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Easter Compton and Pilning 

Proposed 20mph Zones with Traffic Calming 

& Proposed 40mph Limit on the B4055 

Feedback Report 

 
Purpose of the report  

 
The purpose of this report is to feedback the results from the recent consultation on the proposed 20 
mph zones with traffic calming in Easter Compton and Pilning and the proposed 40mph speed limit 
between Easter Compton and Pilning. 

 

Background 

  
Concerns have been raised by members of the public, Parish Councils and local Councillors regarding 
traffic speeds on the B4055 in Easter Compton, Pilning and in between the two villages.  

 
Capital funding has been secured to provide 2 speed tables in Easter Compton. In addition, developer 
funding will be available for a 20mph zone with further traffic calming in Easter Compton, a 20mph zone 
with traffic calming in Pilning and a reduction in the speed limit between the villages from 50mph down to 
40mph. 

 

Purpose of the Scheme 

 
To reduce traffic speeds in and between Easter Compton and Pilning.  
 

Proposed Scheme 

 
To introduce a 20mph Zone in Easter Compton and Pilning. 

 
To install 5 speed tables in Easter Compton. 

 
To install 3 speed tables and 2 sets of speed cushions in Pilning. 

 
To reduce the 50mph speed limit between Easter Compton and Pilning down to 40mph. 

 
Drawing reference 

 
Easter Compton:  
 
Drawing numbers T402-346-002 and T402-346-003 show the existing and proposed speed limit. 
Drawings T402-346-004, T402-346-005 and T402-346-006 provide an overview of the proposals. 
Drawings T402-346-007, T402-346-008, T402-346-009, T402-346-010, T402-346-011 provide further 
details of the proposed traffic calming. 
 
Pilning: 
 
Drawing numbers T424-198-001 and T424-198-002 show the existing and proposed speed limit. Drawing 
T424-198-003 provides an overview of the proposals. Drawings T424-198-004, T424-198-005, T424-
198-006, T424-198-007 and T424-198-008 provide further details of the proposed traffic calming. 
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Marsh Common Road & Main Road: 
 
Drawing numbers T424-218-001 and T424-218-002 show the existing and proposed speed limit. 

 

Consultation 

 
Consultation took place between the 30th November and 24th December 2018. Details of the proposals 
including a plan and statement of reasons were posted on the South Gloucestershire website. The 
Council sent letters advising of the consultation to all properties affected by the proposals. In addition, 
notices were posted and maintained in the area for the 3 week consultation period. Local members, the 
Town Council, and emergency services, amongst other statutory stakeholders were invited by email to 
view the consultation.  
 

 

Feedback from the consultation 

 
There were 164 individuals and organisations that responded to the consultation via the questionnaire 
and 4 other responses received by email. 
The respondents were asked to fill out a questionnaire. Figures 1 - 14 show the results from the 
questionnaire.  
 
 
 

 

 
Figure 1 
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Figure 2 

 
 
 
 

 
Figure 3 
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Figure 4 

 

 

 
 

 
Figure 5 

 

mailto:TransportServices@southglos.gov.uk


  5 

 

Nigel Riglar,  

Director for Environment and Community Services  

Streetcare, Transport and Waste, Design & Operations Team, P O Box 1954, Bristol, BS37 0DD 

Tel: 01454 868004 E-mail: TransportServices@southglos.gov.uk 

www.southglos.gov.uk 

 

 

 
Figure 6 

 
 
 
 

 
Figure 7 
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Figure 8 

 

 

 

 
Figure 9 
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Figure 11 
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Figure 12 

 
 
 
 

 
Figure 13 
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Figure 14 

 

 
 
The comments received as part of the consultation have now been reviewed.  The comments/concerns  
received via the online questionnaire are in appendix A, all other comments received are in appendix B.  

 

Future Programme 

 
In light of the responses received at consultation and the fact that the majority supported the proposals, 
the scheme will now move forward to a second stage of consultation before the proposals are sent to the 
Councils Legal Team for formal advertisement.   
 
The proposals have been amended to replace the majority of speed tables in Easter Compton and all of 
the speed tables in Pilning with speed cushions to avoid any potential issues with ground borne 
vibrations. As speed cushions cost less than tables, we have the funding to implement 4 additional sets 
of cushions in Easter Compton (meaning a total of 1 Speed Table and 8 sets of Cushions in Easter 
Compton). These additional cushions will be subject to feedback received during the second 
consultation. It also means we can include the provision of vehicle activated speed reminder signs. With 
the exception of the above changes, the proposals remain unchanged from this consultation.  
 
Depending on the timing of funding and comments made at the public advertisement stage, it is 
anticipated that these works will be carried out late 2019. 
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Additional Information and Councils Response 

 

1. Vibration from Traffic Calming 

 
Extensive research failed to find any conclusive evidence that traffic-induced vibrations from 
traffic calming can cause building damage. However vibrations from traffic calming will carry 
much further through Alluvium (which Pilning and parts of Easter Compton is based on) which 
could be a disturbance to residents. As a precautionary measure, we will be amending the 
proposals by replacing most of the proposed speed tables with speed cushions which produce 
lower levels of vibrations (especially from larger vehicles). 

 

2. Speed Limit & Traffic Calming effectiveness  
 

Studies of traffic calming used in conjunction with 20mph zones have shown reductions in mean 
speeds of approximately 10mph. 
 
The Bristol Twenty Miles Per Hour Limit Evaluation (BRITE) Study recently analysed the impact of 
the 20mph (sign only) Zones across Bristol since they were rolled out using data from over 36 
million vehicle observations. The study showed there was a statistically significant 2.7mph 
decrease in vehicle speeds on roads where the 20mph speed limit was introduced. This speed 
reduction in Bristol was lower because they did not implement any traffic calming as part of their 
proposals. Despite this, the estimated annual saving following a decrease in casualties was 
estimated to be £15,256,309. Additional benefits identified include an increase in walking, cycling 
and outdoor play and the creation of more pleasant communities.  
 

3. Enforcement of Speed Limits 

 
Enforcement of speed limits in South Gloucestershire is undertaken by the Police. You can find 
the following statement on their website:- "20mph speed restrictions will be treated in the same 
way as any other speed limit in the Avon and Somerset Police area in that enforcement will not be 
routine but will be intelligence led and where there is evidence of clear and excessive offending, 
accompanied by an aggravating factor, Avon & Somerset Constabulary may consider 
enforcement where appropriate.” 

 

4. Speed Cameras 
 

All speed cameras in South Gloucestershire are owned and operated by the police and the 
council receives no income from them. The police would need to agree to operate and maintain 
any new fixed camera site, for which a case would need to be made on recorded injury accident 
and speed grounds.   

 
The council would be expected to fund the cost of the camera installation (approximately 
£50,000). 
 

5. Speed Cushions 

 
Speed cushions in Pilning have been proposed instead of speed tables due to issues which would 
arise from installing speed tables at those specific locations. 

 

6. Chicanes 

 
We don’t build chicanes on bus routes. Chicanes also have a worse accident record than speed 
tables and cushions (especially for 2 wheeled vehicles) and can cause conflicts between drivers 
potentially causing episodes of road rage. 
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7. Congestion 

 
A lower speed limit can produce more consistent traffic speeds which in turn helps reduce 
congestion. Implementing traffic calming could also reduce the volume of traffic travelling along 
the B4055. 

 

8. Noise & Damage to Vehicles 

 
Whilst traffic calming features produce noise when vehicles travel over them, the reduction in 
traffic speeds and a smoother driving style can result in a reduction in overall noise level. Where 
possible, speed tables have been placed where properties are set back from the road.  
 
Vehicles travelling over the speed tables at appropriate speeds should not suffer damage. 
Studies have been carried out investigating the effect of repeatedly traversing road humps and no 
damage was seen, despite repeated passes at speeds up to 40mph. 

 

9. Air Pollution 

 
20mph zones tend produce lower speeds and a smoother driving style which in turn can reduce 
emissions, in particular particulate and NOx emissions. 

 

10. Traffic Calming on Redwick Rd 

 
No funding is currently available for traffic calming on Redwick Rd. Traffic calming has been 
requested by a significant number of residents, Local Councillors and Parish Councils in Easter 
Compton, therefore it has been prioritised within the Councils Capital programme. Additional 
funding for Easter Compton and Pilning has been made available through S106, this funding is 
not available for use on Redwick Rd.  

 

11. Traffic Calming in Hallen 

 
No funding is currently available for traffic calming in Hallen however there are proposals for a 
30mph speed limit on Berwick Lane which will be consulted on. Traffic calming was requested by 
a significant number of residents, Local Councillors and Parish Councils in Easter Compton, 
therefore it has been prioritised within the Councils Capital programme. Additional funding for 
Easter Compton and Pilning has been made available through S106, this funding is not available 
for use in Hallen.  

 

12. Traffic Calming on Marsh Common Rd  
 

We cannot introduce traffic calming along roads which have a speed limit in excess of 30mph. A 
speed limit of 30mph would be inappropriate for Marsh Common Road. 

 

13. Weight Limit 

 
The police enforce weight limits in an intelligence led manner. Data taken from speed readings on 
Marsh Common Rd show that only 0.3-0.5% of vehicles travelling along the road are HGV’s. 
HGV’s are allowed to access locations within the weight limit, it is likely that the majority of HGV’s 
seen in Easter Compton and Pilning are there legally. 

 

14. Zebra crossings 

 
Introducing zebra crossings is beyond the budget of the scheme. Reduced traffic speeds will 
make crossing the road easier and safer for pedestrians. 
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Appendix A 

 

Comments received at Consultation via the online 

questionnaire 

Officer’s response 

Excellent idea - 2 accidents in less than 3 weeks. Speed camera 
might be more effective though 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 4 above. 

This is a waste of time and effort, the speed limit that is currently 
in use in more than adequate, it just needs to be enforced more! 
GATSO's would be ideal. 
 
The government have done a vast amount of research into the 
20mph speed limit and the The research concludes that: 
 
there has been a small reduction in average (median) speed - 
less than 1mph. 
There is not enough evidence to conclude that that there has 
been a significant change in collisions and casualties following 
the introduction of 20mph limits in residential areas. 
 
Please view https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/20-
mph-speed-limits-on-roads 
 
A self policed speed limit will never work, if a speed limit is 
broken at 50, 40 and 30 then it will be broken at 20!  
 
More enforcement need to be done as opposed to making the 
roads more congested and reducing the speed limit. 

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 2, 3 and 4 above.  
 
The study you refer to was based on 20mph zones where 
no traffic calming was implemented. To implement a 20 
limit without traffic calming, average speeds have to be 
less than 24mph.  

If the speed limits are observed, there is no need to amend the 
speed of traffic either in Easter Compton Village, the route 
between, or through Pilning Village. Slowigg the traffic to 20mph 
through the villages is not only unenforceable, it will NOT stop 
people who speed!! It will simply make the movement along the 
road slower, and with the additional traffic from the M49 junction, 
the only outcome will be a slower procession of traffic at key 
times. Speed cushions and chicanes do not stop people 
speeding... They simply damage the suspension of the vehicles 
that have to use them every day. Why not spend the money on 
erecting barriers at key points on the road? Why not put speed 
cameras at key points on the road? Why do you want 
processions of traffic to linger in our area LONGER by reducing 
the speed limits? Why not enforce idiots parking their vehicles on 
the corner of the 50mph stretch between Pilning and Easter 
Compton? Anyone who drives this road frequently does so 
knowing the hazard points, and installing a load of traffic calming 
is simply a waste of time and money. We have to put up with a 
queue of cars outside our house on a daily basis, waiting to 
cross to Severn Beach or onto the A303. Why not do something 
about this, instead of focusing on an issue that you cannot 
resolve? 

