
 
 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

 

SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNCIL 

(RODFORD WAY, YATE) (PROHIBITION OF 'U' TURNS) ORDER 201[-] 

 

S T A T E M E N T   O F   R E A S O N S 
 
Background 
 
Frome Vale Area Forum have proposed the scheme in support of physical measures 
introduced during 2016 that protect pupils attending the schools located in Kelston Close. 

This consultation relates to additional proposals that would ban U-turns made by east bound 
traffic on Rodford Way. The restriction would extend from Abbotswood junction to Scott Way / 
Heron Way roundabout. 

The restriction anticipates that eastbound traffic will utilise the roundabout junction with Scott 
Way to return in a westbound direction. In doing so the scheme avoids displacement of 
potentially dangerous manoeuvres being carried out further along Rodford Way at other 
breaks in the central reservation. 

Problems 

A) 10 collisions resulting in injuries have occurred along Rodford Way over the scheme 
extents since 2011. Seven of them resulted in injuries to bike riders. There is also a 
common factor of them happening at junctions and the majority resulted from vehicles 
turning right across the path of those going straight on.  

B) The speed limit is 40mph with a short length of part time advisory 20mph introduced for 
the benefit of schools located on Kelston Close. 

C) It has been noted that u-turning at Abbotswood junction occurs on a frequent basis, 
predominantly by vehicles approaching from the Westerleigh direction that want access to 
Kelston Close and the schools located there.  

D) To ban U-turns a legal traffic regulation order is required along with illuminated signs.  

E) Despite the reduced area available to U-turn at Abbotswood since construction of a traffic 
island in the side road, drivers can and do still perform the manoeuver by hooking round 
the central reservation; sometimes on the wrong side of the central reservation gap. 

F) Following traffic island construction drivers are using the next available junction to carry 
out similar U-turn manoeuvres. It is reasonable to assume when the legal order and signs 
are in place at Abbotswood the problem would lead to an increase in this behaviour. 

G) It is impractical to ban U-turning within the side roads themselves.  

Although consultation over a U-turn prohibition has already taken place for the Abbotswood 
junction, the second stage formal advertisement has been delayed to take account of this 
proposed extension, if it gains support. Any response or comments on either individual 
elements or the proposals as a whole will be welcome. 
   

 



 
 
Purpose of the scheme 

 To address concerns held by Frome Vale Area Forum about inappropriate U-turn 
manoeuvres made to access property and schools in Kelston Close. 

 To avoid U-turn manoeuvres being displaced to nearby roads. 
 

 

Details of the schemes proposals 

 
In addition to those required at Abbotswood; Illuminated signs in the Rodford Way central 
reservation at breaks adjacent to Glenfall, Bredon, Sundridge Park, Dovecote and also at the 
eastern end of central reservation. 


