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South Gloucestershire Council 
 
DECISION REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENT AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 
ACTING UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY 
 
 
SUBJECT OF REPORT:  TO CONSIDER OBJECTIONS TO THE PROPOSED 30MPH SPEED 

LIMIT ON WASHINGPOOL HILL/WASHINGPOOL HILL ROAD, 
TOCKINGTON 
(OLVESTON AND ALVESTON WARDS)  

 
DATE: 20 June 2018  
 
 
Purpose of Report 
 

1. To consider objections received following the statutory advertisement of the proposed 
30mph speed limit on Washingpool Hill and Washingpool Hill Road.  

 
Policy 
 

2. The joint Local Transport Plan (2011-2026) sets out policies to deliver an affordable, low 
carbon, accessible, integrated, efficient and reliable transport network to achieve a more 
competitive economy and better connected, more active and healthy communities. The 
Joint Local Transport Plan is based around five key transport goals. 

 

 Reduce carbon emissions 

 Support economic growth 

 Promote accessibility 

 Contribute to better safety, security and health 

 Improve quality of life and a healthy natural environment 

 
Background 
 

3. South Gloucestershire Council recently consulted on a 20mph speed limit in the vicinity of 
Tockington Manor School. In response to this consultation concerns were raised by local 
residents about the speed in which vehicles were driving along Washingpool Hill Road and 
a number of respondents requested that the proposed 20mph speed limit be extended 
further into the village, on Washingpool Hill Road and Washingpool Hill to the junction with 
the A38.  
Extending the 20mph speed limit to cover the whole of the village was investigated and 
discussed with the Local Member but it was found that speeds were too high to enable a 
20mph speed limit to be introduced without the installation of traffic calming measures.  
Traffic calming measures are beyond the remit and funding available for the 20mph speed 
limit scheme.  
Further investigation showed that it would be possible to implement a 30mph speed limit on 
the remainder of Washingpool Hill Road and Washingpool Hill.  
Therefore after consulting with the Local Member and Parish Council it was decided to 
propose and consult on a 30mph speed limit on the remainder of Washingpool Hill Road 
and Washingpool Hill. 
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The Issues 
 

4. There has been 1 recorded injury accident on the affected roads during the last 3 years. 
 

5. The scheme engineer has worked with the Local Member and Parish Council in developing 
the proposals. 
 

6. The speed readings taken for the scheme are as follows:  
Washingpool Hill Road – 
Eastbound 

 Mean speeds = 27.7mph, 

 85th %ile = 32.6 
Westbound 

 Mean speeds = 27.4mph.  

 85th %ile = 32.8 
Total Flow – 27.5mph  

 
Consultation - 
 

7. Public consultation of the initial proposals was undertaken between 20th September 2018 
and 15 September 2017 and is summarised below:- 

 
The online consultation drawing was viewed a total of 87 times. There were 54 individuals and 
organisations that responded to the consultation via the questionnaire and 4 other response 
received via other methods. 
The comments received as part of the consultation have now been reviewed.   
The respondents were asked to fill out a questionnaire. Figures 1 and 2 show the results of the 
questionnaire responses. 
The respondents were asked whether they supported the scheme as a whole, the results for 
this question are shown in figure 1.  
 
The respondents were asked to select the option which they most agreed with out of: 
A) The length/area the speed limit covers should be shorter/smaller  
B) The length/area the speed limit covers should be longer/larger  
C) The length/area of the speed limit is about right 
D) I do not agree with the speed limit at all 
The results of this question are shown in figure 2. 
 
Figure1: 
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Figure 2: 

 
 

8. The advertised proposals consist of:- 

 A 30mph speed limit in:- 

o Washingpool Hill 

o Washingpool Hill Road 

A plan showing the proposals is shown in Appendix B. 

 
9. The proposals were advertised from 26th March 2018 to 19th April 2018 

 
10. Responses received are as follows:- 

Received 1 objections and 3 other comments in support. 

The responses are summarised in Appendix A. 
 
Options 
 

11. There are two options for how to proceed:- 
 

 Implement the scheme as advertised 

 Abandon the scheme 
 

Financial Implications (includes tax implications such as VAT) 
 

12. Implementing the proposed 30mph speed limit on Washingpool Hill and Washingpool Hill 
Road can be met from the £78,000 budget allocated to scheme NM19/2014 within the 
directorate’s 2018/19 Capital Programme. Should the scheme be abandoned then the 
remaining funding would be re-allocated within the confines of the grant conditions. 