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 2 and 4 above. 
 
 

I fully agree with the scheme but I would highlight concerns that 
speed through the villages should also be enforced by cameras 
or other means plus Bank Road in Pilning may become a rat run 
for traffic to avoid Pilning traffic calming. This is extremely 
dangerous given the fact that there is a primary school on Bank 
Road and no street lighting etc 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 4 above. 

If this is what is being tested in Pilning currently it is far too harsh 
and not even centre of the road. If anything it will cause damage 
to vehicles the way it’s placed! I agree that the speed needs to 
be sorted but not at the risk of vehicles being damaged. My mum 
goes down to my man every day who lives in Redwick road and it 
affects my Nan being in the car when they go out. My mum 
practically has to go 5mph to get over the bump. My dad works in 
Severn beach and so does myself and if that’s how they’re all 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 8 above. 
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going to be positioned and harsh when going over it’s 
dangerous. It should be like what they have in Patchway coniston 
road.   

When we had the initial consultation years ago about this new 
motorway junction we were told that they would have absolutely 
NO access to this road at all. As we discussed as residents the 
impact of slowing the road down. I do not agree with lowering the 
speed limit firstly on B4055 where i live because slowing it down 
would cause a continual flow of traffic causing huge traffic noise. 
Living here we already have all the engine noise from the new 
industrial units opposite & the HORRENDOUS noise coming 
from the windmills. I would literally be driven insane by added 
traffic noise constantly. At present the cars go by & then there is 
a gap in sound. Slow it down & it will be constant. Secondly i do 
not agree with slowing Easter Compton & Pilning down to 
20mph. With speed tables and bumps that should be enough. 
Add the 20mph limit & we’ll be stuck with queues forming up 
Black horse Hill & along B4055 on the approach to all the traffic 
calming. We will be struggling to get out of our driveways. Please 
think about those of us who have worked very hard for these 
homes that are gradually being destroyed by all this building 
around us. Please think carefully about the traffic calming. For 
example We had a fire last year & 2 fire engines were on our 
pavement outside on Marsh Common for around 2 hours. I cant 
tell you the amount of Chaos that caused with the traffic on this 
road. One little thing like a car stopping & we have queues 
backing up to Cribbs Causeway & Pilning Redwick lights. Yes id 
like the traffic calmed in the villages but not to the point we all 
end up not being able to get in & out of where we live. It wont 
stop those using it as a cut through. It will just get busier! There 
should be blocked access as promised from M49 junction in the 
beginning! Many Thanks for listening 

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 7 & 8 above. There 
will be no direct access to the M49 junction from the 
B4055. Modelling from the M49 junction shows that 
outside peak hours, there may be a slight drop of traffic 
volumes without much change during peak times. 

Agree in principle to reduction of speed. If 20 miles is approved 
for Easter Compton and Pilning which I agree with, it would seem 
sensible to propose 30 mile an hour zone between the two. ( 
This is the reason I have answered no to proposal of 40 miles an 
hour). 
 
The scheme proposes a total of five speed tables when what is 
really needed by the communities in both Easter Compton and 
Pilning are road crossings - which do not appear as part of the 
proposals.   

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 12 and 14 above. 
 
 

I completely agree with the scheme, but I'm very disappointed 
that the scheme doesn't include Redwick Road, the traffic along 
this road has become horrendous and it's an accident waiting to 
happen 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 10 above. 

This change will make the road safer to use as a driver and also 
as a pedestrian. It will improve the quality of life for those living 
this road that has become a high speed “rat run”.   

Thanks for your comments. 

The police cannot enforce current speed limits and I think it 
would be a waste of public money to change them. It would be 
better to enforce current restrictions. Instead of speed tables it 
would be better to enforce no parking on pavements, which 
would stop pedestrians walking in the roads (especially with 
pushchairs or on mobility scooters) and also cause natural 
hazards causing drivers to slow down. The current pedestrian 
crossings could also be made into speed tables to ensure 
slowing down on the approaches to them. This would surely be 
more cost effective. 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 2 above. Introducing 
a pavement parking ban is beyond the budget and remit of 
the scheme. The proposed traffic calming features have 
been placed at the required intervals for a 20mph zone. 

Starting with the proposed 20mph limits, I think the better options 
would be chicanes (narrowed road one side) rather than the 
cushions (in my experience can cause repairs to suspension 
components on the cars). Additionally I think the new zone in 
Pilning should cover from the 30 sign entering the village (by the 

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 2 and 6 above. 
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old Fire Station/Trading Standards Building). On top of this, 
something should be done about the parking between Vicarage 
Road and Redwick Crossroads in Pilning 
 
Also, the limit between the villages has reduced from National 
Speed Limit to 50MPH before this proposed 40MPH but it is a 
racetrack. When the car dealerships and others pass they are 
travelling in excess of the current 50mph limit on the straights 
and they "put their right foot to the floor" as soon as they get onto 
any straight (e.g. past Washingpool Farm, Chequers farm and 
21-49 Marsh Common Road - on average one accident a year 
along the last straight since 2007 without the known crashes on 
the bends by the Railway Bridge). 
 
Another issue is the endless buck passing wrt articulated 42T 
vehicles along this road (7.5T limit on the railway bridge I 
understand) that are in relation to Western Approaches - Council 
say the police should deal with it and the police say it is the 
council. 

I believe the current system is adequate Thanks for your comments. 
I am very supportive of the Scheme . I hope it provides twin 
benefits of reducing speed and volume of traffic   

Thanks for your comments. 

Ridiculous Thanks for your comments. 
A pedestrian crossing near the village shop would have been a 
much better option. 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 14 above. The aim 
of the scheme is to reduce traffic speeds.  

Vehicles drive through Easter Compton far too fast currently, and 
regularly exceed the 30mph. I have even been overtaken by a 
car when I was doing 30mph 

Thanks for your comments. 

I think this is an excellent idea and long overdue.... cars speed 
through our village. 
However I am concerned that speed tables won’t work. 
I would like to see speed cameras too. 
I would also like to see at least two road crossings in  
Easter Compton...  
 I have a 12 year old daughter and I wouldn’t let her cross the 
road on her own it’s just not safe for her to do so.. 
Please consider zebra crossings or ideally pelican crossings. 
I also think that the reduced speed should start from Over Lane... 
cars coming down the hill into Easter Compton go far too fast 
and as they coming down a hill they pick up speed, so they will 
abruptly slow when they get to the first table... please consider 
another table between Over Lane and Bowstreet Lane. 
 
Thankyou! 

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 2, 4 and 14 above. 
We do not have the funds to expand the scheme any 
further. 

My primary concern is the speed limit between Easter Compton 
and Pilning. At the Station Road junction in particular, cars going 
at 50mph or more, close to a blind bend, result in a risk to me 
and my family. This is a issue as a driver, having had a few near 
misses with cars using the junction unable to see approaching 
traffic. It’s even more of an issue for pedestrians, in particular 
crossing the road at the junction to access the public footpaths 
on the other side with poor visibility of traffic, and school children 
dropped of from the school buses on the south side of the 
junction having to cross Station Road to get to Marsh Common.  
 
As a village comparable in size to or larger that Elberton, which 
has traffic calming measures, I believe Marsh Common 
deserves similar attention to road traffic safety.  
 
Just last month there was a serious car crash on the B4055 
resulting in extensive damage to a property and the car going in 
the rhine, becoming partially submerged. This underlines the 
potentially very serious consequences of a road accident on this 
road, bordered by deep ditches on one or both sides, and with 

Thanks for your comments. Implementing traffic calming 
in Marsh Common is beyond the budget and remit of the 
scheme. 
 
If you would like to request additional improvements, 
South Gloucestershire Council has an agreed 

process whereby requests for highway improvement 
measures can be submitted for possible inclusion on the 

Local Transport Priority List. Schemes that are added to 

this list are scored annually against key transport criteria 

as set out in the Joint Local Transport Plan. If you wish to 

submit a request you may wish to view the following page 

from the SGC public website that explains the scheme 

prioritisation process: 
 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/transport-and 

streets/streets/road-safety-traffic-schemes/local-transport 
priority-list/ 
 
The scheme has been requested by a significant number 
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some tight turns at which control can more easily be lost at high 
speeds.  
 
My experience as a local resident is of speeding (especially late 
in the evening) along the B4055 through Easter Compton, 
between Easter Compton and Pilning, and also along Station 
Road south of Pilning Station. I don’t believe speed calming 
measures are needed through Pilning village, however. The 
bends in the road and on-street parking appear to inhibit 
speeding naturally.  
 
As a twice daily or more commuter from Marsh Common to 
Patchway via the B4055, I do not welcome the proposal for a 
20mph limit in Easter Compton as this will extend my journey 
time uneccesarily, and I do not agree with the proposal for 
multiple speed tables through Easter Compton as these will lead 
to accumulated wear and tear on my car, and the associated 
costs. 
 
In Easter Compton I observe relatively very few pedestrians 
compared to more built up areas such as in north Bristol, and 
therefore the current 30mph limit feels sufficiently safe. I feel that 
a speed table at each end of the village would be sufficient to 
enforce the current 30mph limit and therefore I support only 
these two tables in the proposal. 

of residents of Easter Compton who feel current traffic 
speeds in Easter Compton aren’t safe. 

 

Fully in favour long overdue. Thanks for your comments. 
I believe that the proposed changes are unnecessary. It is at 
present not known whether there will be an increase in traffic as 
a result of the new M49 junction. If there is an increase in traffic, 
then that will result in slower speeds anyway. 
Also, installing speed tables and cushions will result in increased 
road noise for local residents.   

Thanks for your comments. The primary objective of the 
scheme is to reduce traffic speeds. See Note 8 above. 

The speed through Easter Compton has increased over the year 
as have the volume of traffic. The existing traffic calming 
measures do not work. This is supposed to be 30mph. The 
highest speed recorded and documented is 130mph. Traffic 
speed is on average approximately 50mph. Someone will be 
killed if something is not done to calm the speed 

Thanks for your comments. 

I think the road between Easter Compton and Pilning should be a 
30, it is currently a dangerous road to navigate as a cyclist.   

Thanks for your comments. A speed limit needs to suite 
the nature of the road. A 30mph limit is not appropriate for 
the B4055 between Easter Compton and Pilning. 

 
I do not believe pads work 
drivers speeding will ignore pads 
more mobile speed traps  
this hits where it hurts,and could result in loss of a driving 
licence. 

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 2 and 4 above. 

While I am in agreement with the proposals I am concerned that 
despite the 40 mph limit there will still be those who speed 
excessively between the two villages. The straight sections of 
road encourage this. The 20 mph limits in the villages may 
encourage drivers to speed along the B4055 Mash Common 
Road to make up time. Therefore this section of road will still be 
dangerous for those living along it. I therefore suggest that some 
additional calming measures should be introduced along the 
B4055. One method I believe is successful are rumble strips that 
are placed where fast roads come to a junction, a bend or a 
dangerous section. A good example of this that comes to mind is 
at the end of the Fosse Way coming into Cirencester which is a 
fast straight road coming to a T junction, But there must be many 
other examples. The rumble strips should be places before the 
bends in the B4055, before the junction with Pilning Street, 
before the railway bridge entering Pilning and before all the 
bends in between (both ways). This is where there will be a 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 12 above. 
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danger from speeding traffic for the people living along this 
section of road. 

