset Constabulary may consider enforcement 
where appropriate". 

 This is a waste of money. This road is already very quiet. 
I walk here regularly and have never had a problem with 
cars. 

Thank you for your comments. 

 As there is no pavement or cycle lane, being hit by a car 
at 20 mph would do significant damage. Installation of a 
pavement would be a good idea. If there is not room for 
this, then educating drivers, pedestrians and cyclists 
would also reduce the danger. The reason I say this is 
because no one ever enforces a 20 mph limit, so what is 
the point. Speed reduction creep seems endemic in 
South Glos, and once a speed limit us imposed it stays 
for ever. 

Thank you for your comments. 
The installation of a pavement is beyond the remit of this 
scheme.  
The width of carriageway in Ram Hill is insufficient to 
incorporate a footway and advisory cycle lane.  As a 
Quiet Lane, pedestrians and cyclists are encouraged to 
share the road space in Ram Hill. 
The police already enforce 20mph speed limits in 
response to community concerns so there is no reason 
why they cannot enforce the proposed 20mph speed 
limit in the Ram Hill area. You can find the following 
statement on their website: "20mph speed restrictions 
will be treated in the same way as any other speed limit 
in the Avon and Somerset Police area in that 
enforcement will not be routine but will be intelligence led 
and where there is evidence of clear and excessive 
offending, accompanied by an aggravating factor, Avon 
& Somerset Constabulary may consider enforcement 
where appropriate". 

 This is quite ridiculous. 30mph is too slow for traffic on 
this road anyway and to further reduce it just makes a 
mockery of technology and progress. I use the road to 
commute most days and I doubt if I see one walker a 
week and I have probably seen 3 people on horses in 
the last year. I use the route for both driving and cycling 
and when I cycle I actually have to slow down to allow 
cars to pass me at 30mph. At 20mph it will mean a 

Thank you for your comments. 
Imperial College London found 20mph limits to improve 
air quality. Per 100 cars, 20mph was equivalent to taking 
32 petrol cars off the road for particulates plus 30 petrol 
cars off for NOx.  20mph offers better air quality from 
traffic and emissions reductions. 
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queue of traffic behind me, increasing pollution and 
frustration. 

 This scheme is not required. Drivers should be 
encouraged to drive sensibly at all times - speed is only 
a part of the issue. Being required to comply with a 
speed limit won't of itself make the road any safer and 
engenders a false sense of security to other users. 
There will be times of the day when a speed of more 
than 20mph will be perfectly safe and acceptable and 
others where 5 mph might be more appropriate - taking 
the decision away from the driver is not the solution and 
may encourage ignoring the signs here and in other 
places too. By way of example, speed on the 
Westerleigh Road past the Kidney Hill junction is 
probably higher on average now with the long 40 mph 
limit than it was when some parts of the road were 
derestricted: the 40mph limit is often ignored now 
whereas when the 40mph limit was just around the 
junction it was generally respected. 

Thank you for your comments.  
The World Health Organisation’s Pedestrian Safety: a 
road safety manual for decision-makers and practitioners 
summarises published research on the science of road 
safety for those on foot. It uses case studies from around 
the globe.  A distinguished peer review group have 
carefully studied the evidence. The report says “One of 
the most effective ways to improve pedestrian safety is 
to reduce the speed of vehicles” and in particular, 
reducing speed limits. Specifically listed as a proven 
intervention is to “Implement area-wide lower speed limit 
programmes, for example, 30 km/h” (20mph).  
Reducing speeds means that residents, pedestrians and 
cyclists can live and travel more safely. Over half of all 
accidents in which people are injured happen on urban 
roads with a maximum speed limit of 30mph.  
The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents 
(ROSPA) says: “An analysis of vehicle speed in 
pedestrian fatalities in Great Britain4, found that 85% of 
pedestrians killed when struck by cars or car-derived 
vans, died in collision that occurred at impact speeds 
below 40mph, 45% at less than 30 mph and 5% at 
speeds below 20 mph.” 

