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Feedback Report 
Rangeworthy – New Road (Wickwar Road) 
Proposed 30mph Speed Limit Extension 

 
Purpose of the Report 
 
The purpose of this report is to feedback the results of the recent consultation on proposals 
to introduce a 30mph speed limit on New Road (Wickwar Road), Rangeworthy. 
 
Background 
 

Concerns have been raised by Rangeworthy Parish Council about the appropriateness of the 
speed limit on Wickwar Road between New Road and Old Wood Lane.  It is a narrow rural 
lane with no footway for pedestrians and is used by villagers with children and dogs to 
access Old Wood Lane.   
 
The Parish Council have requested that the speed limit be reduced to 30mph. 
 
Speed monitoring recorded average speeds of 30.3mph, which supports the introduction of a 
30mph speed limit. 
 

The purpose of the scheme is to introduce a realistic speed limit for the road and encourage 
those travelling at above the current average speed to reduce their speed.  This should make 
the route more attractive for walking, cycling and horse riding. 
 
Proposed Scheme 
 

The proposed scheme is to reduce the speed limit from derestricted (60 mph) to 30 mph in 
Wickwar Road between New Road and Old Wood Lane.  
 
Drawing Reference 
 

Drawing number T426-407-02 shows the existing speed limit and T426-407-03 shows the 
proposed 30mph speed limit. 
 
Consultation 
 
Public consultation was undertaken between 2 May and 13 June 2018.  Letters advising of 
the consultation were delivered to properties in the vicinity of the New Speed Limit.  In 
addition colour notices were erected along Wickwar Road.  
 
Details were also entered onto the Council’s consultation website.  Emails advising of the 
consultation were sent to the local councillor, parish council, and emergency services. 
 
Feedback from the Consultation 
 
The drawing showing the proposals on the online consultation was viewed a total of 85 
times.  There were 24 individuals and organisations who completed the questionnaire.  
Overall there was support for the proposals with 19 in favour and 5 against. 
 
In addition 2 other written responses were received, one in favour and one neutral. 
 
Rangeworthy Parish Council confirmed their support for the scheme.  Wickwar Parish 
Council wanted the scheme to be longer than proposed. 
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The local councillor confirmed her support for the scheme. 
 
 

The responses to the individual questions are summarised below:- 
 
Do you support the scheme as a whole? 
YES   79.2% (19 No)  
NO   20.8% (5 No)  
DON’T KNOW 0 % (Nil) 
 
The length of the proposed speed limit is about right   33.3% (8 No) 
The length of the speed limit should be longer than proposed 45.8% (11 No)  
The length of the speed limit should be shorter than proposed 0% (Nil) 
The speed limit shouldn’t be introduced at all   20.8% (5No) 
 

Who responded? (Note respondents were allowed to select all that applied) 
 
Resident inside the affected area      11 No 
Resident outside the affected area     9 No 
A local employer / representative of a local organisation  2 No 
Local councillor       1 No 
A member of the Parish Council     2 No 
Other          2 No 

 
Other comments 
 
A full list of comments and the engineer’s response is provided in the questionnaire responses 
section towards the end of this report. 
 
 
Future Programme 
 
The initial consultation was carried out to inform the local residents about the proposed speed 
limit and to ensure that their comments and concerns are considered at an early stage. 
 
In view of the comments received, it is proposed to slightly extend the scheme to include the 
narrow bridge and approach bend east of Old Wood Lane. 
 
In view of the support shown for the scheme, the next stage will be for South Gloucestershire 
Council to formally advertise a Traffic Regulation Order reflecting the proposal.  This involves 
preparation of legal documents, placing notices in the local paper and along the affected roads, 
and also publishing details on the Council’s website, giving people an opportunity to formally 
object to or support the proposed scheme. 
 
Depending on the outcome of the advertisement, it is anticipated that works will commence on 
site shortly after the Traffic Regulation Order has been signed and sealed which is anticipated to 
be in the autumn of 2018.  However, if objections are received during the advertisement stage, 
South Gloucestershire Council will be required to report objections to the Director of Environment 
and Community Services for a decision on how to proceed. 
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Additional Information and Council response 
 

1. Speed monitoring for this section of Wickwar Road/New Road supports the introduction 
of a 30mph speed limit rather than a 40mph speed limit.  Setting a higher speed limit 
such as 40mph, together with repeater signs might inadvertently lead to higher speeds. 