I strongly feel that any method of reducing speed through the 
villages is welcome and long overdue.   

Thanks for your comments. 

I strongly feel that any method of reducing speed through the 
village is welcome and long overdue. Traffic speed at present is 
frequently far in excess of 30, 40 and even 50mph coming 
through the village.   

Thanks for your comments. 

My only concern is noise from vehicles hitting the speed table 
outside our home. There was no information about this.   

Thanks for your comments. See Note 8 above. 

On Tables 2 and 3 may I suggest putting markings so that they 
also become pedestrian crossings. There are often long lines of 
traffic going through the village and elderley people do find 
difficulty timing when to cross as they are very slow. Could these 
two or even one be made into a zebra crossing. 
I am delighted that these calming measures are being put in 
place. The best ( but probably expensive option would be 
"Average Speed Cameras" one at each end of the village. 

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 4 and 14 above. 

shilf workers rushing towork at western app who will control 
speed   

Thanks for your comments. 

It would seem sensible that the proposed scheme includes a 
restriction on the size and weight of goods vehicles using this 
route as a short cut between junction 17 M5 and the A403 Aust 
to Avonmouth road. Finally, how will this be enforced? The 
majority of vehicles exceeding the existing speed limits, 
particularly motorcycles appear at weekends especially but not 
exclusively in the Summer months when no speed enforcement 
is ever evident.   

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 3 and 13 above. 

We agree for the need for traffic calming measures and welcome 
the proposals to explore ways to improve speeding through 
Easter Compton.   

Thanks for your comments. 

The speed tables are not a worry to me as a cyclist but the 
speed of the traffic through the village and on the road to Pilning 
certainly is a worry. The turnoff from the B4055 onto Station 
Road is extremely dangerous so slowing the traffic will certainly 
assist in making the turn safer.   

Thanks for your comments. 

Re Easter Compton proposals 
 
I have no problem with the speed tables proposal as I recognise 
they are a successful way to slow speeding vehicles and aren't 
uncomfortable to travel over for all drivers. 
 
I do however strongly object to the 20mph limit proposal for 
Easter Compton for several reasons which I trust will be given 
some consideration: 
 
1) From my experience of driving through areas where 20mph 
limits are enforced, I find the fundamental problem is that you are 
forced to travel at an 'unnatural' speed. This means that I 
concentrate hard on watching the speedometer at the expense 
of attention on the road ahead and potential hazards. This will 
particularly be the case for Easter Compton due to the regular 
presence of police speed traps in the village which residents will 
be keen to avoid getting the wrong side of! 
 
2) Very few vehicles park on the roadside in Easter Compton 
(except firework events once a year!) as all houses have 
driveways. Visibility is therefore excellent and is assisted by the 
long sweeping bends through the village. I understand 20mph 
limits are applicable for areas around schools or areas of dense 
roadside parking, where children could appear from between 
parked cars without notice, but this certainly isn't the case in 
Easter Compton and I would submit that the road would become 
less safe and not more. 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 2 above. 1. We 
have decided to replace the VAS signs instead of getting 
rid of them.  
 
The scheme was initiated due to a significant number of 
requests from residents who feel current traffic speeds are 
too fast especially given the lack of crossings near the 
shop. 
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3) Are accidents in Easter Compton currently a problem? 
Personally I can't remember the last time there was an accident. 
Whether 20mph limits do actually decrease the number of 
accidents is a question that could be argued either way, I 
understand the Bath Council have proved they haven't whilst 
Bristol studies show they have. Either way, if the main objective 
of the proposals are to make roads safer, I'm not aware that the 
road through Easter Compton is currently unsafe, if it ain't broke 
don't fix it! 
 
4) I agree there will likely be additional vehicle movement once 
the M49 junction works are completed, however having to share 
the road with more road users should help lower not increase 
average speeds, therefore this in itself will reduce the need for 
slower limits. 
 
Proposal 
- Proceed with the speed tables. 
- Leave the speed limits the same throughout. 
- Consider other more effective ways of making driver's aware of 
their speed such as vehicle activated road signs, like Hortham 
Lane in Almondsbury, which advises drivers of their speed, and 
returns a happy or sad face, I find this is a simple method but 
one that is very effective. 
 
I trust these comments help, 
 
Many thanks 

I am moving to the area and this scheme will keep my village 
from being dangerous and safe for my future family. Hopefully it 
will also protect our investment in our home.   

Thanks for your comments. 

Do not disagree but this is the only space which additional 
comments can be should have been at end. 
This is not just about speed reduction the use by vehicles over 
7.5 ton is linked to the issue and as such should have also been 
considered within the consultation. 
The sign age is extremely poor for the weight limit and could 
have and should be improved at the same time 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 13 above. 

The plan to abolish the Severn bridge tolls will possibly increase 
the already busy traffic through our village. The problem is much 
worse during the busy morning commute time. I am very 
concerned for the children crossing the road to catch their school 
transport and the speed some elderly people can cross the busy 
road. I believe it is essential a zebra crossing should be added to 
your plans, possibly putting it in front of the village shop. 
Regarding the speed limits I think that reducing the speed limit 
from the motorway roundabout to 30mph would help drivers to 
reduce their speed as they enter the village.   

Thanks for your comments. See Note 14 above. A 30mph 
speed limit between the motorway roundabout and Easter 
Compton would not suite the nature of the road. 

 

Brilliant news. long over due. Thank you   Thanks for your comments. 
If at all there could be a traffic calming measure at the beginning 
and end of the village but i STRONGLY disagree with multiple 
obstructions throughout the village. There does not need to be a 
20mph limit. I strongly disagree with the amount of disruption that 
it will cause in the village during the construction process, 
especially because there is one proposed for directly outside my 
house. 
 
If there is anticipated increasing volume of traffic then the 
motorway junction should not have been created. Slowing traffic 
down will not increase flow, it will cause further congestion. A 
weight limit should be applied and enforced to prevent large 
trucks using the cut through.  
 

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 7 and 13 above. 
The scheme was initiated due to a significant number of 
requests from residents, Councillors and the Parish 
Council who feel current traffic speeds are too fast.  
 
The new motorway junction was created primarily to 
improve access to the industrial complexes.  
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I am not aware at all of any motor accidents that have occurred 
in the village, meaning there is no current evidence to support a 
change in speed limit.  
 
In conclusion, and to summarise, acceptable changes would 
include prevention of HGV using the road and if absolutely 
necessary a speed table at either end of the village but 
NOTHING in the middle. 

Glad to see 50mph limit will return to 40mph.  
 
Looking forward to not hearing my windows rattle as cars speed 
up to 70mph through the village especially at night.  
 
Will make the village safer for young children. 

Thanks for your comments. 

I am not sure that there is evidence that speed tables work in 
reducing speed as a whole. I often see traffic slow for the table 
but speed between them. 
I would like to know the cost of the planned scheme against the 
cost of speed/average speed cameras?   

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 2 and 4 above. 
The planned cost of the scheme is approximately 
 £150 000. 

I THINK IT WOULD BE BETTER IF SPEED TABLES ONLY 
WERE IN USE IN PILNING. THERE ARE NUMEROUS VANS 
AND LARGE VEHICLES PASSING THROUGH & THERE WILL 
INEVITABLY BE SQUEEZING OF SPACE BETWEEN THE 
CUSHIONS. 
 
I AM WARY OF THE SPEED CUSHIONS 4 IN PILNING 
BECAUSE THE SCOUT HALL GETS A LOT OF PARKING ON 
THE SIDE OF THE ROAD AND CARS TRAVERSING THE 
CUSHIONS WILL BE HINDERED. I ALSO THINK TABLES ARE 
MORE LIKELY TO SLOW CARS DOWN. 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT SPEED TABLE 5 IS WHERE THERE IS 
A LOT OF ROADSIDE PARKING, SO PLEASE CONSIDER 
THE IMPACT. THAT SECTION IS DIFFICULT BECAUSE MANY 
CARS PARK ON THE CORNER GOING WESTBOUND & IT IS 
A BLIND CORNER - IT WOULD BE MUCH SAFER IF THAT 
SECTION WAS DOUBLE YELLOW. 

Thanks for your comments. Road side parking will be 
unaffected by the speed table (cars will still be able to park 
on the table). 

This is a very timely and sensible proposal. As I live on this road I 
am well placed to advise that vehicles do not keep to the existing 
speed limit in Easter Compton. A reduced speed limit plus traffic 
calming measures is the only way to stop excessive and 
dangerous driving in this residential area.   

Thanks for your comments. 

  I am currently purchasing a property in the area and this sounds 
like a great idea to slow traffic coming down the hill from cribbs 
and making the village safer for families in the area.   

Thanks for your comments. 

The main points I disagree with are the 20mph zones in pilning 
and Easter Compton and reducing the speed from 50-40, I use 
these roads multiple times per day and have never encountered 
any problems with regards to the speed/traffic. I don’t see any 
reason for it to be reduced to 20mph. The only thing I believe 
needs to change is the traffic on Blackhorse hill during peak 
times. I drive to college every day going up Blackhorse hill and 
have to leave an hour early to avoid the rush hour traffic. 

Thanks for your comments. 

Whilst I support any measures that will see a decrease in traffic 
speed my understanding is that current thinking on methods 
tends to criticise speed humps as the way to do it. Speed tables 
seem to be a little easier with less damage to vehicles. 
There is no mention of using traffic lights. In Pilning we already 
have two pedestrian crossings and if lights were added to 
these,with sensors placed at a distance before them, a vehicle 
travelling at more than the permitted speed would immediately 
trigger a red light thus stopping the traffic. People would quickly 
learn the consequences of travelling too fast and reduce 
accordingly. This is a trusted method of traffic control used in 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 13 above. Traffic 
signals are beyond the budget of the scheme. 
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Spanish villages. 
There is also the unanswered question of the continuing plague 
of overweight lorries which make our buildings shake and would 
be even worse with speed humps. Whilst nobody seems willing 
to address this retched issue it will not go away until more effort 
is put in by ALL associated parties.   

I am not a fan of speed cushions, I would prefer average speed 
cameras, but I realise these are not possible. I look forward to 
living in a village with more reasonably paced traffic. Thanks!   

Thanks for your comments. 

What about enforcing the 7.5 ton weight limit in the village. 
Every day overweight vehicles are using this road as a cut 
through to the motor way 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 13 above. 

