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B4058 Bristol Road - Cromhall 

Proposed 40mph Speed Limit  

Feedback Report 

 

 
Purpose of the report  
This report is to feedback the results from the recent consultation on the proposed 40mph speed limit 
approaching the 30mph limit in the village of Cromhall. 
 

Background   
Requests have been made by residents, the ward member and the Parish Council to rationalise the 
speed limit and reduce the existing 50mph speed limit to 40mph on the westbound approach to the 
village of Cromhall.  
 

Purpose of Scheme 
The purpose of the scheme is to reduce traffic speed on approaching the 30mph limit in the village of 
Cromhall.  
 

Proposed Scheme 
The proposed scheme is to implement a 40mph limit as a continuation from the current 40mph limit on 
the westbound approach to the village of Cromhall.   
 
The following roads are affected by this scheme: 
 

 B4058 Bristol Road 
 

Drawing Reference 
Drawing number T408–063-05 shows the existing speed limit and T408–063-04 shows the proposed 
area that will be subject to a 40mph speed limit. 
 

Consultation 
Details of the proposals including a plan and statement of reasons were posted on the South 
Gloucestershire website. The Council sent letters advising of the consultation to all properties affected by 
the proposals. In addition, notices were posted and maintained in the area for the 3 week consultation 
period. Local members, the Parish Council and the emergency services, amongst other statutory 
stakeholders were invited by email to view the consultation.  

 

Feedback from the consultation 
The online consultation drawing showing the proposed speed limit was viewed a total of 64 times. There 
were 17 individuals and organisations that responded to the consultation via the questionnaire. 
The comments received as part of the consultation have now been reviewed.   
The respondents were asked to fill out a questionnaire. Figures 1 and 2  show the results of the 
questionnaire responses. 
 
The respondents were asked whether they supported the scheme as a whole, the results for this 
question are shown in figure 1.  
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Figure1:  

 
 
The respondents were asked to select the option which they most agreed with out of: 
A) The proposed speed limit should be lower 
B) The proposed speed limit should be higher 
C) The proposed speed limit is about right 

 
The results of this question are shown in figure 2.  

 
Figure 2: 

 
 
 
The comments received as part of the consultation have now been reviewed.  The comments/concerns 
received via the online questionnaire are in appendix A. No other comments have been received.  
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Appendix A 

 Comments received at Consultation via the 

online questionnaire 

Officer’s response 

 Below are the comments from the respondents 

who agreed with the scheme as a whole 

 

 [information redacted for data protection 

purposes]. 
We regularly witness vehicles passing our house 
well in excess of the 30mph limit, and this makes 
entering and leaving our drive potentially 
hazardous, as it does for our near neighbours. The 
new reduced speed limit will hopefully have an 
impact on those who accelerate early when leaving 
the 30 zone and who slow down late when entering 
it, although I suspect it will have little effect on 
those who only follow speed limits if they believe 
there is an immediate risk of being fined, or those 
who use the road as a race track, or lorries who 
run through the village at night at their full speed 
knowing that they can get away with it. 
 
The only negative impact I can think of is that the 
new lower limit may increase the amount of 
overtaking on the section in question, as those who 
speed will attempt to overtake those obeying the 
limit. This happens anyway with the 50 limit, but I 
think the frequency is likely to increase. 

 Thank you for your comments. 
The Police should be contacted if it is felt that 
vehicles are exceeding the speed limits so that 
they can target enforcement in that area. 
 
 
 

 The 40 MPH limit would make for a consistent 
speed along the length of the B4508 from Bagshot 
to Cromhall providing a safer style of driving. 

Thank you for your comments. 
 

 As [information redacted for data protection 

purposes], I support any scheme which lessens 
the danger on the roads for horse riders. I used to 
ride this road and a lessening of the speed of the 
traffic would have been very welcome. 

Thank you for your comments. 

 By reducing the speed limit as proposed in the 
consultation it should reduce the speed of vehicles 
in the 30mph in cromhall. 
When walking my dog across the road near the 
new speed detector, I regularly see vehicles 
continuing at 50mph or higher into the 30mph 
zone. 

Thank you for your comments.  
The Police should be contacted if it is felt that 
vehicles are exceeding the speed limits so that 
they can target enforcement in that area. 
 
 

 A great idea, but not sufficient by itself. I cross the 
road every morning as I take our 3 daughters to 
school and it is dangerous. HGVs regularly pass 

Thank you for your comments. 
A gateway is being considered by the Parish 
Council.  

Key: 
The comments are colour coded according to Figures 1 and 2 on page 2. 

All comments with a red stripe to their left indicates that the respondent did not support the scheme.  

All comments with a green stripe to their left indicates that the respondent did support the scheme.  

All comments with a yellow stripe to their left indicates that the respondent didn’t know if they supported 
the scheme 
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through the village at 40-50mph - it is a matter of 
time before there is a serious incident. 
 
I fully support this proposal, but it needs to be 
aligned with gates, bumps etc. 