2. The limitations of scheme budget and scope prevent major expansion of the scheme 
beyond current proposals.  However, in view of the comments received the scheme will 
be extended slightly to include the narrow bridge and bend east of Old Wood Lane.  In 
view of the large number of requests to further extend the speed limit, including a request 
from Wickwar Parish Council…An investigation scheme has been added to the Local 
Transport Priority List in respect of extending the 30mph speed limit to the junction of 
Limekiln Road.  Once a year all investigation list schemes will be scored and prioritised 
for investigation against the council’s Joint Local Transport Plan goals. 

3. The 30mph speed limit will be signed in accordance with national regulations.  At the 
entry point into the limit there will be terminal signs on both sides of the road 
accompanied by a ‘30’ roundel applied to the surface of the road.  30mph repeater signs 
will be placed at regular intervals where there is no street lighting.  If street lighting is 
present the regulations are quite clear :- Neither signs nor road markings may be used as 
repeaters to indicate a 30mph speed limit on roads with street lighting. (Traffic Signs 
Manual Chapter 5) 

4. Sadly although mean speeds are 30.3mph there are a significant number of drivers who 
travel well above this speed.  For instance on 7 Feb 2018, 91 vehicles travelled at speeds 
between 30 and 35 mph, 60 travelled at speeds between 35 and 40mph, 12 travelled at 
speeds between 40 and 45mph, 1 travelled at a speed of between 45 and 50mph and 2 
travelled at speeds of between 50 and 55mph.  Speed readings will be taken following 
implementation of the scheme and it is hoped that these will show that high end speeds 
have been greatly reduced.  I am sure this will be welcomed by residents and road users 
alike. 
 

 
Questionnaire and written responses 

 

Comments received at Consultation 
(Note comments have been reproduced as submitted so include 

all spelling and grammatical errors uncorrected) 

Officer’s response 

30 is not right. What would be better is 40 all the way to Wickwar. 60 is too 
fast around the country lanes with cycle riders, houses and walkers. The 
section indicated is dead straight and the one bit that doesn’t have the 
highest priority.. 

See notes 1 and 2 above 

The length of road specified is OUTSIDE of the built-up area. Thus a 30mph 
limit is NOT appropriate. However, nor is the National Speed Limit 
appropriate due to the width of the road. A 40mph limit is therefore 
suggested as the most appropriate for this length of road. The fact that the 
average speed on this road is only just over 30mph implies that the 
maximum speed encountered would be around 40mph. All too many of our 
extra-urban roads are having inappropriate, artificially lowered speed limits 
imposed to appease the loud-mouthed, arrogant cycling fraternity, and to a 
lesser extent. pedestrians and horse riders. 

See note 1 above 

I regularly cycle along this road and it is mostly quite although occasionally I 
meet drivers trying to maintain the speed limit; this can be very frightening. 
I feel a 30 m.p.h. limit is entirely appropriate as it is difficult to exceed this 
safely anywhere along the road. I think it would be an appropriate limit along 
the length of the road from Rangeworthy through to the main Wickwar road; 
this would require repeat "30" signs to ensure observation of the limit which 
councils generally claim are not applicable although I suspect they are not 
actually precluded in law or policy as suggested by the frequent use of "20" 
repeaters in Bristol 

See notes 2 and 3 above 

It is essential to reduce the speed of traffic on this lane. It is used by 
walkers, cyclists and horses, and I often see vehicles driving at excessive 
speed. 

Thank you for your 
comments 

Not sure what's trying to be achieved here, you shouldn't need any kind of See note 1 above 
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"buffer zone" there is no grace when it comes to hitting a speed limit sign, as 
soon as you get to it you should be doing no more than the speed posted, 
also there is a clear sightline on the approach to it, so I'm not even going to 
suggest putting a sign up warning of the impending change of speed limit.  
The speed limit change as it currently starts almost exactly where it should 
be, right in line with a major change to the character of the road and 
adequately set to "encourage self-compliance". 
What seems to be getting proposed is another example of the speed limit 
starting arbitrarily X distance away from where the settlement starts, it just 
shows contempt for most ordinary drivers, while expecting them to 
rigorously obey speed limits which increasingly don't make sense, and it 
teaches drivers bad behaviour as they more often come across speed limits 
that change before they need to, and of course, it makes even less sense 
for traffic leaving the village.  
 