Lowered speed limits completely unnecessary. Both villages 
already have a perfectly acceptable & appropriate speed limit of 
30 mph as it is as does the B4055 of 50 mph. If people are 
breaking the speed limits at present they will continue to so so if 
they are lowered, it stands to reason to any logical & critical 
minded person.  
As regards these speed cushions/tables do you seriously even 
realise the impact they have upon disabled people with spinal 
conditions like myself? The impacts are jarring even at very low 
speed (5-10 mph) and have an exacerbating effect upon 
someone who is in permanent pain like myself. Just a short trip 
through Patchway to the South Glos 1-Stop-Shop is daunting for 
someone like myself never mind installing them in my own 
locality where I would have to travel over them daily!! How about 
ambulances too? I've listened to many at my hospital 
appointments who were brought in by ambulance say it was a 
nightmare getting there and back due to the ambulance travelling 
over speed cushions/tables on their journey.  
Also, who will police all this? Nobody is who because we ALL 
know our diminishing services locally are almost non existent in 
2018 and getting worse - let's not kid ourselves here. Instead of 
wasting time and money on petty issues like this how about 
ensuring that the already diabolical roads in the area are given a 
decent and safe surface and maintained correctly? Any work that 
does get done on our roads (by the cheapest private contractors 
who bid, no doubt) usually leaves the road surface WORSE than 
before the work was carried out!! Take Easter Compton for 
instance, the road through is shockingly bad. It is generally too 
high/proud patches of corrugated tarmac that have not been 
rolled correctly and not sealed at the edges and is AWFUL to 
drive over & already coming away. It's like the Chuckle Brothers 
are doing the work! Does the council even check that work has 
been done to the proper standard? Obviously not! All the 
potholes that when filled by rain water cannot be seen by cyclists, 
motorcyclists or car drivers? Now these *ARE* life threatening 
issues. 
So, instead of this farcical & completely unnecessary "White 
Elephant" scheme that in all probability will go unmaintained and 
impact upon all road users how about making the road surfaces 
in the area better and safer instead of throwing our ever 
increasing council tax bills away on things most people neither 
need nor want? 

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 2 and 3 above. 
The scheme was initiated due to a significant number of 
requests from residents, local councillors and parish 
councillors who feel current traffic speeds are too fast. The 
results of this consultation indicated that respondents 
support a reduction in speed limits 
 
The speed tables and cushions are designed to comply 
with national guidelines. 

 

I agree some go too fast between the villages and that a drop in 
speed limit through the villages and between would help calm the 
situation however by putting into place speed tables or buffers 
you are going to raise a lot of local complaints around damage to 
vehicles as these speed tables and buffers cause damage to any 
vehicle with a sportier variety of suspension and any cars with a 
body styling kit from factory will scrape. I believe that this will 
cause the council more hassle than it is worth as they will end up 
paying out money on damage caused to vehicles who would of 
been abiding by the speed limits and therefore feel they are 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 7 above. Spreading 
out the scheme over a longer period of time will likely be 
more expensive and the funding is time limited.  

mailto:TransportServices@southglos.gov.uk


  20 

 

Nigel Riglar,  

Director for Environment and Community Services  

Streetcare, Transport and Waste, Design & Operations Team, P O Box 1954, Bristol, BS37 0DD 

Tel: 01454 868004 E-mail: TransportServices@southglos.gov.uk 

www.southglos.gov.uk 

being punished for having a nicer car. I think that doing the 
change in stages would be more beneficial put in place a speed 
limit drop then take a poll see if people feel anything has 
changed and then ask again about making more changes.   

My partner and I moved to Easter Compton in June, and I am 
shocked the speed people go through the village,which is not 
only dangerous but increases the noise pollution, also living on 
the main road it can be difficult to pull out of the drive. 
I think putting the traffic calmers, tables in and reducing the 
speed limit to 20mph will help dramatically and improve the 
quality of village life in Easter Compton. 
I have read putting up white picket fences with the speed limit 
and welcome to the village, drive carefully sign makes drivers 
more aware of the environment they are entering, would be great 
to include these into the proposal. 

Thanks for your comments. The proposed traffic calming 
features should be sufficient to reduce traffic speed, 
gateway features therefore aren’t necessary.  
 

 

The B4055 is getting busier and busier and once the toll booths 
on the Severn crossings are removed it will be even more of a 
"rat run". Cars regularly speed up and down the road and have 
no regard for the current 30 speed limit. From 6 am there is a lot 
of traffic speeding coming from the distribution centres but as no 
enforcement is available at that time they just get away with it 
and the same at the end of the day. There is only a police 
camera van around in the daytime and not at the times when the 
problem is really bad. There is no pedestrian crossing yet there 
is an elderly peoples home in the village and the elderly have no 
safe place to cross. The shop has inadequate parking so cars 
park on the road and drivers squeeze between the parked cars 
causing potential risks. I am pleased South Glos council is 
looking to do something about the situation - thank you. 

Thanks for your comments. 

I have lived in Easter Compton along the Main Road for a year 
now. Within the year, I have seen two awful accidents involving 
the main road right outside our house where ambulances and 
police have had to be called to, both involving members of the 
public. It quite frankly is not safe for the current speed without 
any sort of traffic calming. This is all because of the speed at 
which cars zoom down Main Road at a horrendous speed. It is 
extremely dangerous and not one car abides by the speed limit. 
We are always worried when we are walking the dog along the 
main road to the fields that a car will go speeding down. Children 
use the main road to walk down, and these cars are always a 
risk to their safety. Not only this, but we cannot cross the road 
safely because of the speed of 90% of the cars, so how the 
children cross safely is beyond me. You can not only see the 
cars which speed but hear them in our living room. Traffic is only 
going to increase with the new junction and the build of the wave 
and these people simply cannot speed any longer. 
The need for traffic calming is no longer only an option, it is a 
complete 100% need for the village to stop any further and more 
critical accidents happening. The danger needs to stop. 

Thanks for your comments. 

Very happy to see at last efforts are being made to try to resolve 
the regular and excessive speeding through the village. 
However, it is a pity a pelican / pedestrian crossing is not part of 
the plan suggested at the Easter Compton Village Hall meeting 
with the Council some time ago. 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 14 above. 

10 ton weight restriction needs to be reinforced with stronger 
signing and repeater signs. It is abused quite regularly, and likely 
the temptation to do more so when M49 junction opened. Traffic 
camera best option in Pilning. Yellow lines at traffic light junction 
of 4033 with 403. Cars permanently parked here and constant 
hazard. Existing white lines ignored.   

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 3 and 13 above. 
Implementing double yellow lines is beyond the budget 
and remit of the scheme. 

I urgently believe the B road needs a 20 mile limit Thanks for your comments. 
I am the British Horse Society Access Officer for South 
Gloucestershire and my comments are on behalf of local horse 
riders who will benefit from lower speeds on the roads. Horses 

Thanks for your comments. 
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are generally not concerned about speed humps, though if there 
are 'bypasses' for cyclists they are appreciated. 

THINK IT IS REALLY IMPORTANT TO HAVE THE SLOWEST 
SPEED THOUGH BOTH VILLAGES AND CONNECTING THEM 
MANY CATS HAVE BEEN KILLED AND ACCIDENTS HAVE 
HAPPENED TO CAR DRIVERS I AM ALWAYS WORRIED 
ABOUT THE SCHOOL CHILDREN CROSSING AND ON BUS 
STOPS. I WASNT SURE WHAT THE TABVELS WERE BUT 
WAS AGREEING TO SLOWEST MILES PER HOUR 
POSSIBLE 

Thanks for your comments. 

The speed of cars coming down Blackhorse Hill especially late in 
evening has become excessive. Cars driving on the wrong side 
of the road straight through the village at excessive speed is a 
risk for all pedestrians, users, pets, and other drivers. It will be a 
great day when this issue is resolved. 

Thanks for your comments. 

The reduction from 60 to 50 mph between EC and Pilning is fine. 
Further reduction to 40 mph is excessive and does not appear to 
be supported by any evidence.   

Thanks for your comments. A significant number of 
requests have been received for a reduction in the speed 
limit between Easter Compton and Pilning. Existing 
speeds on the road support a reduction.  

What is a speed table? Thanks for your comments. A speed table is a raised 
surface (75mm high) for the entire width of the road 
running kerb to kerb with a length of 8m and ramps at 
either end.  

Although I agree with the proposed scheme, drivers travelling 
through Pilning to Easter Compton or vice versa ( 20 mph ) are 
likely to break the 40 mph limit to make up time. 
How will this be monitored?   

Thanks for your comments. See Note 3 above. Speeds 
will be monitored by SGC after implementation.  

I certainly appreciate a change in the speed limits need to be 
addressed but feel that the speed cushions and speed tables will 
cause some stress to the older buildings on Redwick Road. My 
cottage shakes when a large lorry/van/coach passes by. Even at 
night in the back bedroom it shakes to the extent that the 
bedroom door rattles. As a driver I feel a better response is 
made with the smiley speed signs and there is less impact to 
property and vehicles. Can I please ask why these have not been 
used more widely in the locality. Also as a speed cushion is 
proposed to be placed outside my cottage does this mean myself 
and neighbours will be given a reduction in our council tax.   

Thanks for your comments. See Note 1 and 8 above. 
Vehicle activated signs are already in place in Easter 
Compton however traffic calming is more effective at 
reducing traffic speeds. 
 
You will not receive a council tax reduction. 

I fully support this scheme and would like a similar scheme in 
Hallen   

Thanks for your comments. See Note 11 above. 

suggestion. 20mph roundals at the entrance to home farm way.   Thanks for your comments. The proposed spacing of 
roundels has been designed to standards required for a 
20mph zone. 

Having lived in Easter Compton for about 27 years, i have to say 
it is quite surprising how the volume of traffic has increased in 
recent years on this 'B' road, and more so, shocking the speed 
some cars and vans are driven through this area. 
Recently walking to The Fox pub, were we passed by a large box 
van, at the narrow point of the Village Hall, which was being 
driven so fast, it was frightening.The same van was seen two 
days later, driving again at incredible speed. Clearly no regard for 
the 30MPH speed limit, or any other road or pavement user. 
Whilst I personnally find speed cushions annoying to drive 
across (the regular suspension noise as you drive up and then 
back down at every table), I honestly think the speed calming is 
now completly necessary, mostly due to the clear high number of 
totally inconsiderate drivers who seem to speed down the hill 
from the motorway junction (ignoring the 40MPH speed limit) and 
often continue at above 40MPH through both Easter Compton 
and Pilning areas. There also appears to be both high volumes 
of traffic at Warehouse shift changing times, and at these times 
the driving speed seems particularly high, suggesting people 
rushing to avoid being late for work. At these times people are 
often preoccupied, and can therefore not only be speeding, but 

Thanks for your comments. 
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also not as attentive to the raod and other users. 
Hopefully the speed cusions will not only slow traffic (as 
intended) but also bring drivers attention to the task of driving 
correctly.  
I note the speed between Easter Compton and Pilning is to be 
reduced to 40 rather than 50MPH, this is a good idea so as to 
slow the entry to the villages (hopefully) 

Given the expense of creating good flat road surfaces, the idea 
of deliberately ruining a road surface with tables is not a good 
idea. There are people who have delicate loads in vans or cars, 
and delicate people in Ambulances that will be permanently 
affected. Tables and road bumps are simply the cheapest option 
and are detrimental to all. Speed cameras are more expensive 
however they offer a significant deterrant without the need to 
destroy a good road surface. However, three cameras would be 
required along the main road through Easter Compton to control 
traffice entering and leaving the area as well as inbetween. I am 
very concerned at the increased level of traffic that will arise 
caused by the M49 junction, and the speed with which cars 
proceed along the road. In particular, a speed camera is required 
on the corner of Bowstreet Lane and the B4055. Traffic from the 
M5 often exceeds the speed limit down the hill into Easter 
Compton. A yellow camera on the corner is clearly visible from a 
distance to cars coming down the hill who would then have time 
to adjust their speed on entering the village. 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 4 above. Installing 
speed tables and cushions will not destroy the road 
surface.  

