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STATEMENT OF REASONS 
 
 

Messrs SW and JD Sprackman and Mrs JM Sprackman seek to divert parts of two public footpaths 
OTH77 and OTH 78 where they cross land at Pound House Farm, Thornbury.  Recent planning 
permission has been granted for the extension of the existing agricultural buildings to the north, 
which will necessitate the diversion of public footpath OTH 78 further away from the buildings.  
Combined with the recent construction of a slurry pit to the north east of the buildings, the general 
poor terrain of the land immediately north and northwest of the buildings, and the desire lines of the 
public, the owners wish to take the opportunity to consider the footpath routes on the farm as a 
whole and provide legally agreed alternatives which will benefit both their farming practices and the 
public.  An adjacent landowner to the south has also agreed for part of OTH 78 to be diverted as 
part of this application insofar as it affects his land because the path will become field edge and 
thus more easily managed. 
 
With regard to the legal tests to be satisfied under the Act: -  

 

 In the interests of the landowners it is expedient that the line of footpath OTH 78 is diverted 
away from the buildings and that both footpaths are diverted onto more easily maintained 
routes;  
 

 The proposed diversions do not alter the termination points of the paths and will not be 
substantially less convenient to the public.  OTH 78, although slightly longer, will run across 
better ground, in a more attractive setting and will provide a more direct route to 
Rockhampton and OTH 77 will be marginally shorter;   
 

 It is expedient to confirm the order having regard to the effect it will have on public 
enjoyment of the route, as OTH 78 will be in a more attractive setting and on better terrain 
and OTH 77 will be marginally shorter; 

 

 The applicant has agreed to pay the Council’s administrative costs, and costs associated 
with advertising the order, any compensation that the Council may become liable for as a 
consequence of the order and any expenses incurred in making the site of the proposed 
route ready for use by the public. 

 
 

 