A driver coming across a 30 mph sign in the middle of a non-built-up road 
running through open fields is highly likely to discount it as irrelevant, and 
may well then maintain a higher speed when entering the developed part of 
the village.  
 
It leaves that entrance to the village with no drop in the speed limit in line 
with the change in the character of the road as people cross a threshold, 
while doing pretty much nothing to deal with people who do go speeding 
along that road even though they could quite clearly see the speed limit drop 
ahead of them. 

I regularly cycle along this road and recognise that safety needs to be 
improved for more vulnerable users. 

Thank you for your 
comments 

As the British Horse Society Access Officer I support all speed restrictions 
This road is used extensively by horse riders who are put at risk by speeding 
vehicles. 

Thank you for your 
comments 

Rangeworthy Parish Council 
Delighted this proposal has got to the top of the list. 
Ideally, there should also be a footpath. I do understand that conventional 
footpaths are very expensive to install and could appear incongruous in 
such a rural setting. However, I wonder if there any other options for 
protecting pedestrians and cyclists which have been implemented in other 
European countries such as the Netherlands and Sweden such as a line of 
poles along the edge of the road? 

Thank you for your 
comments 

The SOR gives no information as to the volume of traffic on this road - this is 
a key omission. However, it says that the average speed of traffic on the 
road is 30.3mph and SGC claims this supports the introduction of a 30mph 
speed limit.  
This is bureaucratic nonsense. What the measured speed of vehicles shows 
is that drivers already are aware of the road conditions and drive accordingly 
- with a degree of care. There is no need for nanny-state SGC to put a 
speed limit on this stretch of road. As a principle, if one measured the speed 
of traffic on most narrow lanes in the country, one would find that recorded 
speeds were low - that would not support the notion that lower speed limits 
should be applied everywhere! It simply confirms that most drivers are 
capable of assessing road conditions and adjusting their speed accordingly. 
To demonstrate the silliness of SGC's argument, if drivers drove along this 
stretch of road with reckless abandon and the average speed was recorded 
as 60mph, SGC would presumably say the current speed limit was 
appropriate! To most of us, that sounds nonsensical. 
The parish council has concerns about this short stretch of road but given 
that traffic is already travelling at the speed the parish council would like to 
see imposed, it would appear more sensible to put up warning signs to alert 
drivers that there may be pedestrians around. Introducing a 30mph speed 
limit will do little or nothing to change the speed of the traffic so it is 
impossible to see how the concerns of the parish council will be assuaged 
as nothing will change! Apart from wasting public money. 

The average daily bi-
directional flow on 
weekdays is 522 vehicles. 
See note 4 above  

I fully support the imposition of 30mph limit on the proposed section - I 
regularly use this road on foot and whilst most drivers are considerate of 
pedestrians, some drive in a dangerous fashion. I also live about 200m 

Thank you for your 
comments. 
 

mailto:TransportServices@southglos.gov.uk


Steve Evans,  

Director for Environment and Community Services  

Streetcare, Transport and Waste, Design & Operations Team, P O Box 1954, Bristol, BS37 0DD 

Tel: 01454 868004 E-mail: TransportServices@southglos.gov.uk 

www.southglos.gov.uk 

inside the current 30mph zone and some drivers are still doing well over 
30mph when they reach my house so must be doing considerable speed 
when approaching the village. This area is regularly used by children playing 
out so anything which can be done to moderate speeds within the built up 
area would be useful.  
The outer limit of the proposed scheme should be extended to include the 
narrow bridge over the river just beyond Oldwood Lane. This area has a 
restricted view when approaching from Wickwar and the bridge is too narrow 
to allow vehicles (especially lorries, many of which use New Road to access 
the pallet depot on Limekiln Lane) to safely pass pedestrians. I believe that 
extending the 30mph limit to the junction of New Road/Limekiln Lane would 
be an additional improvement. 

 
 
 
 
 
See note 2 above 

I walk with my small children in a pushchair along this stretch of road to 
access Old Wood Lane and often feel unsafe by the speed and proximity of 
vehicles, including large lorries, that pass us. I would feel safer if the 
proposed new speed limit was introduced and hope it would also help to 
encourage better compliance of the 30 limit through the village which 
currently is frequently exceeded. 