 
Paul Webb, Finance Manager 
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 01454 865715 
 
Legal Implications 
 

13. In reaching a decision the Executive Member for Transport is required to consider the 
responses received to the consultation. Details of the outcome of the consultations and the 
officer response to them are contained in this report. There are no other legal implications 
arising from this report. 

 
Andrew Griffiths, Solicitor and Group Manager, Legal Team 
 01454 863037. 
 
Human Resources Implications 
 

14. There are no human resources implications arising from this report. 
 
Gaynor Fisher, HR Business Partner - Environment and Community Services  
 01454 868193. 
 
Environmental Implications  
 

15. The proposed scheme aims to improve traffic flow, increase safety for vulnerable 
road users and improve the local environment for residents in the affected area. There may 
be some associated reduction in emissions from vehicles. 

 
Nicola Melville, Senior Environmental Policy Officer 
 01454 863328 
 
Social Implications 
 

16.  The proposed reduction in speed limits should provide a safer and more social 
environment for the community in and around Washingpool Hill/Washingpool Hill Road. 

 
Mark Pullin, Strong, Safer Communities Manager 
 01454 868480.  
 
Economic Implications 
 

17. There are no direct economic implications arising from this report or the recommendation. 
This would ensure commercial vehicles travelled at a ‘lower/safer’ speed helping to 
contribute to road safety.  

 
Antony Merritt, Strategic Economic Developments Manager  
 01454 863645. 
 
 

Equalities Consideration 
 

18.  Lower speed limits will make it more comfortable for pedestrians to walk along the road.  
  
Katie Myles, Trainee Engineer Technician  
 01454 863028 
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Privacy Impact Assessment 
 

19. There are no privacy issues. 
 
Mark Shearman, Principal Engineer, Design & Operations Team, Streetcare 
 01454 863601 
 
Risks, Mitigations & Opportunities 
 

20. Implementation of the scheme should increase safety for vulnerable road users. 
 

Other Implications 
 

21. There are no other significant implications for the council. 
 
Local Member 
 

22. Following circulation of the report the local member has commented as follows:- 
I fully support the introduction of the 30 mph speed limit. As it is a rural lane please could 
signage be kept to a minimum? -Matthew Riddle  
 
 

Conclusions 
 

23. Whist we recognise that the scheme has received an objection officers have worked with 
members and other stakeholders to mitigate the impact of the scheme and therefore given 
the benefit to the community it is recommended that the scheme is implemented as 
advertised 

 
Decision 
 

1. Both the local member and officers see value in progressing the proposed speed limit.  It is 
therefore recommended that the proposed 30mph speed limit on Washingpool 
Hill/Washingpool Hill Road should be implemented as advertised. 

2. That the Head of Legal Governance and Democratic Services be authorised to seal the 
Traffic Regulation Orders. 

3. That the objectors are informed accordingly. 
 

Decision of the Director of Environment and Community Services 
 
I make the decision as recommended having been advised and taken account of all 
relevant factors.  
 
Signed:   
 

 
 
Director of Environment and Community Services  
 
Date 20 June 2018 
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Departmental Contact 
Katie Myles, Trainee Engineer Technician, Design & Operations Team, Streetcare 
 01454 863028 
 
 
Background Papers 
Responses to the advertisement of traffic regulation orders  
Statement of reasons 
Feedback statement and summary of comments to consultation 
 
Appendices 
Appendix A - Summary of objections 
Appendix B – Drawing number; T422-098-007-Rev A 
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APPENDIX A – STATUTORY OBJECTIONS 
 

Objectors comments Officers comments 
Statutory objections  

 
Objection to the scheme on grounds of the 
following:- 

 

Objection 1 
As far as I’m aware the speed limit is not 
meant to bring down average traffic speeds, 
it’s a legal maximum meant to single out the 
small number of motorists who seek to 
disregard their own and other people’s safety 
and should represent the fastest you can go 
and under ideal conditions. You only have to 
cross over into Wiltshire and it almost always 
feels too dangerous to go the speed limit and 
you naturally drive under it. 
 
