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Downend Road/Grace Road Waiting Restrictions 

Feedback Report 

 

 
Purpose of the report  
This report is to feedback the results from the recent consultation on the proposed waiting restrictions on 
Downend Road/Grace Road.  

 

Background  
South Gloucestershire Council have received complaints from residents regarding parking on Downend 
Road adjacent to Red Bus Nursery. 

 

Purpose of Scheme 
The purpose of the scheme is to improve road safety for vulnerable road users and improve safety for 
pedestrians and children walking to nursery. The restrictions aim to maintain visibility at crossing 
locations and entrances. 
 

Proposed Scheme 
It is proposed to introduce additional waiting restrictions to improve access and egress on Grace Road as 
well as to improve visibility. The following roads are affected by this scheme: 

 Downend Road 

 Grace Road 
 

Drawing Reference 
Drawing number T304–668-001 shows the existing road markings and T304–668-002 shows the 
proposed area that will be subject to waiting restrictions. 

 

Consultation 
Details of the proposals including a plan and statement of reasons were posted on the South 
Gloucestershire website. The Council sent letters advising of the consultation to all properties affected by 
the proposals. In addition, notices were posted and maintained in the area for the 3 week consultation 
period. Local members, the Parish Council and the emergency services, amongst other statutory 
stakeholders were invited by email to view the consultation.  

 

Feedback from the consultation 
The online consultation drawing was viewed a total of 57 times. There were 13 individuals and 
organisations that responded to the consultation via the questionnaire. 
The comments received as part of the consultation have now been reviewed and can be found in 
appendix A.   
The respondents were asked to fill out a questionnaire. Figures 1 and 2 show the results of the 
questionnaire responses. 
 
The respondents were asked whether they supported the scheme as a whole, the results for this 
question are shown in figure 1.  
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Figure1:  

 
 
 
The respondents were asked to select the option which they most agreed with out of: 
A) The length/area the waiting restrictions cover should be shorter/smaller  
B) The length/area the waiting restrictions should be longer/larger  
C) The length/area of the waiting restrictions are about right  
D) I do not agree with the waiting restrictions at all  
The results of this question are shown in figure 2.  
 
Figure 2: 

  
 
The comments received as part of the consultation have now been reviewed.  The comments/concerns 
received via the online questionnaire are in appendix A. No other comments have been received.  

 

 

mailto:TransportServices@southglos.gov.uk


  3 

 

Steve Evans,  

Director for Environment and Community Services  

Streetcare, Transport and Waste, Design & Operations Team, P O Box 1954, Bristol, BS37 0DD 

Tel: 01454 868004 E-mail: TransportServices@southglos.gov.uk 

www.southglos.gov.uk 

 

Appendix A 

 Comments received at Consultation via the 

online questionnaire 

Officer’s response 

 E) Below are the comments from the respondents 
who chose option A) The length/area the waiting 
restrictions cover should be shorter/smaller  

 

 

 I live [information redacted for data protection] and 
parking is a nightmare already as the staff from the 
nursery park on the main road instead of in their car 
park. There are queues sometimes from the entrance to 
the nursery onto the main road for people waiting to drop 
off their children. This is highly dangerous. I appreciate 
that something needs to be done but I feel the residents 
are being penalised. The no waiting zone seems to be 
extended to 155 taking away one whole parking space. 
How will this be enforced? People will still leave their 
cars there while they nip across to drop off their children. 

 

Thank you for your comments.  
If the scheme is implemented the Councils Parking 
Services Team will be informed of the new restrictions 
and will be able to enforce them as and when needed. 

 F) Below are the comments from the respondents 
who chose option B) The length/area the waiting 
restrictions should be longer/larger  
 

 

 My property is [information redacted for data 

protection] and the Entrance is Regularly Obstructed. . 

Please can the "No Parking" signs include my Entrance? 
Thank you 

Thank you for your comments.  
The double yellow lines will be extended to include the 
respondents drive way. It should be noted that signs will 
not be erected with the proposed restrictions as signs 
are not needed for double yellow lines.  

 Double Yellow lines are required as the White lines are 

IGNORED & include [information redacted for data 

protection] Entrance as I have great difficulty Walking. 
... .. Also NO Parking on Grass verge Allowed at any 
time, as there is unsightly MUD and mess which spoils 
the Area.. Please Consider My Request... Thank you 

Thank you for your comments.  
The double yellow lines will be extended to include the 
respondent’s entrance. 
By extending the double yellow lines on the opposite side 
of the road, this will reduce the need for people to park 
on the grass verge as there will be more space for cars 
to pass and encourage safe parking on the road.  

 The original plans / permissions were flawed to allow the 
Red Bus Nursery to operate with no pedestrian access 
and with inadequate on-site parking for both staff & 
customers (since original permission granted, numbers 
further reduced). Most of the visual problems for safe 
access / leaving the nursery are due to the Nursery staff 
parking along the Downend Road and at the junction of 
Grace Road to Downend Road. Get Red Bus Nursery to 
increase vehicle parking on-site to accommodate their 
staff needs and that of a reasonable number of visitors. 

Thank you for your comments.  
Increasing parking on-site at Red Bus Nursery is beyond 
the remit of this scheme.  

 Whilst I agree with the basis of the scheme, it doesn't go 
far enough. This is without doubt an ugly junction and 
needs improving. However I feel a major contributing 
factor to the turmoil at this junction has been missed, 
namely the passage of cars etc into and out of Grace 
Rd. Whether turning left or right. Vehicles turning left into 

Thank you for your comments.  
By extending the double yellow lines on the opposite side 
of the road, this will reduce the need for people to park 
on the grass verge as there will be more space for cars 
to pass and encourage safe parking on the road 

Key: 
The comments are colour coded according to Figures 1 and 2 on page 2. 