Thank you for your 
comments. 
 

I am very much for lowering the speed limit along the proposed section of 
road. I am however surprised that the sample of speeds taken was as low 
as 30.3mph. Generally people le drive along the road much faster than that. 
I would suggest lengthening the section of proposed speed limit to Limekiln 
Road. 

See notes 2 and 4 above 

We agree in principle with extending the speed limit however the passing 
places on this stretch of road are in need of some urgent attention from 
yourselves. The edges of the road are giving way and potholes have formed 
meaning that unless you have a 4 x 4 vehicle it is difficult to pull over to let 
oncoming vehicles pass. 
I hope you will address this situation for us, 

Thank you for your 
comments.  Your concerns 
about maintenance of the 
passing places have been 
reported to the relevant 
team. 

We travel the road fairly often, to restaurants in Rangeworthy, Cromhall, and 
Tortworth Court, speed can be an issue but the lorries using the route I 
believe can cause problem if the are involved in accidents etc, the lower the 
speed less chance of serious injury... 

Thank you for your 
comments, although I 
suspect they relate to the 
B4058.  This proposal is 
for New Road which is a 
side road off the B4058. 

Avon and Somerset Police 
I understand from the Statement of Reasons that “Concerns have been 
raised by Rangeworthy Parish Council about the appropriateness of the 
speed limit on Wickwar Road between New Road and Old Wood Lane. It is 
a narrow rural lane with no footway for pedestrians and is used by villagers 
with children and dogs to access Old Wood Lane. 
The Parish Council have requested that the speed limit be reduced to 
30mph. 
Speed monitoring recorded average speeds of 30.3mph, which supports the 
introduction of a 30mph speed limit.” 
 
I further understand that the purpose of the scheme is “ to introduce a 
realistic speed limit for the road and encourage those travelling at above the 
current average speed to reduce their speed. This should make the route 
more attractive for walking and cycling” and that the proposal is “to reduce 
the speed limit from derestricted (60 mph) to 30 mph in Wickwar Road 
between New Road and Old Wood Lane” as shown on drawing  
T426-407-03.  (attached). 
 
As previously discussed, we have a Force stance regarding the introduction 
of speed restrictions, which has been written to reflect the current speed 
environment.  I copy this below for your information.  
 
“Speed limits are only one element of speed management and local speed 
limits should not be set in isolation. They should be part of a package with 
other measures to manage speeds, which include engineering, visible 
interventions and landscaping standards that respect the needs of all road 
users and raise the driver’s awareness of their environment, together with 
education, driver information, training and publicity. 

Thank you for your 
comments 
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The police service has to ensure all resources are used effectively in 
responding to community priorities. 
Avon and Somerset Constabulary will support all appropriate speed limits, 
including 20mph roads, where; 
 
The limit looks and feels like the limit, giving visiting motorists who wish to 
conform that chance; 
the desired outcome has to be speeds at the limit chosen so as to achieve 
safe roads for other and vulnerable users, not high speeds and high 
enforcement; 
the limit is self-enforcing ( with reducing features) not requiring large scale 
enforcement; 
the limit is only introduced where mean speeds are already close to the limit 
to be imposed, (24mph in a 20mph limit) or with interventions that make the 
limit clear to visiting motorists; 
speeding problems identified in an area must have the engineering, site 
clarity and need re-assessed, not simply a call for more enforcement. 
 
Enforcement will be considered in all clearly posted limits, given other 
priorities, and this will be by: 
 
Targeted enforcement where there is deliberate offending and the limits are 
clear; 
 
Where limits are not clear ( that is they don’t feel like or look like the limit or 
are on inappropriate roads), they will not be routinely enforced, only targeted 
where there is intelligence of obvious deliberate disregard which may result 
in increased threat, harm or risk to other road users. 
 
Deliberate high harm offenders will always be targeted and prosecuted 
whereas enforcement against drivers who simply misread the road may not 
be appropriate. 
 
None of the above should in anyway leave the impression that we will not 
enforce the law, As with all speed limits, and other enforcement work, we 
will use evidence to ensure that our resources are allocated in the most 
appropriate way using appropriate tactics. Enforcement of limits that do not 
comply with the above representations could lead to mistaken offending and 
could risk the loss of public support. 
 
Enforcement cannot and must not take the place of proper engineering and 
or clear signing.” 
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