Just like the previous statement of reason this 
one also contains 0 data on either the average 
speed or the 85th percentile.  
Apparently the average speed is 31mph and 
the 85th percentile is 36mph respectively and 
the level of compliance is 97% in contrast there 
are many other roads in the county with mean 
average speeds over the limit, so I would 
guess that that is exceptionally high. It seems 
obvious to me that there is not problem with 
excessive speed on this road, and if people 
may think 85th percentile is too high, but that’s 
already much lower than many roads in the 
county that already have 30mph speed limits.  
 
The sightlines available and the standard of 
the road is the overwhelming factor in how 
drivers judge their speed. 
The average speed is already so low 
compared to the limit that the 40 repeaters 
seem to do more to warn pedestrians that the 
road is particularly fast than it does to make 
people drive faster also I taught my niece that 
40 repeaters are a good indication that she 
needs to be especially careful  on a road. Also 
as far as I’m aware Badminton Road through 
Coalpit Heath has the same Average speed 
and 85th percentile as this road and that was 
reduced to 30 years ago.  
 
Despite are being told they’re allowed to go 
faster here, and almost no one is. In contrast to 
that there are many roads in the county and 
some not far away that have much higher 

Thank you for your comments.  
 
After a great deal of consultation with all the local 
residents, the School, the Parish Council and the 
Local Member, a decision was reached to propose 
a 30mph speed limit on Washingpool 
Hill/Washingpool Hill Road. It was felt that due to 
the nature of the road a 30mph speed limit would 
feel more appropriate and the speed readings 
(which can be found in ‘The Issues’ section of this 
report) taken support this. The fact that the 
average driver already drives around the speed in 
which we are proposing instead of the national 
speed limit also supports this. 
 
Furthermore introduction of lower seed limits tends 
to have a greater impact on high end speeds, 
which should have a positive impact on the road.  
  
There will be no physical engineering changes 
made to the road because they are not needed 
and would not be appropriate due to most of the 
road being only wide enough for a single vehicle.  
 
Yate, Frampton Cotterell and Winterbourne are 
beyond the remit of this scheme.  
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average speeds despite having a lower speed 
limit, one of them 10mph over the speed limit.  
 
It seems odd to me that a local authority could 
have such extreme levels of discourse 
between limits and average speeds and yet 
still go about acting like that dropping the 
speed limit will make a big difference and/or 
the speed limit is somehow to blame, are the 
councillors voting on this even made aware of 
that level of that discrepancy within the 
authority? 
 
Dropping the speed limit often has very little 
effect on average traffic speeds while having 
an extremely detrimental effect on driver 
compliance to the extent of increasingly 
making it harder for law enforcement to be able 
to concentrate on the kind driving of behaviour 
the speed limit is meant to single out.  
 
Is it also true that there are no longer plans to 
make any engineering changes to the road, 
unless you count putting some paint down? 
 
If the average speed is higher outside the 
village towards Yate maybe, it’s because it’s 
been set too low, the situation of the speed 
limit not dropping as it enter Frampton Cotterell 
now was by your own making, and now the 
proposal seems to leave traffic entering 
Winterbourne with no drop in speed limit as the 
road changes in character? 
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Other comments Officers comments 

Other for the scheme:-  

Comment 1 
I support the change in speed limit on Washingpool 
Hill Road, Tockington from 60mph to 30mph. 
I am a former resident of Old Down Hill, Tockington 
and was and continue to be a regular user of 
Washingpool Hill Road. The road has tight bends 
with steep banks either side and inadequate 
visibility. It is also only single track width in places 
with limited overtaking places. Much of it is steeply 
sloping with overhanging trees and dramatic 
changes in lighting. A length of road that needs 
great care navigating, instant reaction to oncoming 
traffic in the centre of the road and a good deal of 
courtesy towards oncoming vehicles. Regular 
users will be aware of these issues but first time 
users need some additional warning.   
  

Thank you for your comments.  
 

Comment 2 
I fully support the proposal for the reasons given in 
the Statement of Reasons 
  

Thank you for your comments.  
 

Comment 3 
I am writing to support the proposed 30 mph limit 
on Washingpool Hill Road. As long-term residents 
we have witnessed many dangerous situations & 
blatant cases of driving far too fast for the 
prevailing conditions. Since the introduction of the 
20mph limit outside Tockington Manor School 
there has been a small improvement but many 
vehicles still disregard the limit & approach the 
restriction far too quickly from the unregulated 
section of the road coming from the A38 junction. 
I would also like to mention the flagrant disregard 
for the 7.5 ton weight restriction displayed by 
numerous large vehicles on a daily basis. 
  

Thank you for your comments.  
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