
                Appendix 1 
 

 Current policy 

 
Proposed new description Proposed 

banding 
Change (same, 
Increase or 
reduced)  Current Band A 

1 Applicants accepted as homeless under Part VII 
of the Housing Act 1996 (as amended by the 
Homeless Act 2002) and owed a duty by South 
Gloucestershire Council.  This includes 
Agricultural workers as recommended by the 
Agricultural Dwelling House Advisory 
Committee. 

Same  A Same 

2 Urgent housing need due to health or welfare 
circumstances  

(as assessed by the HomeChoice panel)  

Same A Same 

3 Under-occupation: Where the applicant is the 
tenant of a partner member, lives in South 
Gloucestershire and  

1. Under occupies their property by 2 
or more bedrooms and is looking to 
move to a smaller property, or  

2. Who occupies a 2+ bedroom 
property and is looking to move to 
sheltered accommodation. 

Under-occupation: Where the applicant is the 
tenant of a partner member, lives in South 
Gloucestershire and  

1. Under occupies their property 
by 2 or more bedrooms and is 
looking to move to a smaller 
property, or  

2. Who occupies a general needs 
and is looking to move to 
sheltered accommodation. 

A Same 

4 Applicants who are statutorily overcrowded as 
defined in part X of the Housing Act 1985. 

(This is the so-called bedroom standard) 

Same 
 
 

A Same 

5 Applicants living in accommodation where 
assessment by the Private Sector Housing Team 

Delete and change to: 
 

  



has identified an actionable hazard under the 
Housing Health and Safety Rating system 
(Housing Act 2004), which is likely to have an 
immediate adverse effect on their health and 
which is not readily actionable under the 
provisions of the Act 

a) Actionable hazard for overcrowding where 
this is the equivalent of Part X. 
 

Otherwise, the applicant will be assessed for 
their need for extra space against the bedroom 
standard contained within the HomeChoice 
policy at: 
- lacking more than 2 bedrooms – A  
- lacking 2 bedrooms – B 
- lacking 1 bedroom - C 
 
www.southglos.gov.uk//documents/Bedroom-
eligibility.pdf 
 

A 
 
 
Dependent on 
hhd size and 
bedrooms 
short  

Same 
 
 
Could be any of  
+, minus or = 

b) There are significant hazards in your 
property and/or it is uninhabitable and your 
living conditions cannot be improved 

A Same 

NEW 
There are significant hazards in your property 
and/or it is uninhabitable and formal or 
informal enforcement action can be taken by 
the Council to improve these.  

Registered 
Applicant 

Reduced from 
Band A 

6 Applicants living in a South Gloucestershire 
supported housing scheme assessed as ready to 
move into independent accommodation by the 
housing provider. This will only apply where the 
Council and the housing provider have a service 
level agreement in place. This banding will also 
require that, where appropriate, arrangements 
have been made for post-tenancy support. All 
cases will be referred to the HomeChoice Panel 
(see 2.5.1).  

NEW 
Young parent households living in short term 
supported housing who have been assessed as 
ready to move into independent 
accommodation by the housing provider. This 
banding will also require that arrangements 
have been made for post-tenancy support.   

A Increase from 
Band B 

NEW 
 ‘Applicants living in a South Gloucestershire 
supported housing scheme assessed as ready 

A same 



to move into independent accommodation by 
the housing provider. The applicants 
vulnerability should be such that 
accommodation in any alternative tenure, 
such as the PRS, would by its nature have a 
detrimental effect on their vulnerability. This 
banding will also require that arrangements 
have been made for post-tenancy support.’ 

7 Applicants, aged 16-21 (16-24 in full time 
education), who have been looked after, 
fostered or accommodated by South 
Gloucestershire Council’s Children and Young 
Peoples’ Services and are ready for independent 
living. 

Age extended to 24 due to new care leavers 
duty 

A Same 

8 Applicants who have the right to succeed to a 
tenancy on the death of a tenant but who require 
rehousing in more suitable accommodation.   

Same  A Same 

9 Applicants who have been approved by South 
Gloucestershire Council’s Family Placement 
Team to provide long term foster care or and are 
currently in an inadequately sized property.  The 
Family Placement team are social workers from 
South Gloucestershire Council’s Children’s 
Services department.  

Applicants who have been approved by South 
Gloucestershire Council’s Family Placement 
Team to provide long term foster care OR long 
term special guardianship OR who are 
progressing through adoption and whose 
current housing would be statutory 
overcrowded by one of these situations.  

A Same 

10 Applicants who have been approved for adoption 
by the South Gloucestershire Adoption Service 
and are currently in an inadequately sized 
property.  

Delete and merge into 9    

11 Applicants who have multiple needs and meet 
several of the criteria in Band B, or where 
different members of the household have 
composite housing needs that meet criteria in 

Applicants who have multiple needs and meet 
several of the criteria in Band B, or where 
different members of the household have 

A Same 



Band B. This includes the needs of residential and 
non-residential carers. Band A would only be 
awarded following referral to the HomeChoice 
Panel.   

composite housing needs that meet criteria in 
Band B. 

