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Answers to some common questions about 

the scheme. 
Update Friday 27 April 2018 

The road closure at Coalsack Lane and Ruffet Road will not be implemented 

on Monday the 30th of April to enable us to discuss the exact locations of 

experimental closure points with the local community.  

The current closure of the Bromley Heath Road service road at its junction 

with Quakers Road will remain in the same position as now following request 

from residents. Further consultation will take place with regard to the form and 

location a permanent closure might take. This will be put in place on Monday 

30 April. 

The experimental closures of Bromley Heath Road north of the ring road, Bury 

Hill and Cuckoo Lane will continue in the positions advertised, from Monday 

30th April. 

 

 

Where are you closing roads? 

Existing sites where the road has been closed for Bromley Heath Viaduct major 

maintenance at Bury Hill and Cuckoo Lane. With relocated closure points on 

Bromley Heath Road north of the new Cleve Archers site entrance and Bromley 

Heath Road service road south of Bromley Drive. Also two new closures on Ruffet 

Road & Coalsack Lane.  

Why are the road closure points not all the same as those used during the 

Bromley Heath Viaduct works? 

This is not a continuation of a Temporary Traffic regulation Order (TTRO) used for 

roadworks. This is an Experimental Traffic Order (ETO) which must be an 

experiment in its own right. On Bromley Heath Road Service Road the temporary 

closure has met with support from many residents of the service road but there is 

limited room to create a turning head for any permanent closure there. Having 

consulted with the refuse collection service, a trial at the more southerly, location 
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immediately south of Bromley Drive, has been devised where there is more space to 

create a turning head if one is deemed necessary. 

Why are you closing roads? 

The reasons are varied depending upon the road in question, but there are also 

some common factors. To overcome frequent queue jumping by use of the service 

road for properties alongside Bromley Heath Road. To provide a convivial 

environment for journeys on foot, horseback or by bike where currently there is little 

opportunity, to reduce the demand for right turns at Kendleshire staggered 

crossroads where there is a high risk of further collisions and injury, to address 

requests for traffic volume and speed reduction on lanes that in nature do not allow 

for free flow two-way traffic, to reduce maintenance liability where edge erosion and 

surface damage can undermine the road foundation.   

Walking to school has become a viable option where prior to the viaduct works it was 

not. More appropriate volume of traffic would continue to use Worrells Lane and 

Moorend Road. 

How are you closing roads? 

The concrete drainage rings used for temporary closures during Bromley Heath 

Viaduct works have proven appropriate for short to medium term use and allow for 

repositioning during the experiment. A 1500mm gap is sufficient to allow cyclists, and 

horses through whilst restricting most motor vehicles. 

Wouldn’t traffic signals be a safer option at Kendleshire crossroads? 

Although a revised layout could be intrinsically safer through design to modern 

standards, there would be disadvantages and a potential for creating safety 

concerns elsewhere. The closures proposed here have only been considered after 

traffic modelling indicated a conventional traffic signal junction within the available 

highway land would result in frequent queuing back to the A4174 ring road and 

beyond. This is unsurprising when consideration is given to the current light 

restriction on movements along the main road. If traffic is stopped for any significant 

length of time, delays are inevitable.  Experience also would indicate a traffic signal 

junction would attract more vehicles to the location to the detriment of Down Road 

and Ruffet Meads (Henfield) area.  

How long are you closing roads for? 

It is usual for an experimental traffic order to run for six months without variation 

before any restrictions are made permanent. However if restrictions are altered, the 

six month period for objections may restart. Within eighteen months of the first date 

the restrictions are put in, it is a requirement that the council will have made a 

decision to implement the restrictions permanently or remove the closures.  

How do I make my views known about the road closures? 

The main place to find up to date information about the scheme is through the 

Councils consultation pages. You can find a number of ways to submit your views 

including via a questionnaire, writing a letter or emailing your comments.   
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How do I object to the road closures? 

Unlike the three to four week advertisement period of a conventional Traffic 

Regulation Order, objections may be submitted during the full six month 

experimental period. If there are variations to the experiment, that six months would 

restart. Depending upon when the variation were made, the maximum period for 

submission of objections would be twelve months before the council would enter a 

time of analysis and consideration of the most appropriate next steps.  Comments 

submitted during the short period of consultation before the experiment is bought into 

effect will also be considered in the same manner, though there is no requirement to 

do so.  

What happens if you alter the experiment? 

If the council is satisfied that there should be a relaxation or relocation of restrictions 

we will publicise any change and the six month objection period would recommence 

when the change is made. 