Very good idea, will make the village much safer and more 
pleasant place to live.   

Thanks for your comments. 

The main issue as I see it with the speed of traffic through 
Pilning and Easter Compton is speeding traffic. The 30 mph 
speed limit is sufficient to ensure that traffic can pass through the 
villages safely and, provided this is kept to by motorists, the 
existing limits are fit for purpose. 
 
A 30 mph limit is just as likely to be ignored as the existing 30 
mph limit, reducing the speed limit will not impact those who 
already speed through the villages, but will increase dwell time by 
traffic going through the village, increasing air pollution 
(particularly when considering that cars do not run efficiently at 
these low speeds).  
 
similarly, the use of speed cushions and tables in the villages will 
increase noise for residents when vehicles slow down and speed 
up between traffic calming measures.  
 
The B4055 is a through-road with adequate speed limits in place. 
It is not an estate road which requires the implementation of 
traffic calming measures and there are sufficient crossings in 
place (in Pilning) to enable pedestrians to travel through the 
village safely when motorists obey the existing speed limits. I 
generally travel through Pilning on foot with and without my 
children and do not feel that a 20 mph limit would make me feel 
any safer, but would result in a reduction in air quality. 
 
Enforcement of the existing speed limits is what is required to 
ensure the safety of residents of the villages. A speed camera 
(or speed camera signs) would surely have far more impact on 
the speed of traffic through the villages than a spurious 20 mph 
limit which is far to low for the nature of the road. 

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 2, 4, 7 and 9. 

The level and speed of traffic on the B4055 increases annually . 
The new MW Junction will undoutably increase the amount of 
traffic . 
 I am particularly concerned about Heavy Goods Vehicles using 
the B4055 to gain access to the new MW junction once the link 
road is completed across the development land between EC and 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 13 above. There will 
be no direct access to the junction coming from the east or 
linking with the B4055. 
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Pilning .This will definitely create a rat run for any traffic in the 
area of M5 J17 / Cribbs Causeway wanting quick access to 
South Wales or vise versa . 

This appears to be a blanket reduction in speed limits for no 
reason. I'm not aware of any large number of road traffic 
accidents occurring in either village involving vehicles travelling 
at between 20 and 30 mph, nor on the road between the villages 
involving vehicles travelling at between 40 and 50 mph. 
Therefore there is no justification for such reductions in limits 
(though I've no objection to a 40 mph limit on Marsh Common 
Road where there are houses). 
Speed tables and cushions only serve to increase noise as 
vehicles pass over them and increase emissions as people 
speed up and slow down between them. 
Given that the current speed limits are not enforced, I fail to see 
how reducing speed limits will prevent non law abiding motorists 
continuing to drive at inappropriate speeds or using hand held 
devices while driving. 

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 2, 8 and 9. The 
scheme was initiated due to a significant number of 
requests from residents to reduce speeds in Easter 
Compton and Pilning. 

As you are now admitting this is a busy dangerous road, how 
about providing a footpath from Easter Compton to the M5 
junction. I often pass pedestrians when driving and walk my self 
in day light. It's always dangerous with no foot path and even 
worse when dark as there are no street lights 

Thanks for your comments. Building a footpath is beyond 
the budget and remit of the scheme. 

20mph limits are a great idea - but they need to be enforced - so 
multiple speed cameras will be needed, or it will be needed to 
add to the list of the police speed camera sites on a regular 
basis.  
 
Please make sure there is a gap where bicycles can cycle safely 
through them, or down the side. 
 
Also adding cyclepaths would be a good idea to encourage 
cycling, once the speeds are reduced. 

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 3 and 4 above. 
The 1 remaining speed table will be kerb to kerb. The 
speed cushions have been designed with reasonable gaps 
for cyclists. 
 
Improving cycling facilities is beyond the budget and remit 
of the scheme.  

In Pilning I am worried that the straight section between Speed 
Table 3 and Speed Cushions 2 will allow vehicles to speed up. 
This is the section of the village where the highest excess speed 
is witnessed. This is, hence the section where/when the speed 
detection van attends, it is placed. Especially important to locals, 
as the crossing, which is used heavily by parents and children 
attending the local school, is sited. 
The only worry in tackling this issue is, at the moment the 
excessive use of the road by commercial vehicles and excessive 
speed of the majority past our house, and I am sure we are not 
alone, causes the houses to shake. Being some of the older, 
original houses in this stretch the foundations are more affected. 
Because of this I strongly against any form of table or cushion in 
this area. Possibly a chicane could be looked at and may help in 
this area. 

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 1, 3, 6, 8 and 13 
above. 
 

 

One of the stated aims of the project is to increase the amount of 
cycling. A very popular National Cycle Network Route runs along 
the B4055 from Bowstreet Lane, Easter Compton, to Station Rd, 
Pilning.  
Whilst the general speed reductions proposed are welcome, a 
greater boost to cycling would be given if specific provision were 
made in the form of a painted refuge in the middle of the road for 
cyclists heading south-east and turning right from the B4055 into 
Bowstreet Lane, and similarly for cyclists heading north-west and 
turning right from the B4055 into Station Rd. 

Thanks for your comments. Improving cycling facilities is 
beyond the budget and remit of the scheme. 
 

 

I have objected to the speed tables and road humps because 
they do not tackle the actual problem of speeding cars. Similarly 
the 20mph speed limit is totally ineffective if there isn't any 
enforcement of the law. At present the rare speed camera 
enforcement take place at times when there is little problem., i.e 
mid morning or afternoon. The issues of drivers exceeding the 

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 2, 3 and 4 above. 
Cars will be able to park on the table. 
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speed limit are usually of two types. Young drivers in the evening 
/ night time would need police to observe and then prosecute. 
Perhaps a speed camera would be more effective in deterring 
such drivers. The other regular speeders are drivers of flash cars 
from the "status car" showrooms who appear to encourage test 
drivers to race through the village. At the Redwick end of Pilning 
the road is already running well below 30mph at all times due to 
the congestion caused by the "Illegal" bus stop outside no 34, 
(REDACTED) Adding speed tables will only increase the 
congestion and exacerbate the parking problems that exist.    

I highly agree with the proposal to reduce the speed limit along 
the connecting road between Pilning and Easter Compton (sorry 
can’t remeber the full name) as there have been may accidents 
along this road since the speed limit has increased, however 
decreasing the speed limit in the villages can make things worse. 
This could happen as people will still disobey the speed limit and 
go over it.  
As well as this the speed table and speed cushion could make 
things worse for the general public. Imagine your neighbor has 
fallen off a ladder and has possibly broken their back. First of all 
it will take longer for the ambulance to reach the person as 
speed tables and cushions will make the ambulance slow down 
even the ‘The head of Britain's biggest ambulance service’ thinks 
that speed humps decrease the time it takes for an ambulance to 
reach a patient this is clearly stated in a statement he gave to the 
daily mail https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-
156971/Speed-humps-threat-lives-says-ambulance-chief.html 
proving that it will decrease an ambulances time to get to a 
patient. Also as this person has possibly broke their back the 
ambulance driver will have to drive even slower through the 
villages as they wouldn’t want to make the patients condition any 
worse therefore losing precious time which could have been 
used to save his life. 

Thanks for your comments. There is little evidence to 
suggest that drivers will speed in other parts of their 
journey to make up time due to a reduction in speed limit. 
Studies carried out following the implementation of 20mph 
zones have shown there is little change in speeds on the 
surrounding roads. 
 
The speed tables and cushions have been designed to 
minimize the impact on emergency vehicles. 
 

 

I’m very concerned about the speed table sited on the plans 
outside my house. My cottage shakes when buses, lorries or 
large vehicles travel past my property. This often wakes us up at 
night whilst sleeping. We are aware that lorries should not use 
this road but sadly they do. My concerns are 
Will the speed tables make this problem worse ? 
Will the speed tables help to reduce my currant problem ? 

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 1 and 8 above. 

We have needed a traffic calming scheme for many years. I 
hope that this will provide the necessary mechanism to stop 
motorists speeding through our village. One of the most 
important reasons is the proposed developments which may 
result in increased volume of traffic. I assume there will be 
careful monitoring once the scheme is in place. 

Thanks for your comments.  

I think that cars go far too fast and exceed the speed limit 
making the road very dangerous for vehicles and pedestrians 
crossing the road. 

Thanks for your comments. 

I support the scheme as a beginning but it goes nowhere near 
far enough. It will be good to reduce the speed limit to 20mph but 
the main issue is enforcing it. Heavy goods vehicles come 
through the village daily and this is likely to increase due to the 
development of the area. This is not supposed to happen and 
appears to never be enforced. If there is a change in speed limit I 
welcome this but it must be backed up by enforcement action, 
similarly with heavy goods vehicles. I would like to see traffic 
calming measures extended to, and past the Over Lane junction. 
You take your life in your hands pulling out of this junction. There 
is poor visibility and the traffic speed is excessive trying to pull 
out. This junction is one of my main areas of concern and there 
is no plan in place to deal with this. Could a roundabout or traffic 
lights be installed here? 

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 3 and 13 above. 
Extending the proposals is beyond the budget and remit of 
the scheme. 

Very much hope officers decide to install all five speed tables in Thanks for your comments. 
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Easter Compton. Since neither SGDC or the police have the staff 
to enforce a 20 mph limit it will only be observed if there are 
stringent physical measures in place to slow traffic. If traffic has 
to pass through Easter Compton and Pilning at 20 mph it may 
have the welcome side effect of diverting some of the through 
traffic onto the motorways.    

I completely agree with the need to slow traffic in both villages 
and between. The 50mph speed limit is broken many times 
every day as are the weight limit restrictions. I have had several 
'near misses' when pulling into my drive. 
How are these going to be reinforced? It's no good introducing 
the restrictions if there is no effective way of enforcing them. I 
have seen a van recording speed in Easter Compton many 
times, but never between the two villages and no enforcing of the 
weight limit. 
Both of these issues are only going to get worse which is why the 
original agreement was made that there wouldn't be a motorway 
interchange from the M49. 

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 2, 3 and 13 above. 

Agree to speed cushion and tables in the villages but the main 
speed are on the two straights between Easter Compton and the 
entrance to Station Road then from outside our property at No83 
Marsh Common Road to the site of the demolished old fire 
station. 
Think 30mph should be the limit along the whole of the B4055 
with additional cushions or tables along both straight sections. 
20mph at either end will only encourage speeding along the 
straights to make up for lost time. 
The majority of accidents are on the bends between these two 
straights sections. 
Weight detection would also be of benefit with the number of 
lorries increasing through the villages.   

Thanks for your comments. A speed limit has to suit the 
nature of the road. A 30mph limit would be unsuitable 
between Easter Compton and Pilning. 
 
We do not install weight detection systems. 

I totally agree with the proposed speed restrictions in the village. 
 
I also suggest that the same speed restrictions and traffic 
calming solutions are actions in the neighbouring village of 
Hallen. The speed vehicles travel through the village are 
massively over the 30 mph which it is. The recent speed 
monitoring has demonstrated that this is the case. It is 
impossible to cross the road safely. It is also very difficult to get 
out of drives because it is very difficult to judge the traffic speed. 
The street lamp outside my house has been smashed 3 times 
this year by large well over the 7.5 tons limit racing through the 
village.when the restrictions are in place in Easter Compton, 
more traffic will try to go through Hallen in an attempt to avoid 
their restrictions. 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 11 above. 