 
Speed humps can only be installed on roads with a 
speed limit of 30mph or less. They would not be 
legal or appropriate in this location.  
 
The Police should be contacted if it is felt that 
vehicles are exceeding the speed limits so that 
they can target enforcement in that area.  

 Hopefully this will reduce the speed of motorists 
entering Cromhall village in the 30 mph limit . 
At present motorists, including heavy goods 
vehicles, frequently speed through Cromhall 
exceeding 30mph. This not only creates a danger 
but results in extremely high levels of stressful road 
noise. 

Thank you for your comments.  
The Police should be contacted if it is felt that 
vehicles are exceeding the speed limits so that 
they can target enforcement in that area. 

 I support this speed limit. But it won't stop speeding 
in the village. I have stood outside my house and 
watched cars and lorries happily exceed 40 into the 
village, ignoring the new flashing signs. A new 
speed limit will also make no difference to vehicles 
leaving the village, many of whom exceed 40 by a 
considerable amount. They have therefore been 
travelling through the whole village at over 30. The 
only way to really stop them is to penalise them. 
Someone will get killed in the village at some point. 
There need to be cameras. 

Thank you for your comments.  
Speed cameras are beyond the remit of this 
scheme. 
The Police should be contacted if it is felt that 
vehicles are exceeding the speed limits so that 
they can target enforcement in that area. 

 I agree with the speed reduction as it should help 
to reduce excessive speeding through the village 
as the current 50mph approach encourages 
vehicles to continue speeding through even though 
there are speed activated signs. I also believe that 
our village should be fitted with new 'speed watch' 
data camera's the same as Kingswood Village. 
This way we should then be able to identify 
persistent speeders and they can be followed up by 
the Police and dealt with properly. All Villages 
should be offered these fantastic new information 
cameras and these could be funded by revenue 
raised through speeding fines. 

Thank you for your comments. 
The Police should be contacted if it is felt that 
vehicles are exceeding the speed limits so that 
they can target enforcement in that area. 
Speed watch is a voluntary scheme which is run by 
the Police, if you are interested it would be a good 
idea to get in touch with your local PCSO.  

 Below are the comments from the respondents 

who did not agree with the scheme as a whole: 

 

 There is no good reason to reduce the existing 
speed limit on this section of highway. There are 
no houses or pedestrians to be affected by the 
speed of the traffic and there is no history of any 
accident on this section caused by travelling at 
50mph rather than 40mph 
The reduction in the speed limit on the approach to 
the village is already well signposted and the 
30mph limit through the village is regularly 
monitored and enforced by the police 
This proposal is an unwarranted interference with 
motor traffic without justification 

Thank you for your comments. 
Many complaints have been received by residents 
regarding the fact that vehicles have not been 
slowing down at the entrance to the current 30mph, 
but are still doing 50mph. By introducing a lower 
speed limit it will mean that people have to slow 
down less as they enter the village and should 
therefore increase compliance with the 30mph 
speed limit.  
  

 As there is a considerable distance already under a 
40 MPH limit I cannot see how this will make any 
difference to speeds in the 30 MPH zone 

Thank you for your comments. 
Drivers will be approaching the 30mph at 40mph 
instead of 50mph, which should encourage safer 
driving through the village of Cromhall. 
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 The area is quiet and open with very good views...I 

disagree a lower limit is needed in preparation for 
the 30 limit in Cromhall itself as the 30 limit is 
clearly visible and has countdown markers. Making 
what was a National Speed Limit into a 50 and now 
proposed 40 will have little effect on traffic in 
Cromhall and is unnecessary. 

Thank you for your comments. 
Despite the current 30mph notifications, there is 
still alleged speeding on entry to the 30mph speed 
limit. By introducing a lower speed limit it will mean 
that people have to slow down less as they enter 
the village and should therefore increase 
compliance with the 30mph speed limit. 
 
 

 I have been a local resident for 44 years, and 
object to this proposal, on the following grounds: 
1) It is not necessary. There have been no recent 
accidents, to my knowledge, on this stretch of 
road. 
2) The road passes between open fields, not 
through a suburb, or residential area. 
3) There are already speed limit signs, and 
countdown signs on the approach to the 30mph 
limit area in Cromhall. As an aside, the signs are 
expensive, and a further change will also cost more 
public money, which is in short supply, if they need 
to be replaced or altered. 
4) There is a pernicious tendency toward 
suburbanisation of a rural village, driven, I suspect, 
by residents who have moved to the countryside 
from urban or suburban areas, who, ironically, 
appear to wish to recreate the environment they 
have moved from in the country. Several residents 
who have recently complained about traffic passing 
through Cromhall, for one reason or another, have 
also, coincidentally, moved into new properties, 
which were obviously close to the main road when 
purchased. 
5) The B4058 was originally broadened, widened 
and straightened to facilitate faster movement of 
traffic. Some of the original, winding path of the 
road remains next to the section proposed for 
speed limit reduction. 
6) Lowering the speed limit is unlikely to be 
effective. Responsible or compliant drivers will stick 
to the limit; irresponsible drivers will ignore it, or not 
even notice it; nearly everyone will ignore it after 
dark, especially HGVs coming from Junction 14 of 
the M5, and heading for the Iron Acton bypass. 

