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Cossham Street – Mangotsfield 

Proposed Environmental Weight Limit 

Consultation Feedback Report 

 
Purpose of the report  

 
The purpose of this report is to feedback the results from the recent consultation on the proposed 
environmental weight limit on Cossham Street and the surrounding roads in Mangotsfield. 

 

Background 

  
Requests have been made by members of the public for a weight limit to be introduced on Cossham 
Street, Mangotsfield due to heavy congestion during peak times. 

 

Purpose of Scheme 

 
The purpose of the scheme is to reduce congestion on Cossham Street. 
 

Proposed Scheme 

 
The proposed scheme is to introduce a 7.5T MGW Limit on the following roads: 

 
•Cossham Street (west of the roundabout with Wadham Grove) 
•Elmleigh Avenue 
•Elmleigh Close 
•Elmleigh Road 
•Oakland’s Close 
•Oakland’s Road 
•The Old Orchard 

 
Drawing reference 

 
Outline details of the scheme are shown on drawing T303-034-001. 

 

Consultation 

 
Consultation took place between the 27th April and 18th May 2018. Details of the proposals including a 
plan and statement of reasons were posted on the South Gloucestershire website. The Council sent 
letters advising of the consultation to all properties affected by the proposals. In addition, notices were 
posted and maintained in the area for the 3 week consultation period. Local members, the Town Council, 
and emergency services, amongst other statutory stakeholders were invited by email to view the 
consultation.  

 

Feedback from the consultation 

 
The online consultation drawing was viewed a total of 97 times. There were 23 individuals and 
organisations that responded to the consultation via the questionnaire and 1 other response received by 
email. 
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The respondents were asked to fill out a questionnaire. Figures 1 and 2 show the results of the 
questionnaire. 
The respondents were asked whether they support the scheme as a whole, the results for this question 
are shown in figure 1.  
The respondents were asked whether any alterations should be made to the area of the proposed weight 
limit, the results for this question are shown in figure 2. 
 

Figure 1 

 
 

 
Figure 2 
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The comments received as part of the consultation have now been reviewed.  The comments/concerns  
received via the online questionnaire are in appendix A, all other comments received are in appendix B.  
 
 

Additional Information and Councils Response 
 

1. Buses are exempt from environmental weight limits such as the one proposed. The weight limit on 
Richmond Rd is an environmental weight limit, hence why buses can travel along it. 
 

2. The weight limit only applies to goods vehicles. Any goods vehicle that needs to access a location 
inside the weight limit is exempt from it. 

 
3. The layout of the existing priority system is very well established and there have been no 

recorded injury accidents associated with its use within the last five years.  The layout also serves 
to encourage compliance with the 20mph speed limit.  Alternative forms of traffic calming, such as 
speed tables (road humps), offer similar advantages and have been successfully introduced on 
other routes in place of priority kerb build outs.  To consider removing or replacing the existing 
priority system would however require a funded scheme in the Council’s Capital Programme.  
Anyone wishing to submit a request for the Council to further investigate this may wish to view the 
following page from the SGC public website that explains the prioritisation process for highway 
schemes and the way in which all requests and suggestions for measures are compared and 
evaluated: 
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/transport-and-streets/streets/road-safety-traffic-schemes/local-
transport-priority-list/ 

 
4. Modifying parking restrictions is beyond the remit of this scheme. The Rodway Waiting Restriction 

Review (currently at the legal stage) is assessing parking issues in the area. As part of the 
review, changes are proposed to the disabled bays on Cossham Street.  Any further requests 
should be forwarded to the South Gloucestershire assess and decide team. 

 
5. Resurfacing of Cossham Street is currently planned for this summer. 

 
6. Traffic counts taken on Cossham Street show HGV’s represent 2.3% of westbound traffic and 

3.6% of eastbound traffic. Introducing the weight limit on Cossham Street would force HGV’s to 
take alternative routes (e.g Westerleigh Rd or A432) which are more suitable. 

 

 

Future Programme 

 
In light of the responses received at consultation and the fact that the majority supported the proposals, 
the scheme will be forwarded to the Councils Legal Team for formal advertisement. The Councils Legal 
Team will draft a Traffic Regulation Order and advertise it for a period of 5 weeks. During this time 
notices will be placed in the local paper and on street in the affected roads. Details of the proposals will 
also be published on the Council’s website, giving people an opportunity to formally object to or support 
the proposed scheme. It is anticipated that advertisement of the proposals will take place in 
autumn/winter 2018. 
 