I have lived in Easter Compton for about 12 years and this traffic 
calming is very welcome and necessary. 
There has been 2 fatalities in this time,one at the junction with 
Over Lane and B4055 and I would suggest that the 20 mph limit 
should apply as far as that location. 

Thanks for your comments. Extending the proposals is 
beyond the budget of the scheme. 

I have lived in Pilning for approx 35 years. 
In my opinion the existing speed limits are suitable already.  
I agree with the traffic calming proposals 

Thanks for your comments. 

While fully supporting the proposals, I feel the Council needs to 
take steps to prevent even more traffic using Easter Compton as 
a rat run once the new link to the M49 at Severn Beach is 
opened. It is vital that there is no through route from Marsh 
Common Road to that slip road. We regularly have over 600 
vehicles an hour coming through. This simple step would prevent 
a big increase in that number. 

Thanks for your comments. There will be no direct access 
to the junction coming from the east or linking with the 
B4055. 

Please consider extending the 20mph zone further along the 
Easter Compton road towards over lane and the zoo entrance. I 
have personally attended to a casualty of a motor vehicle 
collision with a pedestrian on this stretch of the road.   

Thanks for your comments. Extending the proposals is 
beyond the budget of the scheme. 

mailto:TransportServices@southglos.gov.uk


  26 

 

Nigel Riglar,  

Director for Environment and Community Services  

Streetcare, Transport and Waste, Design & Operations Team, P O Box 1954, Bristol, BS37 0DD 

Tel: 01454 868004 E-mail: TransportServices@southglos.gov.uk 

www.southglos.gov.uk 

As a school child who walks to my bus stop every day I find the 
road incredibly dangerous and all the cars and vans speed. 
 
They never stop to let you cross and do not care about my 
safety.  
 
Why do so many big lorries use the road when there is a weight 
limit ? will additional signage be put up to enforce this rule ? 
Please can it be added into the scheme. Its very freightening 
walking along the narrow pavement when a big lorry speeds 
past. 
 
Can we also have a zebra crossing near the park and the shop 
so I can cross to the sports field? 
 
Thank you 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 13 and 14 above. 

The road is very fast and I cannot safely cross it due to the high 
speed of the traffic crossing the road. 
 
If I go to the park it is difficult to cross, why cannot we have a 
crossing like Pilning ? 
 
Big Lorries speed through the village and do not obey the speed 
limits. 
 
When travelling at the safe speed in my mum's car, car overtake 
us on the wrong side of the road. 
 
The police do not care about how dangerous the road is.   

Thanks for your comments. See Note 14 above. 

In addition to the speed tables in Easter Compton can we please 
have a crossing 
With 2 school age children this scheme is very welcome and has 
my 100% support 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 14 above. 

I support such speed constraints, having frequently seen 
vehicles exceeding the speed limits by large margins. 
 
Please ensure that all 20mph zones are protected by speed 
control devices, as police enforcement seems most unlikely in 
the current financial climate. 

Thanks for your comments. 

I have on a number of occasions expressed concern at the 
existing (50 mph) and have been lobbying for a reduced speed 
limit. I fully support the proposed reduction in speed limit to 40 
mph as proposed in drawing number: T424-218-002. Copies of 
my previous correspondence should already exist on file with 
SGlos Council. 

Thanks for your comments. 

I travel through Easter Compton many times daily and Pilning 
intermittent days, and have noted everytime that there are fewer 
pedestrians in Easter Compton, than Pilning, more often than 
not, none at all, likewise cyclists. I feel that the funds required to 
put up 20mph road signs; paint 20mph signs on the roads, and 
lay speed bumps is totally unnecessary, and would be better 
used to place speed cameras in each village. Why punish the 
majority of sensible drivers for the stupidity of the few. 
Regarding the proposed 40mph speed limit on the B4055, 
between villages, that is a sensible proposal, owing to the fact 
that the road has many severe bends. Finally, if there is a 
surplus of rate payers cash available, a better use of the fund 
could be spent extending the pavement to Cribbs Causeway 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 4 above. The 
scheme funding cannot be used on highway 
improvements outside of Easter Compton/Pilning.  

I have regularly attended the Severnside Community 
Engagement Forum for some years. An item always discussed is 
the traffic speed through our villages. I commend the South Glos. 
officers on producing this comprehensive scheme to try to 
resolve this problem. 

Thanks for your comments. 

Ref T402-346-004 GA 1.pdf Thanks for your comments. See Note 3 above. 
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1. Keep the centreline outside “Chaincroft” 
2. The existing VS, opposite “Dunkeld” should be re-calibrated 
and retained in current position. 
3. The proposed 20mph roundel outside No18 in Home Farm 
Way, would be better sited at the entrance to the Main Road, 
from HFW, rather than a few yards towards the end of the cul-
de-sac. 
 
Re: Ref T402-346-004 GA 3.pdf 
1. The existing VS, outside “Millcroft House” should be re-
calibrated and retained in current position. 
 
It is even more important to retain the VS, with the proposed 
introduction of the new speed limits, in order to remind drivers of 
their need to observe the new speed restriction. 
The VS have been shown to be beneficial in slowing down the 
traffic though the village. 
 
Also it would be a good idea for the 20mph roundels to be added 
at the junctions of the side roads to the main road, Ie 
Home Farm Way, Prospect Close, Bowstreet Lane, and 
Spaniorum View. 
Commuters in those streets might forget, when setting out for 
work that new speed limits are in force. 
 
What plans are there for the police mount an enforcement patrol 
at the start to ensure that the transition goes smoothly? 

 
1. We will be removing the centre line throughout 

Easter Compton as part of the 20mph Zone as it 
helps reduce traffic speeds. 

2. We have decided to replace the VAS signs 
instead of getting rid of them. 

3. The placement/spacing of roundels is fixed (based 
on regulations & guidance) for a 20mph zone, 
therefore their position can’t be altered. 

I think as well for safety purposes the lighting along this road 
should be LED, and there should be speed cameras as well on 
the 40mph section as people will speed down this bit regardless.   

Thanks for your comments. See Note 4 above. 

I feel safe walking along these roads with the speed limit as it is. 
I also feel in control of my car with the speed limits as they are.   

Thanks for your comments. 

I regularly drive these roads and have never felt not in control at 
these speeds. Similarly, as a pedestrian I have never felt in 
danger when walking along this road due to the speeds. I 
therefore, do not see a need to implement these proposals. 

Thanks for your comments. 

I am opposed to the project as this will be an inconvenience for 
local people if there is a 20mph enforcement. I would also like to 
add I have spent £100 on my suspension this year due to 
potholes in the road. The placement of sleeping policemen will 
compound the problem. 
I would like to see a 3 ton weight limit applied to the B4055. 

Thanks for your comments. The scheme was initiated due 
to a significant number of requests from residents, local 
councillors and parish councillors who feel current traffic 
speeds are too fast. 
 
We do not implement 3 ton weight limits. 

As Head Teacher of St Peter's Primary, Pilning I feel this will be 
a welcome move to safeguard the children of Pilning & Easter 
Compton.   

Thanks for your comments. 

[Almondsbury Parish Council] 
 
Council asks that the existing VAS in Easter Compton is NOT 
removed. 
Council also asks for a similar scheme to be considered for 
Hallen, specifically for Severn Road and Hallen Road. It would 
like the speed limit to be reduced to 30 on Berwick lane. It asks 
that the speed limit from the end of Severn Road to the Viridor 
site also be reduced.  
Almondsbury Village also requires calming measures and asks 
the Highways team to look at this. 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 11 above. 1. We 
have decided to replace the VAS signs instead of getting 
rid of them. 
 
Making additional changes on Berwick Lane, Severn Rd 
and in Almondsbury Village is outside the budget and 
remit of the scheme. If you would like to request additional 
improvements, South Gloucestershire Council has an 
agreed process whereby requests for highway 
improvement measures can be submitted for possible 
inclusion on the Local Transport Priority List. Schemes 
that are added to this list are scored annually against key 
transport criteria as set out in the Joint Local Transport 
Plan. If you wish to submit a request you may wish to view 
the following page from the SGC public website that 
explains the scheme prioritisation process: 
 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/transport-and 
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streets/streets/road-safety-traffic-schemes/local-transport 
priority-list/ 
 
 

I do agree speed needs to be reduce in the village, however -  
 
1. Speed table cause accelerating and decelerating traffic 
causing more pollution. 
2. Speed tables cause more traffic noise by vehicle hitting the 
tables and the acceleration noise after each table. 
3. There are a vast number (dozens per day) of 44 ton trucks 
that use this road (and do not have permission) and the noise 
from these vehicles will increase over speed tables. 
4. I do not believe speed tables actually reduce speed. 
5. The last speed table (5) will be like the start of a drag race for 
vehicles accelerating towards Pilning (please believe me some 
cars regularly travel past the farm shop at >80-90mph). 
 
If you insist on having speed tables, please move speed table #5 
100m towards Pilning to reduce vehicle engine noise. 
 
A better solution overall would be to have Average Speed 
Cameras at the start and end of Easter Compton Village (his 
would raise revenue for the council). 
 
Better still, re-open Farm Lane to traffic, effectively a bypass for 
the village. This would be perfect solution and take traffic direct 
to the new motorway junction and the new warehouse buildings 
in this area. 

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 2, 4, 7, 8 and 13. 
We cannot move a speed table outside of the 20mph 
Zone. 

20mph seems excessively slow for Easter Compton village as 
most traffic is passing through and this is the main access road 
to Pilning and Severn Beach. I think existing 30mph is fine but 
the issue locals have is that people regularly exceed that. I think 
that introducing the speed tables and roundels to bring people 
within the existing 30mph limit would be more appropriate. 

Thanks for your comments. 

Traffic is already calm in Pilning and Easter Compton, rarely see 
drivers above the 30mph limit. Marsh Common Road was safe at 
the original 60mph, see no reason to drop it further to 40mph. 
Proposal is a waste of public money. 

Thanks for your comments. 

By introducing this scheme it would majorly affect us law abiding 
citizens who obey the speed limits and have absolutely no effect 
on the people who use them. It would appear that the majority of 
people do drive sensibly and within the limits but the few abuse 
them, therefore surely it makes sense to find a way to stop 
people who do speed and not unduly affect us law abiding 
citizens.   

Thanks for your comments. See Note 2 above. 

speed table 5 would cause more problems, because cars are 
always parked on both sides of the road at this point and on the 
pavements on the odd number side of the road. Maybe putting 
double yellow, no parking signs on both sides might help from 
Vicarage Road down to the traffic lights. Or placing speed table 5 
between Vicarage Road and The Glebe.   

Thanks for your comments. Speed table 6 has to be 
placed near the start of the 20mph. The speed table will 
not prevent vehicles from parking (as they can park on top 
of the table). 

I fully support the proposals, but would like to suggest that a 
pedestrian crossing (possibly traffic light controlled) be included 
in the Easter Compton part of the scheme. This would be of 
great benefit to the many elderly and/or disabled residents in the 
village (there are TWO pedestrian crossings in Pilning!). It would 
also be great if some form of monitoring of vehicles could be 
incorporated - in spite of the prominent notice at the top of 
Blackhorse Hill many vehicles well in excess of the weight limit 
use the road, and not all keep to the present speed limit. 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 14 above. 
Implementing traffic signals is beyond the budget and 
remit of the scheme. 