Why didn’t you tell me that the roads were going to be closed? 

The councils capital programme that allows for the scheme to be undertaken has 

only recently been agreed. In part, the experience of the temporary road closures in 

connection with Bromley Heath Viaduct scheme have contributed to the hastening of 

implementation as closures already in place can be utilised  

When will the roads be open again? 

The experiment could be altered and some roads be reopened before the six month 

experiment has concluded. However the experiment is intended to assess the 

practicality of permanent road closures, which may be the end result. 

Will you close the roads permanently? 

At this stage we cannot say that will happen. 

What vehicles are stopped from using the roads? 

Motor vehicles including motorcycles. 

How do the emergency services get access through the road closures? 

This would be impractical given the physical features used, as seen during the 

Bromley Heath Viaduct works.   

Surely these roads relieve congestion on the surrounding network? 

The capacity of the roads is limited but they do offer an alternative for smaller 

vehicles  

What about the increased air pollution caused by longer journeys? 

There is no simple answer. Offering the roads as more attractive routes for cycling 

may encourage some change in vehicle use and there are already issues with 
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vehicle queues at junctions onto the main roads at peak times. All journeys in 

combustion engine vehicles will contribute to air pollution.    

How can I find out more? 

Please view the consultation pages at www.southglos.gov.uk/consultation 

How will you notify people of changes?  

Those who have registered an interest in the consultation may be written to or 

emailed by preference, though signs will be placed in conspicuous locations and a 

press notice will be issued via social media. The most up to date information will also 

be available on our consultation pages. 

Will you review whether the closures are working and if so when, and how will 

the public be informed of this? 

We will assess initial feedback prior to implementation on 30th April and we anticipate 

a review after three to four weeks as the Whitsun holiday approaches. Subsequent 

reviews will depend on the scale of any negative effects seen to that point. Feedback 

will be made available via our online consultation pages. Once a final feedback 

report has been produced it will be posted on the consultation pages and emailed to 

those who have indicated they would like a copy when they completed a 

questionnaire or responded in another way. Final feedback may not be until after the 

experiment period is over and the results have been analysed which could be after 

April 2019 but by the latest date for a decision to be made in October 2019. 

How will the closures be enforced? 

Though the police may choose to undertake enforcement it is unlikely that would be 

a routine activity but the measures are self-enforcing by design. 

What about fly tipping and unauthorised traveller encampments? 

This is a concern raised by residents in similar situations where road closures have 

been implemented and any reported instance will be taken into account during the 

decision making process. Experience elsewhere in South Gloucestershire indicates 

that the level of fly tipping is very dependent upon the ease of access and exit for the 

culprit and any potential surveillance by passing public or from nearby property. 

Incidents could decrease or increase in frequency.   

Is there a maintenance liability? 

During the experiment this is negligible. Should permanent closure result from the 

experiment then it is likely less wear and tear on these roads would provide a 

financial benefit overall to the councils highway maintenance liability.  

How many accidents are there?  

The council holds records of collisions resulting injury as reported by the police. Nine 

of these type of incidents are recorded at Kendleshire Crossroads in the last five 

years, two at Coalsack Lane junction with Westerleigh Road, five at Henfield Road 
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junction with Westerleigh Road and two at Cuckoo Lane junction with Badminton 

Road. 

The A432 Badminton Road stands alone in South Gloucestershire as being deemed 

medium to high risk by the Road safety foundation EuroRAP report issued in 

November 2017. The road continues to be of concern to the council and Kendleshire 

crossroads features prominently in the 2016 list of accident concentration sites, 

above the Willy Wicket A4174 junction.  

Why not implement a quiet lanes scheme or lower the speed limit? 

That option has been used with negligible success in Ruffet Meads area and also 

around Upton Cheyney. The council has been repeatedly approached for greater 

intervention in these cases, resulting in a blanket 30mph speed restriction in 2017 

around Upton Cheyney.  

Ruffet Meads Quiet Lanes implemented in 2007 with a 30mph speed limit, has ten 

years of history to draw from and whilst it keeps roads open for all, it has proven 

insufficient to overcome increases in traffic volumes and cannot be considered as 

being in accord with the spirit of the original Quiet Lanes initiatives. A 20mph speed 

limit is to be bought into effect on Ram Hill and Serridge Lane in May 2018. 

Why not close Coalsack Lane and leave Ruffet Road open? 

The road safety officers feel the reduction in through traffic capacity insufficient to 

reduce collision risk. As demand continues to rise, traffic will eventually migrate to 

any viable route.  

 

ENDS 