 Residents and road users all share these roads. Some 
residents cannot see clearly to exit their property by car 
to enter Ram Hill because the hedges are overgrown 
and unkempt:- not because of the speed of approaching 
vehicles, but their own limitations. 
Pedestrians and horse riders do not have access to a 
verge which, on a single track bus route, is very 
hazardous at any speed. 
You appear to favour an urban (and very expensive) 
option for a rural roadway rather than preserving the 
natural attraction of this area by proper maintenance of 
the router for all road users and by making 
residents/offices/facilities/farms responsible for their own 
driveway access. 

Thank you for your comments  

 Below are the comments from the respondents 
who chose option B) The length/area the speed 
limit covers should be longer/larger 

 

 It should cover the run from the top of station road up to 
the business park. I notice that has been excluded where 
in actual fact that is where a lot of the speeding takes 
place. Walkers and horses use all parts of RamHill and 
this part should not be excluded 

Thank you for your comments.  
The section from the business park to the junction with 
Henfield Road has been excluded because the speeds 
are greater than 24mph. To install a 20mph speed limit 
on a road, the mean speeds must be at or below 24mph, 
otherwise traffic calming is required. In this case traffic 
calming is beyond the remit of this scheme which is why 
this section has been excluded. It should also be noted 
that there is a footpath on this section of Ram Hill and 
everywhere else there is not.  

 The Ram Hill limit should start at the Henfield Road 
Junction to encompass users of the Industrial complex 
who are often in a rush... As a frequent walker Henfield 
Road itself is a dangerous stretch with it's narrow 
footpath and is slowly becoming even more so as traffic 
increases. It's a pity the section from Serridge Lane to 
the golf club is not included. 

Thank you for your comments.  
The section from the business park to the junction with 
Henfield Road has been excluded because the speeds 
are greater than 24mph. To install a 20mph speed limit 
on a road, the mean speeds must be at or below 24mph, 
otherwise traffic calming is required. In this case traffic 
calming is beyond the remit of this scheme which is why 
this section has been excluded. It should also be noted 
that there is a footpath on this section of Ram Hill and 
everywhere else there is not.  
Installing a 20mph speed limit on Henfield Road is 
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beyond the remit of this scheme. 

 Why not make Henfield road 20mph as well? Thank you for your comments.  
Introducing a 20mph speed limit on Henfield Road is 
beyond the remit of this scheme.  

 Living on Henfield Road, as I do I'm fed up with the 
constant speeding on Henfield Road and Ram Hill. I feel 
the Limit should include Henfield Road 

Thank you for your comments.  
Introducing a 20mph speed limit on Henfield Road is 
beyond the remit of this scheme. 

 As a resident in the 20 mph section of Henfield Rd. and 
seeing 90% of motorists ignoring it, I feel that unless 
some physical barriers i.e. speed bumps or chicanes are 
installed the council are wasting their time and my 
money just replacing 30 mph signs with 20 mph signs. 

Thank you for your comments.  
Traffic calming is beyond the remit of this scheme.  

 You should include Henfield Road, Coalsack Lane and 
The Ruffet as these are used as rat runs during peak 
traffic and walkers, cyclists and horse riders do not just 
use Ram Hill but the whole of the quiet lane zone. This 
would make the roads unappealing to rush hour 
commuters doing in excess of 60mph! If this area is ear 
marked to be slowed for safety and enjoyment of others 
then you MUST include the whole area within the QLZ. 

Thank you for your comments.  
Installing a 20mph speed limit on; Henfield Road, 
Coalsack Lane and The Ruffet are beyond the remit of 
this scheme.  

 Ram Hill should be 20 mph the full length down to where 
it meets Henfield road, it makes no sense to have a 
speed limit only half way down and then go to 30 mph 
towards the Henfield road junction, which exits onto a 
blind junction under the viaduct. 
The cost of having different signage and confusion is 
another factor to make note of. 