I think the proposals of speed humps are an unnesscary 
existence,the one in Pilning is not needed ,because the parking 
at this spot takes care of the speed.,Easter Compton, the humps 

Thanks for your comments. We will only introduce 20mph 
Zones without traffic calming where average speeds are 
below 24mph. This is not the case in Easter Compton or 
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will constitute a hazard,with drivers avoiding them,the 20mph will 
take care of speed 

Pilning, therefore traffic calming is necessary. 

I am in agreement with your document although it seems 
unnecessary to have a cushion so close to the traffic lights 
My main concern is the length of road from the traffic lights 
towards the mini roundabout at New Passage 
Cars regularly speed beyond the 30 mph limit on this part of 
Redwick Road 
I have attended various meetings regarding traffic cleaning on 
this part of Redwick Road and had little response 
Please would it be possible for this road to have traffic calming 
and a 20 mph limit 
There are elderly residents plus young families with children who 
reside here  
 
I look forward to your response 

Thanks for your comments. Traffic calming is necessary at 
the beginning of a 20mph zone. See note 9 above. 

Have lived in Easter Compton for 8 years, the volume of traffic 
must have tripled, including 
HGV. 
the speed of most traffic is now going thur the village at a 
dangerous speed 

Thanks for your comments. 

I am completely in favour of the scheme and I am worried at the 
increasing speed of vehicles in the early morning at 5 am. The 
change of shifts attracts cars that seem to speed, this is very 
load and wakes me up. 
 
I am also concerned about the increase in heavy lorries passing 
through the village.   

Thanks for your comments. 

Excellent idea for locals Thanks for your comments. 

1) HIGH Priority - Please include a zebra / pedestrian crossing 
from the old Pilning Post Office (Now a General Store) across to 
the War Memorial and onwards / across to the footpath opposite 
that runs alongside the picket style fence boundary of the 
property "Brookridge", 1 Cross Hands Road BS35 4JB 
Reason: This crossing point is used daily by many school 
children and pedestrians alike and is becoming an extremely 
dangerous crossing point with increasing traffic numbers. 
2) Please include speed calming measures (Speed Bumps or 
otherwise) along Station Road from Marsh Common Lane as far 
as Shaymoor Lane 
Reason: Increasing numbers of vehicles use this road as a 'rat 
run' from the Tockington / Thornbury / A38 direction and are 
exceeding the current 30 MPH by far. 
3) PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE include traffic lights at the top of 
the B4055 (Blackhorse Hill) to enable local traffic to access the 
M5/J17 roundabout during peak traffic times 
Reason: This junction is becoming an increasing point of 
frustration when trying to simply access the roundabout, with 
traffic queuing down the hill towards Easter Compton each 
morning. 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 14 above. Installing 
traffic calming on Station Road is beyond the budget and 
remit of the scheme. Installing traffic lights at the top of 
Blackhorse Hill is also beyond the budget and remit of the 
scheme. 

I also frquently use these roads as a cyclist. 
I often visit friends in Easter Compton. I find that excessive 
speed of vehicles makes it very difficult and dangerous to exit 
their drive onto B4055. 
Turning right from B4055 onto Station Road is difficult and 
dangerous, particularly on a bike, because of speed of 
approaching traffic. 
I would hope that the measures proposed might also discourage 
HGV drivers who drive through Easter Compton despite weight 
restriction.   

Thanks for your comments. 

20 mph speed restrictions are ridiculous except around schools 
or when road conditions dictate.  
I appreciate that anyone involved in an accident at 20mph will 
stand a better chance of lesser injury than at 30mph, but so 

Thanks for your comments.  See Notes 2 and 14 above. 
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would reducing to 10mph or even take all vehicles off the road 
together, but that is not going to happen because the country 
needs transport.  
I travelled through the whole of W-O-T village at 20mph outside 
of a busy time and I spent more time looking at my speedometer 
than on the road. Having driven for 58 years I can gauge 30mph 
but 20mph is painful and cars are not produced to travel regularly 
at that speed. 
Speed humps etc are obstacles in the road and do not slow 
idiots down. If a car is parked near or next to one you have to 
mount them on one wheel or take a chance going between the 
both in the middle of the road. What about when they are 
covered in heavy snow and ice? 
We have cut the police force which is the correct way to monitor 
bad driving but we somehow can find money for schemes like 
this. 
What proof have you that in the last 5 years that the proposed 
restrictions would have any effect?  
Motorists should have rights too. Having lived in the area for 35 
years my proposal would be for zebra crossings at Severn Beach 
School, Severn Beach Shops and Easter Compton near the Fox. 
I appreciate that the former two are not in the mentioned plans 
but that is where I believe the money to be spent. Instead we 
have to have 20mph in case someone wants to cross. Again I 
repeat, what about the motorists rights. 

The speed tables and cushions will mean that when I am towing 
a loaded livestock trailer I will have to negotiate these obstacles 
at a VERY slow speed to avoid damage to the towing hitch and 
extra distress to the animals. Also, the speed table nearest the 
A403 is irrelevant as traffic is already slowing on the approach or 
trying to pass the parked vehicles. Overall I consider this a waste 
of public money and would prefer more resources put to 
repairing the roads/potholes. 

Thanks for your comments. Traffic calming features are 
required at or near the start of 20mph zones.  

I am happy with speed prevention measures but not the lowering 
of the speed limit. 
I would like to see the present speed limits more rigorously 
enforced. 
I would also like more action taken against 'overweight' vehicles 
using the B4055.   

Thanks for your comments.  

Support the scheme that should be extended wider than the area 
under consultation in particular to over lane.   

Thanks for your comments. Extending the proposals is 
beyond the budget of the scheme.  

Currently there is only one speed table planned for the long 
stretch of main road. The gap between the 4 and 5 tables is too 
long. Cars, particularly at night, including police vehicles travel 80 
to 100 miles an hour along this road. The distance provided will 
continue to give the car drivers opportunity to reach speeds of 50 
+ miles an hour with the added risk of hitting a speed table at 
high speed. Another two speed tables are required along the 
stretch past Prospect Close to maintain the 20 miles an hour limit 
and allow residents to remain safe and confident they will be able 
to cross the road, enter and exit their properties without danger. 

Thanks for your comments. Please see the “Future 
Programme” above. 

please see written submission attached below. 
 
I drive a standard production, unmodified saloon car. The engine 
sump grounds on any speed cushion (in Bristol) that I try to 
straddle. There must be many other regular users of this road 
that will be faced with the same problem, if you copy Bristol. 
Choosing an alternative route is not an option..    

Thanks for your comments. See Note 8 above. 

Thank you for the proposals to address a very relevant issue. 
We have lived here for 5 years and speeding is a concern 
especially when walking children to a school. Our house shakes 
when trucks go by or cars go too fast. The noise, even with 
double glazed traffic windows is unpleasant especially at night. 
However in 5 years barely any attempt has been made to 

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 1, 3, 4, 7, 8 and 9 
above. 

mailto:TransportServices@southglos.gov.uk


  31 

 

Nigel Riglar,  

Director for Environment and Community Services  

Streetcare, Transport and Waste, Design & Operations Team, P O Box 1954, Bristol, BS37 0DD 

Tel: 01454 868004 E-mail: TransportServices@southglos.gov.uk 

www.southglos.gov.uk 

address the issue with more practical means than what are 
proposed. There has been no warning signs or advice signs that 
traffic calming measures will be put in place unless speeding 
stops, there is limited 30mph signage on the road through Pilning 
and the mobile camera is barely here nor warned. Where is the 
camera when the same cars are driving through at 50mph after 
dark most nights?  
 
To compound matters there is a 50mph sign before the cross 
road and once cars see that they can be inclined to speed up to 
get out of the village.  
 
A series of speed humps is only going to increase noise and air 
pollution. When trucks clatter over the humps there will be an 
increase in the force through the ground that is already making 
houses shake. The constant noise at night time of cars going 
through will be replaced by variable revs and thumps.  
 
This seems like a worst case scheme which has ignored more 
simpler and practical measures. 

At the outset I would like to state that I feel well qualified to 
comment on this scheme as I have lived in Pilning since 1973 
and that I am a road user of varied vehicle types and also that I 
have advanced riding qualifications to the highest civilian level for 
motorcycles. 
 
You will see that I disapprove of both the speed and traffic 
calming proposals. I am however strongly in favour of 'speed 
limit compliance' but categorically not of the format proposed 
here. 
 
A little detail on my experience of living in Pilning and travelling 
on the local roads. As I mentioned, I have lived at the same 
address for 45 years. I live on the 'river' side and West of the 
A403 and in that time I have not once seen any speed control of 
any form, eg police speed trap etc. I have seen the police van a 
few times just East of Pilning and once in the village (opposite 
the church) How do you feel about this level of speed 
enforcement? Lamentable I would suggest. 
 
You may not be aware that the level of speeding from the mini 
roundabout over the motorway to the A403 lights is massive both 
in volume of traffic patently over the limit and by the speed. It's 
boy racer alley, double the limit, blaring illegal exhaust, I'm sure 
you're aware of the scenario. How unfortunate this part of the 
village has not even been considered in your proposal. 
 
Another road traffic legality issue, arguably of greater annoyance 
to us locals is the flagrant disregard of the 7.5 weight limit. There 
is a very high volume of heavy goods using Redwick Road over 
this limit - No doubt drivers would use the excuse of 'access'. 
Note that this road is effectively a 'dead end' in New Passage 
and Severn Beach and it's obvious that much of this traffic is 
illegal. Again it's unfortunate that this problem has not even been 
considered. It should be noted that a proportion of this 
overweight traffic is through the night and the nuisance factor is 
exacerbated by the nature of the housing - Old and close to the 
road - We are literally shaken in our beds! 
 
I see you have proposed a number of road obstacle style speed 
limiting devices. I would suggest that all these forms are worse 
than doing nothing. They create more vehicle noise, congestion, 
vehicle emissions, not to mention driver frustration and a safety 
hazard. They are also inconsistent at controlling speed as 4x4 

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 2, 4, 7, 8, 9 and 13 
above. The scheme was initiated due to a significant 
number of requests from residents, local councillors and 
parish councillors who feel current traffic speeds are too 
fast. 
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style vehicles can ride the 'platforms' and chicane styles only 
slow the traffic with opposing traffic. I used to commute through 
Charfield and two chicanes where introduced. They caused such 
problems that they have been removed! A practical example of 
the folly of these sort of measure. The ONLY safe, consistent 
way of controlling speed is with working speed cameras, as we 
all know. This is so obvious that I'm dismayed that such lack of 
common sense is being displayed in these proposals. Give us 
some proper speed cameras! And don't waste money on 
ineffective flashing 30's etc. 
 
As regards the proposed speed limits, I don't think a reduction to 
20mph is helpful. Overly draconian and unnecessary limits purely 
create frustration and worse driving standards. Compliance to a 
30mph would be a completely satisfactory result! 
 
The proposed reduction between the villages to 40mph is wholly 
inappropriate - The limit should not have been reduced from the 
national limit of 60mph in the first place. At this point I remind you 
of my proven road user expertise level..... Valid concerns have 
been voiced regarding traffic levels on this section of road post 
new motorway junction. The new access appears eminently 
sensible however and should reduce the overload on the A403. 
The potential B4055 traffic levels remain a concern however - 
But how will a (further) reduction in speed limit help? Not! I note 
you detail no objective in this limit reduction, which seems a 
rather important oversight. I suspect you may state 'safety'. If so, 
please provide statistics for RTA's on this section of road, and 
how a reduction in speed limit will impact on them. 
 