12 Services personnel, who have received 
confirmation that they will discharged from the 
armed forces. This band will be awarded for 12 
months from the discharge date unless any of the 
following applies,  

 They are already suitably housed. 

 They are financially capable. 

 They do not have a local connection 
with South Gloucestershire.  

Same A Same 

13 Ex-services personnel with an urgent housing 
need, who fall within one of the following 
categories: 

 Are in the regular forces and suffering from a 
serious injury, illness or disability linked to 
their service. 

 Have served in the regular forces. 

 Have recently ceased, or will cease to be 
entitled, to reside in accommodation 
provided by the Ministry of Defence 
following the death of a spouse or civil 
partner who have served in the regular 
forces and whose death was linked to that 
service. 

 Are serving/have served in the reserve forces 
and are suffering from a serious injury, illness 
or disability linked to their service. 

 

Same A Same 



Please note that where the applicant does 
not have a local connection to South 
Gloucestershire, as per the qualification 
criteria at 2.1.1, they will be placed in the 
registered applicant category.   

 Band B    

 Housing need due to health or welfare 
circumstances 

   

14 Applicants in temporary, or insecure 
accommodation, who have received notice to 
leave. 

Change to  
Applicants who are threatened with 
homelessness under s195 Housing Act 1996 
(am. HRA 2017) and owed a prevention duty  

B Same 

15 Applicants who have received a possession 
order. 

Delete  
will come under a prevention duty under 14 

B Same 

16 Applicants who are homeless, or with no fixed 
abode, but who do not meet the statutory 
requirements for homelessness under part VII of 
the Housing Act 1996 (as amended by the 
Homelessness Act 2002). 

Delete  
merge with below 

  

17 Applicants who have been placed in interim 
accommodation pending a homelessness 
decision. 

 

Change to: 
Applicant who are homeless and: 
- are being considered under s189B of the 

Housing Act 1996 (am.HRA 2017) i.e those 
who are owed a Relief duty OR 

- those under final assessment of a homeless 
decision OR 

- those who have been fully assessed under 
homelessness where no duty to 
accommodate is found and we are still 
satisfied that they are homeless 

B Same 



18 Applicants living in separate households, but 
who wish to be rehoused together, where 
neither party has adequately sized 
accommodation to provide housing for the joint 
households. 

Delete  
Likely to come under a under a prevention 
duty  
 

  

19 Applicants living in tied accommodation, but 
wishing or needing to retire.  

Delete  
– will come under a prevent duty as per section 
14 above 

 
B 
 

 
Same 
 

20 Applicants who are lacking bedrooms for the size 
of their household, but do not meet 
requirements for statutory overcrowding. 

Delete - comes under 5   

21 Applicants who have been offered full-time 
employment in the area and are unable to 
commute.  

Amend to: 
Applicants who need to move to take up a 
definite offer of paid work or an 
apprenticeship and who are unable to 
commute and: 
- Have signed or have an offer of a contract 

for a minimum period of 12 months and 
- Work more than 16 hours per week on 

average and 
- Are based in the district for the majority of 

that time (at least 70%) 
 
* will require amendment to qualifications 
criteria to apply to housing register 

 

C Reduced from 
Band B 

22 Applicants, who own their own home, in 
exceptional financial hardship, making it difficult 
to maintain their current home 

Delete  
Would come under a prevention duty 

  



23 Applicants who need to move to a particular area 
to give or receive support where failure to meet 
that need would cause hardship 

Amend to  
‘Applicants who need to move to a particular 
area to give or receive support where failure 
to meet that need would cause one of the 
parties to require a package of health or care 
support.’   

B Same 

24 Applicants lacking facilities, or sharing facilities 
with non-household members. 

Same wording C Reduced from 
Band B 

25 Relationship breakdown where a spouse or 
partner is living under the same roof. 

Delete – would come under sharing with non-
household members 

  

26 Under-occupation where the applicant is the 
tenant of a partner member, resides in the 
district, under-occupies their property by 1 
bedroom and is looking to move to a smaller 
property, or who is looking to move from 1 bed 
general needs accommodation to sheltered 
accommodation. 

Amend to: 
‘Under-occupation where the applicant is the 
tenant of a partner member, resides in the 
district, under-occupies their property by 1 
bedroom and is looking to move to a smaller 
property, and where they have register for a 
mutual exchange.’ 

A Increase 

27 Applicants living in a South Gloucestershire 
supported housing scheme. This will only apply 
where the Council and the housing provider have 
a service level agreement in place. 

Amend to include ‘where applicants are not 
deemed to have a particular vulnerability 
under section 6 above’.  

C Reduced from 
Band B 

 Registered Applicant Category    

28 Other applicants wishing to move, but who do 
not fall in to any other category. 

 Registered 
Applicant 

Same 

29 Applicants with a health or welfare need that is 
unlikely to be improved by alternative housing.  

 Registered 
Applicant 

Same 

30 Applicants who have the financial capability to 
afford suitable alternative accommodation for 
their needs, including the market price of 
property or the market rent for a private let.  This 
will override all other priorities that would place 
applicants in higher bands (see 2.6). 

Amend to include ‘other than applicants who 
are applying under a homelessness duty’. 

Registered 
Applicant 

Same 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 