Thank you for your comments.  
The section from the business park to the junction with 
Henfield Road has been excluded because the speeds 
are greater than 24mph. To install a 20mph speed limit 
on a road, the mean speeds must be at or below 24mph, 
otherwise traffic calming is required. In this case traffic 
calming is beyond the remit of this scheme which is why 
this section has been excluded. It should also be noted 
that there is a footpath on this section of Ram Hill and 
everywhere else there is not. 
In terms of cost, it makes no difference whether the 
signs are erected at the junction or half way down the 
road as it will cost the same in either location. Installing 
signs where the speed limit is proposed to end would 
actually be less confusing for drivers than at the junction 
where they would be exiting a 20mph speed limit into a 
30mph speed limit and then if they turn right onto 
Henfield Road entering another 20mph speed limit. 

 reducing the speed limit for a short distance with no 
other remedial work and very limited resources for 
enforcement will not work. I Consider the reduction 
needs to be in-conjunction with speed tables. 

Thank you for your comments.  
The installation of traffic calming measures are beyond 
the remit of this scheme.  

 There is a 20mph speed limit on Henfield Road which 
seems to be routinely broken by motorists, while I am in 
support of the 20mph limit on Ram Hill I feel there needs 
to be more enforcement of the limits. 

Thank you for your comments.  
Enforcement of speed limits in South Gloucestershire is 
undertaken by the Police. You can find the following 
statement on their website:- "20mph speed restrictions 
will be treated in the same way as any other speed limit 
in the Avon and Somerset Police area in that 
enforcement will not be routine but will be intelligence led 
and where there is evidence of clear and excessive 
offending, accompanied by an aggravating factor, Avon 
& Somerset Constabulary may consider enforcement 
where appropriate". 

 I fail to see what this proposal is likely to achieve as 
stated. I cycle down/up Henfield Road on most days and 
despite being a 30mph limit many cars fly along at 40+ if 
not 50+ mph (the road boasts itself as a "Designated 
Leisure Route". Putting a few 20mph signs along Ram 
Hill is unlikely to achieve anything and seems to be a 
waste of funds. I feel that a far more beneficial proposal 
would be to consider the whole Ram Hill/Henfield Road 
area and introduce traffic calming or other appropriate 
measures. 

Thank you for your comments.  
Extending the proposals to include Henfield Road and 
installing traffic calming measures is beyond the remit of 
this scheme.  

 At the end of Ram Hill where it meets Henfield Road you Thank you for your comments.  
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will have 20mph traffic meeting 30mph traffic on the 
most dangerous bend in the whole plan make Henfield 
Road 20mph also up to Westerliegh Road 

Extending the proposals to include Henfield Road is 
beyond the remit of this scheme. 

 As stated in your letter, Ram Hill is very popular with 
walkers, cyclists and horse riders and I feel for this very 
reason and due to the fact that more and more houses 
are being built in the area that Ram Hill and its 
surroundings should be used as a recreational area 
(after all we do have a quiet lane sign each end of 
Henfield) and therefore I feel that the road should be 
completely closed other than to access the small 
business park (which could be accessed from the top 
end of Henfield road closest to Coalpit Heath viaduct), 
and obviously also for the people that live in Ram Hill. 
That way parents could then let their young children 
enjoy the almost traffic free zone for cycling etc, and 
maybe some of our countryside could be saved together 
with its wild life. 
Thankyou 

Thank you for your comments.  
On each gateway entry treatment into Henfield Quiet 
Lanes (which includes Ram Hill) there are signs 
indicating the start of a quiet lane in which pedestrians, 
cyclists and horse riders share the road space with 
vehicles.  Quiet lanes are a network of rural lanes with 
minimum traffic calming where nobody has priority and 
all road users are encouraged to ‘share and care’.   

 It would also be helpful if some sort of restriction, such 
as access only on Ram Hill, This would hopefully close 
the ran run between Badminton Road and Westerleigh 
Road. 
The last time we tried a change of speed limit it was 
deemed unenforceable by the police. What has 
changed? 