I conclude by summarising my proposals on the most effective 
actions to take: 
Install fixed cameras in the 30mph limit speeding hot spots, 
ESPECIALLY West of the A403 'Redwick' 
Properly police the 7.5T village weight limit and prosecute as 
required. 
Revert the out of village section back to it's original national limit. 
My full contact details are below, I would be happy to discuss, in 
person if required, any of the comment I have expressed here. 

There should be additional speed tables along the road from the 
Methodist Chapel through to the end of the village near 
Washingpool farm end to avoid speed increase between speed 
tables. I am pleased all my hard work in setting up the Easter 
Compton Speedwatch has clearly had a positive impact leading 
to this solution to our nightmare speeding issues in Easter 
Compton and the B4055. Thank you!   

Thanks for your comments. Please see the “Future 
Programme” above. 

I agree the scheme is necessary. The speed that a lot of cars, 
motorcycles, and lorries currently drive through the village is 
dangerous and a risk to pedestrians crossing the road, as well as 
cars pulling out of driveways and side roads. At night, cars and 
lorries often do not slow and there have been several crashes as 
a result. My family and I have also nearly been hit by a car that 
lost control as it swerved round parked cars.  
I agree with the 20mph limit and speed tables. We also wonder if 
introduction of average speed cameras would be beneficial. This 
has been successful in a number of villages and towns and may 
well generate revenue.  
Is it possible to make the speed limit signs more noticeable when 
approaching the village since trees and bushes sometimes block 
the sign? 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 4 above. The new 
speed limit signs will be accompanied by roundels on the 
road and count down markings. 

I would prefer the scheme to move the speed table/cushion out 
to before the bridge coming into Pilning too. Almost daily, I have 
to deal with oncoming cars at speed that have crossed the 
central boundary, on the bridge. My main worry is that 

Thanks for your comments. See Note 13 above. 
Extending the proposals is beyond the budget of the 
scheme. 
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pedestrians (my children) walk to the park, which means 
negotiating the road on the bend. I fear for an out of control 
vehicle on that bend. The speed that vehicles hit that bend is 
petrifying - and I am not a slow driver ordinarily. The bend is an 
accident waiting to happen. 
I also think that there should be a wait limit imposed for the 
village. Vehicles passing my house shake the foundations. 

We have lived in Pilning for 40 years and Crosshands Rd is not a 
blackspot, only a couple of accidents in that time. As you must 
be aware, the houses of Pilning are built on a sub soil of clay and 
the proposal of Pillows and tables will cause structural damage 
to the houses owing to the volume of heavy goods vehicles using 
the road. This will also cause a problem for ambulances and 
emergency services. The police also ignore the speed limit and 
will cause more ground level pollution. The pollution will affect 
the school children that daily use the walkways. There is other 
alternatives such as intelligent traffic lights on crossings, speed 
cameras and chicanes as used in Cranmoor Green.   

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 1, 3, 6 and 9 
above. Installing traffic lights is beyond the budget and 
remit of the scheme. 
 

Needs a 30mph limit coming off the motorway - and often cars 
are stopped waiting to turn right into over lane just beyond the 
bend. 
 
Speed limits in Cul-de-sacs which are just used by residents are 
ridiculous - we are all aware of children players etc. Cannot see 
that a new motorway junction has got anything to do with these 
roads. 
 
I can understand something to slow vehicles entering the village 
and make drivers aware of a 30mph speed limit but the rest will 
just cause congestion. 
 
Table No.2 in Easter Compton will make it very difficult for us to 
turn right out of Home Farm Way with traffic queuing there - just 
causes more pollution. 

Thanks for your comments. Please see Notes 7 and 9 
above. 

I do not believe these proposed ideas are necessary. After living 
in this area for 77 years I can see no reason to waste a lot of 
money on things that will only cost more money by more road 
repairs more often. I suppose that if you need to put cushions 
then fair enough. The sighting of roundels are not much use only 
to damage car under carriages. 
 
I very much object to the proposed roundels in Vicarage Rd. The 
road is too narrow as cars are parked all over the place. 

Thanks for your comments. 

I had only a primary school education and six of these years was 
wartime.  
 
I think that you are being a bit premature with these proposals. 
Somebody is spending a lot of money on the M49 Junction. In 
my opinion I would politely suggest that you wait until this is open 
because I am sure this will take a lot of traffic if the 4055 and the 
4064. If you go ahead with the venture, it will remind me of 
Coniston Rd Patchway, most of my traveling is by bus. 
I have lived all my 87 years on or adjacent to the 4064, don't 
waste all the money on something we are not sure about until the 
new junction of the M49 is completed. 

Thanks for your comments. The scheme was initiated due 
to a significant number of requests from residents, local 
councillors and parish councillors who feel current traffic 
speeds are too fast. The primary objective of the scheme 
is to reduce traffic speeds. 

My house will be affected with the vibrations as it is over 100 
years old and not built like the modern houses i.e foundations. I 
would suggest reducing one side of the road and give the other 
side priority of the road.   

Thanks for your comments. See Notes 1, 6 and 8 above. 

The speed limit coming down Blackhorse Hill should be reduced 
to 30mph. At least from Over Lane. Over Lane is currently 
30mph and turns onto Blackhorse Hill just by the Easter 
Compton sign. Reducing speed here would be effective in then 
reducing to 20mph through Easter Compton This would also 

Thanks for your comments. Extending the proposals is 
beyond the budget of the scheme. 
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make the turning onto Bow Street Lane safer. 
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Appendix B 

 

Comments received at Consultation via other methods Officer’s response 
[Pilning & Severn Beach Parish Council] 
 
Following a recent meeting of Pilning & Severn Beach Parish Council, I am 
instructed to write to you to agree in principle to the proposals outlined in the 
consultation. 
However, I would like to have your assurance that the full and proper checks 
have been made as regards the suitability of the scheme on the flood plain as 
similar schemes in the past have proved unsuccessful due to the clay ground. 

Thanks for your comments. See 
Notes 1 and 8 above. 

[Avon & Somerset Police] 

 
As previously discussed, we have a Force stance regarding the introduction of 
speed restrictions, which has been written to reflect the current speed 
environment.  I copy this below for your information.  
 
“Speed limits are only one element of speed management and local speed limits 
should not be set in isolation. They should be part of a package with other 
measures to manage speeds, which include engineering, visible interventions 
and landscaping standards that respect the needs of all road users and raise the 
driver’s awareness of their environment, together with education, driver 
information, training and publicity. 
 
The police service has to ensure all resources are used effectively in responding 
to community priorities. 
Avon and Somerset Constabulary will support all appropriate speed limits, 
including 20mph roads, where; 
 
The limit looks and feels like the limit, giving visiting motorists who wish to 
conform that chance; 
the desired outcome has to be speeds at the limit chosen so as to achieve safe 
roads for other and vulnerable users, not high speeds and high enforcement; 
the limit is self-enforcing ( with reducing features) not requiring large scale 
enforcement; 
the limit is only introduced where mean speeds are already close to the limit to be 
imposed, (24mph in a 20mph limit) or with interventions that make the limit clear 
to visiting motorists; 
speeding problems identified in an area must have the engineering, site clarity 
and need re-assessed, not simply a call for more enforcement. 
 
Enforcement will be considered in all clearly posted limits, given other priorities, 
and this will be by: 
 
Targeted enforcement where there is deliberate offending and the limits are 
clear; 
 
Where limits are not clear ( that is they don’t feel like or look like the limit or are 
on inappropriate roads), they will not be routinely enforced, only targeted where 
there is intelligence of obvious deliberate disregard which may result in increased 
threat, harm or risk to other road users. 
 
Deliberate high harm offenders will always be targeted and prosecuted whereas 
enforcement against drivers who simply misread the road may not be 
appropriate. 
 
None of the above should in anyway leave the impression that we will not enforce 
the law, As with all speed limits, and other enforcement work, we will use 
evidence to ensure that our resources are allocated in the most appropriate way 
using appropriate tactics. Enforcement of limits that do not comply with the above 
representations could lead to mistaken offending and could risk the loss of public 
support. 
 
Enforcement cannot and must not take the place of proper engineering and or 

Thanks for your comments. 
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clear signing.” 
We do not, as part of this consultation, check the accuracy or validity of what is 
being proposed but we do consider implications for road safety and enforcement. 
We always expect that: 
a) the powers being exercised are available to you as traffic authority, are valid 
and are appropriate for the proposals; 
b) the descriptions of the lengths of road, the road names, the road numbers and 
any directional descriptions are correct and accurate; 
c) where any proposals replace existing restrictions or prohibitions, that the 
previous orders are adequately revoked or varied; 
d) the mandatory traffic signs giving legal effect to the order will be fully TSRGD 
compliant, will give drivers adequate guidance and will placed to accord to the 
descriptions in the order. 
 
We have worked on the assumption that, by submitting this TRO for consultation, 
you are also confirming the above points and that subject to consultation, the 
order will be made. Any enforcement action taken by the Police will be based on 
this and, should this transpire not to be the case, Avon & Somerset Constabulary 
will not accept any liability – financial or otherwise – arising as a result. 
 
The proposals should meet the aspirations of the Statement of Reasons. 

Ref T402-346-004 GA 1.pdf 
 
1. Why do you suggest removal of the centreline outside “Chaincroft”? 
2. The existing VS, opposite “Dunkeld” should be re-calibrated and retained 
in current position. 
3. The proposed 20mph roundel outside No18 in Home Farm Way, would 
be better sited at the entrance to the Main Road, from HFW, rather than a few 
yards towards the end of the cul-de-sac. 
Re: Ref T402-346-004 GA 3.pdf 
1. The existing VS, outside “Millcroft House” should be re-calibrated and 
retained in current position. 
 
It is even more important to retain the VS, with the proposed introduction of the 
new speed limits, in order to remind drivers of their need to observe the new 
speed restriction. 
The VS have been shown to be beneficial in slowing down the traffic though the 
village. 
 
Also it would be a good idea for the 20mph roundels to be added at the junctions 
of the side roads to the main road, Ie 
Home Farm Way, Prospect Close, Bowstreet Lane, and Spaniorum View. 
Commuters in those streets might forget, when setting out for work that new 
speed limits are in force. 
 
Finally,  
Will there be plans for the police mount an enforcement patrol at the start to 
ensure that the transition goes smoothly? 

Thanks for your comments. 
Removing the centreline in 20mph 
Zones can help reduce traffic speeds. 
We have decided to replace the VAS 
signs instead of getting rid of them. 
The placement/spacing of roundels is 
fixed for a 20mph zone, therefore 
their position can’t be altered. 

I am opposed to traffic slowing proposals for Pilning and Easter Compton. They 
are noisy and disruptive to peace for those living on these roads. Cause damage 
to vehicles when they loose their distinctive markings especially after dark. 
Cause damage to vehicles. Does the accident rate warrant this expense?. I 
would rather see active police deterrant through traffic speed checks. and speed 
cameras..More pedestrian shelters at popular crossing points. 

Thanks for your comments. See 
notes 4 and 8 above. 
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