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NEEDS ASSESSMENT – EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1   What is this needs assessment for?  

The information from this needs assessment, feedback from the consultation and 

further work with stakeholders will inform our final proposals for what youth activities 

the council should be funding within its available resources and where they should be. 

Arrangements will then be made to commission these services and we anticipate new 

arrangements to commence in April 2019.    

 

1.2      Methodology 

This assessment explores the needs of young people aged 11 – 18 years in South 

Gloucestershire and for up to 25 years where a young person still needs help in 

becoming independent. It is not intended to include all aspects of young people’s 

needs, but focuses on those that are most relevant to the provision of positive 

activities. In order to explore those needs we have -  

 Reviewed demographic information and relevant strategies and reports about 

the needs of our young people.  

 Mapped current provision of positive activities for young people. 

 Identified the needs of young people facing additional challenges.  

We have considered this information alongside the underlying principles for future 

youth provision which were agreed by the council. This seeks to ensure that future 

provision is purposeful, inclusive, flexible, resilient, effective, efficient, collaborative 

and distributed across the area. We have also used this information to suggest some 

considerations for future commissioning priorities. The principles in full and the 

considerations for commissioning are attached to the needs assessment.   

 

1.3   What Positive Activities does the Council fund at the moment?  
 

Using the Positive Activity Subsidy (PAS) the council currently funds positive activities 

delivered by a wide range of organisations. The council also deliver or commission 

centre based youth provision in each of the previous 6 Priority Neighbourhoods and 

specific sessions each week for young people with learning difficulties and /or 

disabilities. The total annual budget for positive activities is £380,000. 

 

1.4  Proposed commissioning model  

The council propose to have one single fund for positive activities with the levels of 

provision in the current 5 Priority Neighbourhoods (Patchway, Kingswood, Cadbury 

Heath, Yate & Doddington and Staple Hill) and for young people with learning 

difficulties and/or disabilities being maintained. The proposal includes developing a 

model of commissioning to 3 to 5 lead providers who can then form partnerships to 

deliver the contract. It is likely that any new commissioning arrangements will start 

from April 2019.  