Thank you for your comments.  
To restrict access for vehicles into Ram Hill except ‘for 
access’ would require the processing of a Traffic 
Regulation Order (TRO) to give the restricted traffic 
movement legal backing.  This is not a simple process 
and is often expensive involving extensive consultation.  
A TRO is unlikely to be processed if it does not have 
substantial support.  Support for an investigation scheme 
to be included on the Council’s Local Transport Priority 
List should initially be obtained from the Local Member 
and Parish Council before its inclusion on the list.  
Please see the following link in respect of the process for 
requesting traffic management and road safety 
improvements:- 
 
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/transport-and-
streets/streets/road-safety-traffic-schemes/local-
transport-priority-list/  
 
Enforcement of speed limits in South Gloucestershire is 
undertaken by the Police. You can find the following 
statement on their website:- "20mph speed restrictions 
will be treated in the same way as any other speed limit 
in the Avon and Somerset Police area in that 
enforcement will not be routine but will be intelligence led 
and where there is evidence of clear and excessive 
offending, accompanied by an aggravating factor, Avon 
& Somerset Constabulary may consider enforcement 
where appropriate".  
Avon and Somerset Police already enforce 20mph 
speed limits within South Gloucestershire so there is no 
reason why the 20mph limit on Ram Hill will not be 
enforced.  

 Below are the comments from the respondents 
who chose option C) The length/area of the speed 
limit is about right 

 

 I agreed with the recent imposition of 20mph in 
Roundways/Henfield Road etc. I am also supportive of 
the existing 30 mph restrictions in Henfield Road through 
to the Westerleigh Road. 
Unfortunately, for the most part and particularly at 
commuting times, these restrictions are widely ignored, I 
suspect often by people using these roads as a rat run. 
between the Badminton Road and the Westerleigh 

Thank you for your comments.  
Enforcement of speed limits in South Gloucestershire is 
undertaken by the Police. You can find the following 
statement on their website:- "20mph speed restrictions 
will be treated in the same way as any other speed limit 
in the Avon and Somerset Police area in that 
enforcement will not be routine but will be intelligence led 
and where there is evidence of clear and excessive 
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Road. 
30 to 40 mph is common in Roundways, and 35-50mph 
is common in Henfield Road. 
There is nothing to stop anyone completely ignoring 
these limits - people just know that the chances of 
getting caught are virtually nil as they know there is no 
enforcement. 
I have just once seen a motorcycle policeman with a 
speed camera in the 30mph stretch of Henfield Road, 
and was flashed several times - obviously illegally - by 
cars who had passed him before I got to the site. 
So I am afraid that although this proposal has the best of 
intentions, it will make little difference to the speed cars 
actually go along these proposed new 20mph roads. 
Unfortunately without some effective enforcement the 
money spent will be largely wasted and safety will not be 
significantly improved. 

offending, accompanied by an aggravating factor, Avon 
& Somerset Constabulary may consider enforcement 
where appropriate".  
Avon and Somerset Police already enforce 20mph 
speed limits within South Gloucestershire so there is no 
reason why the 20mph limit on Ram Hill will not be 
enforced. 

 I woul love to see it include Ruffet Road and The Hollows 
too. 

Thank you for your comments.  
The inclusion of Ruffet Road and The Hollows is beyond 
the remit of this scheme.  

 The proposed limit is reasonable considering the nature 
of the road and its use by large buses, elderly people, 
horses and walkers. Enforcement however could be 
even trickier than the existing 30mph limit. 

Thank you for your comments. 
Enforcement of speed limits in South Gloucestershire is 
undertaken by the Police. You can find the following 
statement on their website:- "20mph speed restrictions 
will be treated in the same way as any other speed limit 
in the Avon and Somerset Police area in that 
enforcement will not be routine but will be intelligence led 
and where there is evidence of clear and excessive 
offending, accompanied by an aggravating factor, Avon 
& Somerset Constabulary may consider enforcement 
where appropriate".  
Avon and Somerset Police already enforce 20mph 
speed limits within South Gloucestershire so there is no 
reason why the 20mph limit on Ram Hill will not be 
enforced. 

 Could you advise if the plan is to include speed bumps or 
just signs? People rarely adhere to the signs now so not 
sure how effective just putting up some 20 signs will be. 
Our drive is on Ram Hill and we often see buses and 
cars doing in excess of 50mph past our gate! 

Thank you for your comments.  
The proposals are to implement a 20mph speed limit 
with signs only. There are no traffic calming measures 
proposed for this scheme.  

 happy with the current 30mph speed limit Thank you for your comments.  
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Appendix B 

 

Comments received at Consultation via other methods Officer’s response 

 

 

Thank you for your comments.  
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