Depending on the outcome of the advertisement, it is anticipated that works will commence on site 
shortly after the Traffic Regulation Order has been signed and sealed. However, if objections are 
received during the advertisement stage, the Council will be required to consider objections in a report 
before reaching a decision.  
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Appendix A 

 

Comments received at Consultation via the online 

questionnaire 

Officer’s response 

Below are the comments from individuals who 

selected: “The weight limit area should be larger” 
 

in agreement scheme - further it should be extended from 
top of short wood hill through shortwood and on to 
cossham street  
 
only exemptions should be -  
buses  
coaches to the three sports clubs affected 
delivery lorries to sports clubs and pub in shortwood  
bin collection/rod sweeping etc  
 
In addition cossham street should be made double yellow 
lines on both sides and the chicane removed -to 
compensate the car park in Mangotsfield should then have 
a number of 1 hour slots made available for the local 
businesses in cossham street 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 1 and 2 
above. 
 

The main problem is not the size of vehicles it is the 
parking in the area, too many vehicles parking on double 
yellow lines, on street corners and on pavements making it 
difficult for traffic to flow freely as it should. More 
inforcement of parking regulations and yellow lines are 
required not nessesarily a weight limit. It can be 
impossible to exit our drive at times due to the amount of 
vans and cars parked on pavements and street corners at 
all times of day. Elmleigh road is used as a rat run when 
cosham st is blocked and it's an accident waiting to 
happen because of the poor parking of motorists in the 
area. 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 4 above. 

Below are the comments from individuals who 

selected: “The weight limit area should be smaller” 

 

Will the weight restriction apply to buses? The buses 
serving where I live is already very limited, X49 to Bristol 
bus station hourly, and 10 to Southmead Hospital/Parkway 
hourly but none on Sundays. If the buses cannot use 
Cossham Street then we would have no service at all.  

Thanks for your comments. See Note 1 above. 

Below are the comments from individuals who 

selected: “The weight limit area is just right” 

 

This should stop heavy lorries going through Shortwood 
as well  
My daughter lives on Main Road Shortwood and they are 
too big. There is an island there and they have a job to get 
through  
Also there is an island along Cossham Street and it is too 
narrow 

Thanks for your comments.  

This will stop large vehicles going through Shortwood  
There is an island on Main Road and time and time again l 
have seen them just squeeze through hitting all the 
hedges  
This will maybe stop the surface of Cossham Street 
getting in the state it is in at the moment  
Stop the build up traffic on Cossham Street because the 

Thanks for your comments.  
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cars can’t get through when it is their right of Way by the 
island because of the width of the vehicle 

I am fully in favour with a weight limit on Cossham Street. 
Large vehicles use the pavement as a means of 
overcoming the problem. 
I also believe more investigation should be given to the 
times of the buses as these regularly pass one another in 
the narrowest area of the road causing gridlock. The bus 
stop outside the church is not in the best place as when a 
bus stops there the traffic often tails back on to St James 
Street. 

Thanks for your comments. Your query has been 
forwarded to the councils Public Transport team.  
 
Bus stops are typically located near to junctions as 
these tend to be focal points for pedestrians. Finding 
new locations for bus stops can be problematic 
because of objections from frontagers and the 
difficulty with finding space to install a shelter and 
bus boarder kerbs. 
 
 

This is a good idea, not only do they hold up traffic but 
they also park up on the roads and pavements causing 
more issues and blocking access to property and 
pavements. 

Thanks for your comments.  

I support the idea but I am not persuaded that it really 
addresses the core problem of traffic congestion on 
Cossham Street and surrounding rounds. I have lived here 
for over 10 years and I have never once encountered 
congestion caused by a large vehicle but always by cars. 
The problem is the design of the road and specifically the 
on street parking areas, the pinch point that is only one 
car wide and the difficulties of getting out of the road at 
the junction by the church. Really it's all those that need 
re-engineering, possibly with the introduction of traffic 
lights at the junction and the removal of the parking bays 
during peak times, at least, especially given that the shops 
and post office they served have shut. I still support the 
weight limit, especially on the roads off Cossham Street, I 
just doubt that in itself it is sufficient solution to the 
problems that currently exist. 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 3 and 4 
above. The parking bays are for residents of 
Cossham Street.  
 
Introducing traffic lights at the junction with St 
James’s Place is beyond the budget and remit of the 
scheme.  

My only concern is this might impact rubbish collection. 
This might cause knock on delays 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 2 above. 