Thank you for your comments. 
The scheme is to prepare drivers to enter a slower 
speed limit which does contain a residential area.                             
It may be the case that drivers do adhere to the 
30mph speed limit at a point after the terminal 
signs but not necessarily on entry. 
The Police will be responsible for enforcing the 
speed limit. 
 

 I WOULD HAVE THOUGHT THAT THERE WERE 
BETTER THINGS TO BE SPENDING TAX 
PAYERS MONEY ON THAN REDUCING A 
SPEED LIMIT ON A MAIN ROAD BORDERED 
WITH NOTHING BUT FIELDS!!! THIS ROAD 
ALREADY LOOKS LIKE A MOTORWAY SLIP 
ROAD DUE TO RIDICULOUSLY LARGE 
SIGNAGE LEADING INTO THE VILLAGE, WHICH 
OBVIOUSLY HASNT WORKED EITHER! 

Thank you for your comments. 
The majority of drivers are compliant and usually 
observe the speed limit however there are 
excessive speeders who routinely exceed speed 
limits.  

 Existing speed limits need to be enforced, not 
automatically reduced. There appears to be a 
zealous plot to reduce speed limits all over South 

Thank you for your comments. 
Enforcement is a Police matter and any such 
complaint regarding non-enforcement should be 
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Glos. It is only a matter of time before somebody 
thinks it is a good idea to reduce speed limits that 
have already been reduced. 

taken to them. 

 1. At a time of budgetary restrictions, it is a drain 
on stretched resources. 
2. A new repeater sign and 30 mph sign have just 
been put in. 
3. It is a main trunk road which already has lots of 
confusing changes of speed limit on it.(B4058 in 
general). 
4. Drivers who follow the law reduce speed at 
Bibstone, anyway. Others will disregard any limits, 
however many there are, so it will not make the 
road any safer. 
5. It is yet another manifestation of creeping 
suburbanisation which is being seen in many rural 
villages, especially when new housing is built, and 
people move from the cities to the countryside. 

Thank you for your comments. 
The continuation of the 40mph limit will reduce the 
confusion, as opposed to departing a 30mph limit 
to enter a 50mph limit and then back down to a 
40mph limit.  
 
 
 

 1. The sightlines on this stretch of road are 
excellent so there is no justification in terms of 
safety on this stretch of road. 
2. Evidence on casualties on this stretch of road 
has been included in the consultation document 
therefore one must assume that no such evidence 
exists - reinforcing the view that this proposed 
measure will not reduce casualties from road 
collisions. 
3. As part of efforts to reduce the rate of global 
warming and other vehicle emissions regulations 
applying to modern cars have set progressively 
lower limits on CO2 emissions. To achieve these 
lmits modern cars are higher geared and thus not 
capable of being driver at or below 40 mph in top 
gear. To maintain 40 mph drivers have to use 
lower gears. In lower gears MORE CO2 and other 
polutants are emitted. Thus the net result of speed 
limits much below the existing 50 mph is to worsen 
local air quality and increase global warming - i.e. 
KILL MORE PEOPLE. 
4. It is one of the few stretches of the B4058 
between Charfield and Iron Acton where it is 
possible to safely overtake slow moving traffic. 
5. Excessive use of unjustifiably low speed limits 
bring all speed limits into disrepute so drivers are 
less likely to slow down where lower speed limits 
can lead to casualty reductions which actually 
outweigh the casualty increases from poor air 
quality and, in the longer term, global warming. 

Thank you for your comments. 
Air quality is not an issue in the road in question. 
The faster the speed the more pollution a car 
emits, therefore by lowering the speed limit the air 
quality will improve. Furthermore more pollution is 
expelled from vehicles by change in speed and 
acceleration, by lowering the speed limit to 40mph 
we are reducing the number of times a car would 
need to slow down and speed up which again will 
increase the air quality and decrease pollution in 
the area.  
This is not a casualty reduction scheme.  
 

 
Future Programme 

 
Although there wasn’t a high level of response from the online consultation, the majority of people who 
did respond were in favour of the proposed changes Therefore the scheme will be forwarded to the 
Councils Legal Team for formal advertisement. The Councils Legal Team will draft a Traffic Regulation 
Order and advertise it for a period of 3 weeks. During this time notices will be placed in the local paper 
and on street in the affected roads. Details of the proposals will also be published on the Council’s 
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website, giving people an opportunity to formally object to or support the proposed scheme. It is 
anticipated that advertisement of the proposals will take place late 2018/early 2019. 
 
Depending on the outcome of the advertisement, it is anticipated that works will commence on site 
shortly after the Traffic Regulation Order has been signed and sealed. However, if objections are 
received during the advertisement stage, the Council will be required to consider objections in a report 
before reaching a decision. 
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