All comments with a red stripes to their left indicate that the respondent did not support the scheme.  

All comments with a green stripes to their left indicate that the respondent did support the scheme.   
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Grace Rd are immediately baulked by parked vehicles 
on nearside, causing tail back into the main rd. (I should 
also say they are stopped by vehicles waiting in opposite 
direction) the same situation applies to vehicles turning 
out of Grace rd from a right turn. As you can imagine 
vehicles turning out of Grace rd get caught up in the 
mayhem. A solution would seem to clear the traffic off 
the junction quicker. This could be achieved by 
lengthening the no waiting at any time lines to the 
nearest point of 84’s driveway. This would provide much 
easier ingress and egress from Grace Rd. I feel this very 
salient point has been overlooked. 
Would also like to make the following points. Mention is 
made in your letter of encouraging cycling. (It is the case 
that on Downend Rd there are cycle lanes both sides of 
the road, but these are usually unusable due to vehicles 
parked on them and pavement. It seems a shame that 
the money spent in marking them out has mainly been 
wasted. Pavement parking seems to be the norm these 
days? Outside of 84 and included in the area highlighted 
on your plan we are suffering parking on the grass  
verges, which is completely spoiling them, it would be 
nice if you could do something about that. Strange thing 
is with this, is that I have no knowledge of any resident 
complaining. 
 

 G) Below are the comments from the respondents 
who chose option C) The length/area of the waiting 
restrictions are about right  
 

 
 
 

 I work at Red Bus Nursery & Pre-School, and my 
personal opinion - I think it would help the staff and 
parents cross the road/leave the car park safely. 
 

 Thank you for your comments.  

 my worry is that these restrictions will drive more people 
to park in grace road. We already have problems now 
with Red Bus staff parking outside our properties all day. 
Surely part of their planning approval would have been to 
provide adequate parking for their staff? Also they are 
prone to park too close to our verge crossovers, which 
causes difficulties for us getting out onto grace road, and 
they often park with 2 wheels on the grass, which the 
state of the verges will testify. 
 

Thank you for your comments. 
By extending the double yellow lines on the opposite side 
of the road, this will reduce the need for people to park 
on the grass verge as there will be more space for cars 
to pass and encourage safe parking on the road 

 There is no pedestrian access to the Red Bus facility, 
parents walking to drop off their children must walk on 
the driveway, which during peak times is dangerous. 
Parking on Downend Rd. and Grace Rd. has been 
increased due to staff parking on these roads, however, 
six tandem parking bays are allocated, on site as staff 
parking, but there is rarely more than 2 cars parked at 
this location. 
 

Thank you for your comments.  

 Below are the comments for those who chose 
option D) I do not agree with the waiting 
restrictions at all.  

 

 My reasons for not supporting this proposed scheme is 
as follows: 
 
* It is not clear as to which specific days and times the 
proposed waiting restrictions will apply. If 24/7, the 
nursery only operates Mon-Fri and therefore this seems 

Thank you for your comments. 
TSRGD 2016 states that double yellow lines prohibit the 
waiting of vehicles at all times. Rule 243 of the highway 
code states that you must not stop or park opposite or 
within 10 metres (32 feet) of a junction, except in an 
authorised parking place, except when forced to do so 
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to unfairly limit parking for a longer period than what is 
necessary. 
 
* Parking within the area is already very limited, 
particularly on Downend Road. Therefore the proposed 
waiting restrictions will limit parking for residents even 
further. 
 
* The nursery has a large space within the grounds for 
staff / customers to use to either park their vehicle or 
drop off their children. I do not however feel that this 
available space is sufficiently utilised. For example staff 
of the nursery use Downend Road and Grace Road to 
park their personal vehicles for the duration of the day 
Mon-Fri rather than park within the grounds. 
 
* The proposed waiting restrictions would of course apply 
to everyone, including nursery staff. Therefore this would 
limit parking for residents even further as staff would 
need to find alternative parking also given that they do 
not seem to currently use their grounds to park their 
personal vehicles. 
 
Overall, I feel an alternative solution which would benefit 
both residents of the surrounding area and staff is for 
grounds of the nursery to be better utilised for both staff / 
customer parking and drop offs. 
 

by stationary traffic.  
The proposed restrictions are mostly just re-enforcing 
the highway code, which drivers should be abiding by 
already.  
 
The Council cannot force the Nursery to make better use 
of their parking area. 

 

 

 

Future Programme 
Due to the comments received during the consultation, extra no waiting restrictions (double yellow lines) 
will be added to the proposals.  
 
In light of the fact that the majority of respondents supported the proposals the scheme will be forwarded 
to the Councils Legal Team for formal advertisement. The Councils Legal Team will draft a Traffic 
Regulation Order and advertise it for a period of 3 weeks. During this time notices will be placed in the 
local paper and on street in the affected roads. Details of the proposals will also be published on the 
Council’s website, giving people an opportunity to formally object to or support the proposed scheme. It is 
anticipated that advertisement of the proposals will take place during Summer 2018. 
 
Depending on the outcome of the advertisement, it is anticipated that works will commence on site 
shortly after the Traffic Regulation Order has been signed and sealed. However, if objections are 
received during the advertisement stage, the Council will be required to consider objections in a report 
before reaching a decision. 
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