I have no real objection to the scheme, although I question 
the difference it will make. The congestion that I have 
seen would not be reduced by the weight limit. Would the 
weight limit affect buses using the road? Is so then I would 
object to the weight limit as it woul do more harm than 
good. 
 
I would also like to raise that the condition of cossham 
street us in a terrible state with multiple pot holes, cracks 
and puddles. Are there plans to resurface it? I cannot think 
of any roads in the area that are in a worse condition. 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 1 and 5 
above. 
 

The vehicles using this road are to large & are a danger to 
smaller vehicles & pedestrians  
I agree totally with there being a weight limit. 
I just hope it will also be policed unlike the 20 MPH limit 
which many drivers ignore. 

Thanks for your comments. 
 

The attached drawing shows that Richmond Rd and 
Windsor Place are already limited to 7.5 tons MGW, yet 
buses run along those roads , which weigh in excess of 
that weight, so how is this happening and will busses still 
run along Cossham Street. ? 
Many thanks 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 1 above. 
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Below are the comments from individuals who 

selected: “The weight limit should not be introduced 

at all” 

 

I cannot support the scheme because the information and 
diagram provided do not provide adequate information 
about the scheme. e.g. Is it a 24/7 limit, what is the impact 
of the traffic using alternative routes, and the impact on 
residents along those routes. There is no indication of the 
number of vehicles that are causing the problem, where 
they are going and what they will do instead. This appears 
to be a poorly explained scheme and as resident in a 
property that may be affected on an alternative route the 
scheme needs to have much more explanation, and an 
impact assessment provided. Are there alternative 
solutions to the issue, e.g. speed cameras, better parking 
enforcement, etc? 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 6 above. The 
proposed weight limit will be in force 24/7. 
 
Speed cameras and parking enforcement will have 
no impact on congestion as speed readings taken 
before the implementation of the 20mph limit on 
Cossham Street recorded average speeds of 21mph 
and parking is already enforced.   
 

I disagree with introducing a weight limit ,the problem with 
the traffic is caused by the traffic calming island in 
cossham street and cars waiting to turn right to use Tesco 
in mangotsfield Rd . 

Thanks for your comments.  
 

i don't believe this is an effective way of controlling 
congestion in the area. the vast majority of HGV's are 
accessing the local area so wont be effected. 
 
if improved flow is what is wanted....remove the single 
lane restriction and use alternative means such as road 
humps for maintaining speed control. 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 3 above. Only 
HGV’s accessing a point within the weight limit are 
exempt. We have designed the weight limit to 
maximise its effectiveness by making it small. 
 

The bulk of the traffic is people in cars, on days when it is 
raining there is significantly more school traffic. Very few 
HGVs seem to pass through so I can't see how it will help. 
Traffic calming is required (i.e speed bumps) to reduce the 
speed of traffic in the area (particularly around cossham 
street.) I guess it is also a case of deterring traffic during 
rush hour, also congestion seems to be caused by the 1 
way priority on Cossham street. Sometimes people don't 
obey the priority and then there is a stand off (horns and 
heated exchanges etc.)   

Thanks for your comments. See Note 3 above.  
 

The volume of traffic is not that much of a problem.as this 
is evident from the fact that there are very few issues once 
you get past the existing traffic calming.. 
 
The primary issue is the parking between the church and 
the first chicane. Coupled with the existing chicane and 
terrible road surface conditions it makes for dangerous 
connection at peak times. 
 
It makes more sense to change the traffic calming for 
speed bumps and/or introduce double yellow lines in the 
thinnest part of the road. 
 
I have driven along the road from my house to wards 
mangotsfield village daily for the past 6 months. When 
there are no cars parked on the left hand side the traffic 
flows perfectly. However when there are cars there, there 
ends up with a 3/4 cars stuck on in both lanes with 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 3 and 4 
above. 
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nowhere to move 
 

There is no problem with lorries using Cossham Street, 
but maybe the weight limit of the lorries should be reduced 
to say 18 tons for the whole length of the B4465 running 
from Shortwood Hill to Mangotsfield. 
There would be no problem at all if all the traffic 
restrictions in Cossham Street were removed in total - 
parking & traffic calming measures (as it was when I came 
to the area in 1978) to allow a free flow of traffic.. I have 
watched the traffic restrictions build up over the years but 
as there is now a 20mph restriction this reduces the 
possibility of accidents. 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 3 and 4 
above. 
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