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Background 
 
With Bromley Heath Viaduct major works nearing completion, the associated requirement 
for temporary closure of various roads in South Gloucestershire by Temporary Traffic 
Regulation Order (TTRO) for the safe and expeditious movement of traffic will expire. 
 
Immediately following cessation of the TTRO the Council propose an Experimental Traffic 
Order (ETO) under Section 9 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the effect of which 
will be to continue the prohibition of motor vehicles from using certain roads as through 
routes, namely those described in the Section 14 - TTRO, SCHEDULE 1: Bromley Heath 
Road north of the A4174, Bromley Heath Service Road, Bury Hill and Cuckoo Lane. 
 
Purpose of the scheme  
 
The proposed restrictions following cessation of the Temporary Traffic Regulation Order 
(TTRO), aims to examine the effects of these closures in combination with closure of 
another route used by through traffic. This additional route gives rise to road safety 
concerns at Kendleshire Crossroads where a number of injuries sustained in road traffic 
collisions have been reported, involving traffic moving between Down Road east of the 
A432 Badminton Road and Ruffet Road to the west. Investigations into a potential 
junction improvement with traffic signal control has proven that option unviable, as 
continued east west traffic demand and the required pedestrian crossing facilities, means 
extensive queueing adversely impacts the safe operation of the principal road network as 
far as the A4174 ring road junction. 
 
Additional reasons for the ETO proposals include the continuing environmental impact 
that increasingly large volumes of commuter traffic has on the Henfield Quiet Lanes area, 
Bury Hill and Moorend. The Council has no reason to suspect anything other than traffic 
growth in the area, as continued demand is seen across the West of England region for 
employment and associated residential property. 
  
Prior to Bromley Heath Viaduct major works, cyclists reported conflict when passing the 
Cuckoo Lane junction when heading south to north on the A432. The conflict is reflected 
in collision data. Providing improved facilities at the location is not straightforward due to 
physical constraints but removing the large demand from through traffic on the side road 
has the effect of largely eliminating the issue. 
 
Anecdotal evidence indicates the lanes affected by the TTRO road closures have become 
more widely used for active travel and leisure use, which would accord with local and 
national aspirations for promoting sustainable travel choice. The ETO will provide 
opportunity to assess the benefit over a wider geographic area.  
 
Details of the scheme proposals 
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Similar concrete features to those currently in place at TTRO closure locations will also 
be installed on Ruffet Road and Coalsack Lane to physically prevent through traffic larger 
than 1.5m wide. The experimental traffic order will apply to all motor vehicles. 
Initial locations for the road closure features are shown on drawings T437 - 443 – 04 to 
08 with an overview on drawing T437 – 443 – 09. Some of the features are being 
relocated slightly on the road from their current positions to examine their effect in 
advance of any permanent feature being installed after the experiment. 
 

It is considered appropriate that this proposal should be introduced using the approved 
procedure for experimental Traffic Regulation Orders in order to facilitate the modification 
of the scheme in the light of experience of its operation, should the need arise. 
 
The Council will consider in due course whether a permanent Order in like terms to this 
Experimental Traffic Regulation Order should be made. 


