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STATEMENT OF REASONS 
 
 

South Gloucestershire Council seeks to divert a length of public footpath OAU 26, and parts of 
footpaths OAU 23 and 24, where they cross land at Home Farm, Littleton on Severn; Cote Farm, 
Aust and Village Farm, Elberton.  This is to regularise routes which have been used by the public 
in the absence of footbridges that have been missing for many years.  The diversion of footpath 
OAU 26 will take the footpath out of the fields onto a parallel stoned access track and, at its 
western end, divert a short length onto a stoned track around the edge of the field rather than 
cutting across the corner of the field.  Footpath OAU 23 will be shortened to recognise its 
connection with footpath OAU 26 on the track, and footpath OAU 24 will be minimally diverted at its 
southern end to recognise an existing gateway.  The benefit to the Council is to offset the cost of 
providing a minimum of four footbridges and associated infrastructure and their future 
maintenance. 
 
With regard to the legal tests to be satisfied under the Act: -  

 

 In the interests of the landowners it is expedient that the line of footpath OAU 26 is diverted 
onto the stoned track to formalise an existing situation; 
 

 The proposed diversions do not alter the termination points of the paths and will not be 
substantially less convenient to the public.  OAU 26 will be approximately 40m longer at its 
western end but will be better underfoot and will recognise the line that is currently used;   
 

 It is expedient to confirm the order having regard to the effect it will have on public 
enjoyment of the routes, as OAU 26 will be on better terrain; 

 

 The Council will pay the costs of this order and the minor expenses that will be incurred in 
making the site of the proposed route ready for use by the public. 

 
 

 




